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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND, 



CHARLES RICHARD, 



LORD BISHOP OF WINCHESTER 



My Lord, 

There are two reasons which have in- 
auenced me ^. tsqaest your I/jrdship's 
permi»i<m tJ ^>efi>ae thi. volonie with a 
Dedication to you. First, because I have 
the satisfaction of serviug a chapel within 
your Lordship's jurisdiction ; and, se- 
condly, because I trust there is nothing 
in the doctrines endeavoured to be en- 
forced in the following Discourses, at 
variance with the views of scriptural 
truth, which a bishop of our church 
may be expected to entertain. 
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I speak, my Lord, in an especial manner, 
of those vital doctrines of the Christian 
scheme, which have been the support of 
sinners in all ages ; which have cheered the 
martyr at the stake, and sustained the 
dying Christian upou his. bed in the extre- 
mity of human suffering. 

With respect to your Lordship per- 
sonally, I am satisfied that I shall best 
consult your wishes by merely expressing 
my earnest hope, that the providence of 
God may watoh over* your steps, >atLd 
strengthen your hands, and lead > you for- 
ward from grace to grace, and thiart he will 
80 lengthen your days, that you may (pre- 
side, for veryi many years, as a faithful 
shepherd over the extensive and most im- 
portant diocese of Winchester, ; 

I am, my Lord, with great . respect, your 
Lordship's most faithful servant, < 

F. G. GROSSMAN. 

I.J 

London^ May 1, 1830. 
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The only apology I think it necessary to 
offer foi? bringing this couiiBe of Sennons 
before the public, is the importance of the 
subjecte which they profess to examine. 
They are published, with only a few verbal 
lalterations, as they were preached ; and on 
this ground, it may be ^rly presumed, 
that they will obtain a larger share of con- 
sideration amongst those who heard them, 
th;^ jf^ny Dispourses of a superior charac- 
ter, which have not the same local circum- 
stances to recommend them; and on the 
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supposition that they may be read by 
many of that congregation, for whose be- 
nefit they were written, I have chosen to 
retain the familiar mode of address which I 
customarily adopt in the pulpit. 
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SERMON I. 

CHRIST THE BELOVED OF HIS CHURCH. 

Song op Solomok viii. part of verse 7. 

Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, 

leaning upon her beloved? 

How rapturous are those expressions of love 
for Christ, that the church is pouring out in 
this chapter under the character of a bride! 
her heart so runs over with its streams of affec- 
tion, that no words seem to have strength enough 
to tell her Lord all that she feels. I know that 
by those who cannot understand the language 
of the redeemed, the imagery is thought to be 
overstrained; it may be beyond nature, but. it 
is not beyond grace : I mean .that grace will 
teach us to speak, in the way of gratitude, a 
language altogether different from the heartless 
4 unmeaning sounds that are uttered in the 
of courtesy by the world. . 



2 CHRIST THE BELOVED 

A brother's love has usually a strong cord to 
cement it--it is firmly grafted — and therefore we 
find the church expressing a desire> that there 
might be such a bond between herself and 
Christ— ''O that tii6u Wert 9s tny brother T 
In the third verse Faith seems to have dis- 
covered that the prayer would be granted » and 
already to have anticipated something of the 
blessedness of such a holy connexion, when 
his strength would be made .perfect in weak- 
ness. ''His left hand should be under my 
headf M^d his right htod should efnbraee tiie ;" 
but lest her anxiety for the consolatio]^ of the 
Spirit might be mistaken by the children. of 
sense for an act of impatience, sh? adds in the 
next verse/ ''I charge yoy, O. daughters of 
Jemsalem, that ye stir not up, nor imaka my 
hoYt^^ until he please/- Here the narrative is 
broketi, and an abrupt question is proposed by 
these very persons, as to the name, and eondi- 
tiotii and chai^ter^ of one who appe^tm on a 
sudden to have caught their attention ; for they 
cannot understand why a ebild of the earth, in 
M outward appeataoce like themselves, should 
be admitted to so familiar an intercourse with 
the Son of Ood. '' Who is this that cometh up 
firodi the wilderness^ leaning upon her beloved ?" 

This inquiry I lay, my brethren^ as a foupd^tioa 
fot ottr meditations to-day ; and oh I most heaiftily 
do I pray, that they may be so sweetly incline 
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to it by- tbe Spirit of troth, as to produce in 
our BOuU a full sense of its importance as it 
t&ecU them, both for time and eternity. 
^ There are three things respecting it, that sug- 
gest themselves for consideration : 3XkdJirst, what 
is denoted by the term wiUemess ; secondly, who 
they are tht^t are said to come up from it ; andilei^ 
h/s ^hat is imparted by the act of leaning on their 
beloved. 

A wilderness, in Scripture, has a definite and 
fixed meaning: it is opposed to those spots 
where the olive tree and the cedar flourish, to 
the garden that is well watered, and the vineyard 
which is well pruned : it is spoken of by the 
prophet as an intricate and impassable place— 
** Behold I will do a new thing ; now it shall 
spring forth, shall ye not know it? I will even 
tnake a way in the wilderness^ and rivers in the 
desert ;" — and Hosea, when he speaks of the 
destitute condition of die people of God, com- 
pares them to wild fruit that has neither savour 
nor beauty — ^' I found Israel like grapes in the 
wilderness ;'' and to mention only one more 
example, when our Lord tells his disciples that 
he has compassion on tbe multitude and will 
not send them away fastings they answer him 
with surprise, and say, ^^ Whence should we 
have so much bread here in the wilderness?" 

From this testimony we may, in the first place, 
infer, that the wilderness is an unfruitful place : 

b2 
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.if we wanted a vintage, we should not plant 
the vine there ; and if we looked for a harvest, 
we should not sow there : "Do men gather grapes 

^of thorns, or figs of thistles?'' They are not so 
ignorant, when they have to attain an object, as 

^to seek it where it can never be found, ,to spend 
their money for that which is not bread, aiid 

to labour for that which satisfieth not ; they 

,1 * •■ ' ■ • 

are wiser in their generations than the children 
of light. 

Such a wilderness is the world : — yes, my 
brethren, fruitful as it is in the things that 
make up the whole sum of happiness for 
the mere creatures of sense, far as the, eye 
Stretches over hills of cattle and valleys that 
.stand thick with corn, it is very unfruitfut in 
bringing*' glory to God in the highest, on earth 
peace, goodwill towards men." Am I in trouble? 
, — ;where shall I find rest from the days of adver- 
sity ? Am 1 sick unto death ? — what physician, 
what balm, what hope can I procure below? 
Am I friendless? — can I find, within the compass 
i>f this vast sepulchre, a satisfying portion to 
supply my loss ? Search the world oyer, visit 

where nature is most luxuri^^nt, travel from 

* I' 

jscene to scene, and take up your abode at that 
which seems the loveliest and the fairest, and 
you will learn that all this promise of beauty 
is but a mantle that is thrown off in a moment, 
and no better than the weeds that cover some 
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.fbr^tten grave. Oh no ! sin fed so greedily 
upon that paradise which God laid out and 
planted with so much care, that every beauty it 
had^ withered ; and man^ the chiefest of his 
works, felt what he had done, the deepest of 
.all : his who had nothing in his bosom but love 
for Qod, now hid himself amongst the trees of 
the garden ; he who could neither rise up nor 
lie down without a sacrifice of prayer and praise, 
could be easy in forgetting both ; he who could 
once feed happily upon angels' food, now lusted 
after the flesh-pots of Egypt. And the same 
enmity has come down to this age strong as 
ever; it is discoverable in different degrees 
and in various forms. What is the lover of plea* 
sure but the enemy of God? Does. he love the 
world? — ^* the love of the Father is not in him," 
What is the proud man — but a (fespiser of what 
the Bible tells him, ^ Behold I am against thee» 
O thou most proud^ saith the Lord God of 
Hosts;" and what is He, who draweth near Id 
Jesus witha '' Hail, Master" and a kiss, whilst 
treachery lies lurking in his heart, but one of 
those who have only traced Christianity in the 
externals of religion, and have never looked for 
it injthe soul ? 

These are the frequenters of the desert, 
who, because they know nothing of purer hap- 
piness, and are strangers to a better land. 
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would, if it ware possible, fix their dweUing^ in 
it for ever. 

But it B not only for its unfraitfulness that 
this wilderness is to be despissed, but for ito 
insecurity. It is the haunt and hiding place of 
e¥0ry beast of prey. There is no i^fety for the 
traveller ; for when he is saying, " peace, peace>" 
sudden destruction may come upon hiii»« as 
travail upon a woman with child, and he shall 
Tk^t escape. And have we, as Christiaa travelers, 
any better security against the world, the fleshy 
or the devil ? Whilst living without God, we are 
unarmed ; the first enemy that springs upon us 
will be a destroyer. The defence of a believer 
lies in the helmet of salvation, and the shield 
of faith, but, above all, in hts nearness to the 
cross of Christ ; and being without God we are 
without any of those invisible safeguards which 
can alone turn away the arrow that flieth by 
day and the pestilence that walketh in darkness. 
Is it strange, then, that every storm which 
sweeps over this land of transgressors, should 
bring a sea c^ agitation into the soul? is it 
strange that the most unholy and unchristian 
tempers should rule it with a master's power ? 
that by turns they should beset him, and betray 
him, and surprise him, when he has no know- 
ledge of Cbristas a Saviour precious and beloved, 
and has never breathed after him as a hiding 
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place^om the wmd and a ciyrert from the tam^ 
p^st, w a river of water in a dry place, and the 
sliiid0w of a great rock in a weary land ? Ob I 
come tip from the wafeite places ; delay will b«it 
iocre^Be yeur diflloiUies f Loiter a littJe longer, 
aQd tbe diay of gtace will have sunk into a night 
of terrible dfl^kneea ; \mt be not so utawifiein 
to perieb, when your next step may bring you 
ta ^be bill of the Loid. Make the etfDft in 
kk 9tre0glb ; and, thongh the whole heat t and 
901^1 hwre bei^n hitherto paralyzed like the 
wii^hered hand, you will find a current of hi»lth 
xvnh through tbem ; 60 that not only sfanill yea 
reacb'tbat throne of i^igbtness and of gfaoe 
yftjffff0 Je$H9 walt^ to redeem all hie promisee, 
but there youebaU firid oat that all riches are 
treiwured up in bitn^ «»i retadily join in that 
s^ve^t pmy^ of David, '* Wbden have I in hea^ 
ye& bat thee, and there is none upon earth that 
I desire besides thee." 

Agaiti: the wilderness is a ^aiS^l^iry plaee.-r-Lel^ 
the sun ^ine with ever so mnch splendour-^*^ 
let it throw its wairintb oyer every reg^n^ i£ 
can minister neither light nor heat to the soul. 
Does niot this truib receive an impresston from 
your own experience? It is nOt sp mwh the 
sbJi^iQg of the sun npOn herbs and trees, as 
it is the sbinings af the Spirit upon th0 n^ii^d 
thfit oteates the peace th^ pMsetb all uQd^r^ 
st$u)ding. A fiwl may have in itself all the 
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Bajtodneas and signs of winter^ wbeii'sunMiAr 
leaves may be looking fresh and the meiody of 
birds be sWeet. Tbd world, then, my brethrM, 

jnrmi its busy scenes and its vast popiilatidii, 
where multitudes may be deeply specutating In 

, tbfi twieeliisof life^— the ungodly world, '6> one 
whoffaas had ^personal application of the in^in- 
eib^e Ibve of Christ,' is indeed a soHtary pikce. 
Paul bore his cross cheerfully; his duty was 
tpin earthy but hie treamreviM in heaven.' At 

>ti!m^, indeed, his burtheued spirit could niit 
conceal this ; and* especially on that bceasion 

'W^n>h« addressed the Philippians :; ^To abide 
in the flesh is moM needfuHdr jfoti, but to de- 
part' and be with Ohrisit is far bettei^/' Aad^^ 
Job there is a remarkable' instance of distress 
ior the abs^ice of his God; he appears to have 
losA the light of his countenance, and to be hea* 
nrily cast down: *'Behold," says he, '^Igo 
forward, but he is not ther^; and backward, 

.but 1 cannot perceive him; on the ^ left hand 

' where he doth work, but I cannot behold him ; 
he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cab* 
notice him." •' 

The disciple is out of heart with the habita- 
tion where the Lord is not. Like Lai, ^^he is 
veixed with the foolish ccmversation of the 
wicked," and tnnis his back upon those who 
mind earthly things : he casts iVom him the 
mice lovexd props of 'his depeadance, for he^ sees 
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tlMMT mada^natd'tliey al^e toMppwtbis stey^; 

^ and yet he is not destitute; he is glided 'by 

one who will nerer leave him nor forsake him. 

fiebold'ha eomes^'up out of the wilderness, 

oleaniiig upon his beloved/' * ' '^ 

^^ This! leads to the ^cond portion of tbe «dbj66k, 

which was to show, in a more definite mannef, 

who they are that forsake a parched wilderness 

for green jwd refreshing pastures. * « 

f And, first; they are those whom the Hoty 

'43host has enlightened. Whilst the vail wAs 

t upon' their hearts, they could only see earthiy 

^dbjeot^ through a glass darkly ; they saW Aietti 

not as they really were, but set off by the 

'- t&thefr of lies with a rich and captivating appear- 

'-ance. ... 

There is a light which is possessed by every 

on6 that has the gift of reason ; it is commdn 

to ^all people apd languages : they walk by it, 

who have oniy heand of Christ by the hearing 

^ of the ear, and it is found also in those 4vho 

have .tiever heard of him at all. Grod forbid 

thatii' should undervalue this noble faculty, 

which sets man at so immeasurable a distance 

above the animal creation ; but so far from, this 

being the. case generally with mankind, they 

^ *tte too apt to give it a disproportionate value, 

^ and te> imagine that it can do a work whiph ex- 

: dlusivelyh«ilongs'to the Spirit of God. It was 

. tbb^tribuletG^ aatore thai the dssoiples Uiem- 
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selves- sa often vaioly appKed as a kejr to high 
and spiritual matters. Thw, when Jesua^autioii^^ 
ed'tfaem to beware of the learen of t^e Phari- 
sees and of the Sadducees, ^* they began to 
reason among themselves, saying. It is beeaose 
we have tdcen no bread ;'* which when he per- 
ceived^ he said unto them^ ^' Ob y^ of litlde faitb» 
why reason ye among yourseii^es V And in the 
same spirit, and with the same success, the 
soribes and Pharisees began to i:^eawn wjien 
Jesus uttered his word &£ mercy — *^ Thy sins 
are forgiven thee ;" '^ Who is l^is/" th«y i^x-^ 
claimed, *^ that speaketh blaspbemies ; who tian 
forgive sins but God aloiie ?" 

The eye of the husbaadmaD^ that sea^ whwft 
and in what proportion the seed is sown, wh^r 
ther it comes to an earing and a hery^t,* or 
dies at the root and conies to nothings may hsKO - 
no more than a confused vision, when the seed 
is to be considered as a spiritiml seed, and the 
earing, and the harvest, as spintual. The wilder^ 
ness of thorns satisfies the natural mw^ who 
knows nothing of an orchard of pomegranate 
with its pleasant fruits ; all his tdioughts are ia 
unison with the barrenness that lies about biM^ 
the serpent's and the sinner's curse are yet 
fastened upon each^ and therefore, as long as 
he can enjoy an existence in the dust^ mA 
gather in, like the serpent, the dust and vjunityr 
of this world, he neither wishes for another 
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home^ nor dbsires to be idothed upon, wiHithat 
hoQM which i$ fnom heaven. 

We mast have a more than hiatorioal know^^ 
ledge of diese things ; we muat confees their 
superiority over the things of SMse, befefe £uth 
will become ''the substance of things hoped 
fbr^ and the evidence of things not seen*" . 

Again : they who ocHne up from the wildemesa 
in the way described to us in the text, must be 
sand^ed as well as enlightened, DemaSt we 
may suppose, understood the importance of 
drawing wat» out of the wells of salvation ; he 
made an utteo^t to climb the hill that led <Mit 
of the wilderness, but because be was not stay^ 
ed upon the arm of Christ, be was beaten back 
by the first storm that fell, and drawn dow;n 
again to ths pit from which he seemed to be 
dug, and the rode from wliieh be seemed to be 
hewn, liot a Christian's heart be once e&- 
tablbhed with grace, let him perceive the true 
natum of sin, and the impossibility of th^ law 
bringing him neaner to God, and he will not be 
easy until he has fled unto him who ** is the end 
of the ktw^ for righteousness, to every one that 
beUeveth." 

Upon this point them Ir a silent, but a very 
forcible instruction to be drawn out of the vege* 
table wnrid. Observe iabcrbs, and trees, and 
flowers : there as an attraction in the light and 
heat:<rf the sun, which lifts ihem upwards, and 
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t^y keep their positifm evea io tbeobqdieiri: 
j^dky : and wben we have begun to be exercised 
in: all holy x^onvermtion and godlineas, we top 
«ball be attracted by the force of constraixiing 
4ove towards the Son of Rigbteou$Aei|(s ; tb^ 
jH>ot;.of the matter will be firmly lodged ii^ the 
soul, but the branches will rise up, in the joid^ 
erf clouds and vapourf^, even to the heaveq?:* » > 
As long as we are held fast by Satan^ prison- 
ers in trespasses and sins, we sit willingly in 
the regions pf the shadow of .death; ^ut as t^ 
.chains fall off, and the slumber leaves ,us, . ouir 
first longing is for a door to escape ; the dark- 
ness is hateful to us, and the deeds of darkness 
insupportable : then may we be likened tq .the 
hart in its pantings after the- brooks^ of water. 
Of such as these, my brethren, and in their 
v^y state of transition from captivity, to free^ 
dom» David draws a faithful picture, when he 
says, '' Let the redeemed give thanks unto the 
Lord, whom he has gathered out of all land3» 
they wandered in the wilderness in a solitary 
way, and found no city to dwell in ; hungry and 
thirsty, their soul fainted in them ; so they cried 
unto the Lord in their trouble, and he deliver^ 
them out of their distresses/^ This is the inter- 
esting moment when the sinner is most alive jio 
the perfections of Christ, when he ** cometh up 
from the wilderness, leaning upon his beloved.^' 
. And here, in the last place, I am. to inquire 
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ivhat this expressibti of leaning on a SaTtdtrr 
implies.' First, it implies that the Kberstfed 
prisoner has a just sense of his depefidanee. Hk 
cai'ries all th6 weakness of his former condition 
into his new creation. The glorious freedom 
he has obtained does not alter his circumstances 
as a child of Adam. He requires, as' much as 
before, to be nourished with the bread of life, 
and to* have his head covered in the (feiy of 
battle. There is indeed an alteration, but it coti:- 
sists in the right estimate he now has df his 
own ndtbingness, in a consciousness of his 
inability^ to move a step in the race, or to gaih 
one advantsige over the enemy, by the mere 
power of nature. Hear what the king of Isrttel 
says in this matter : ** I will say of the Lord, he 
is my refuge, and my fortress, my God^ in km 
will I trust." Our dependance will be al^vays 
in exact proportion to the saving knowledge 
th^t we have of Chriit, and according as it is 
more or less clear, will be the coldness or the 
fervour of our hearts towards him. 

Again : a leaning on the Lord implies weari- 
ness. It is a wearisome thing, my brethren, to 
sferve niany masters — to be tossed to and fro at 
the Will of the world, the fleish, and the devil. 
!ffdt that the poor slave has any sense of this, 
Mi^hilst his eyes are smitten with blindness; 
but as the disease leaves him, he geti a full 
view into the secret places ofTii^ son!, and^lfrem- 
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bks under a weak ^nd helpless spirit. This 
diffeience of feeling is precisely that which we 
experience on the abatement of a raging fever: 
whilst the blood rans in a heated stream, the 
frame is kept up by an artificial strength, but 
as soon as the heat becomes exhausted, the 
whole body is affected with an overpowerinfg 
weakness. This, though differing itt degrees, 
will be the state of every believer : he^ stands 
before the mercy seat as a thing of nought; 
wondering how he is to grapple with all the 
difficulties of his way, so as to reach in safety 
the city of habitation i be looks to biiMelf^^hw^ 
is only an arm of flesh ; he looks to other^-^th^^ 
is no help in them ; the promise]^ oocur to Mm^ 
and there he learns that ** help i» laid upon 
one that is mighty ;'' there he reads, '* Oa!st thy 
burden upon the Lord, and he will sustain th^e;^ 
♦* Come unto me and 1 will give the^ rest:** and 
whenever we see such a Obristian "approving 
himself in much patience, in affliction, in nec^^ 
sities, in distresses, as sorrowful yiBt always re«- 
joicing, as poor yet making many f ich, as having 
nothing and yet possessing all things," we may 
be sure he is coming vtp from th^ wilderness, 
leaning on his beloved. 

Again : this is the posture of a friend, and 
hence it implies union. The love of brethren, 
their unity, their holy intercourse, are only 
streams from this fountain ; the sympathy of 
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our members with each other would be at an 
ead if they were severed from the body ; and so 
with branches ; they grow up together, and biidi 
and blossom at the same season, from no other 
cause than their connexion with the root. 

What an inconceivable condescension must 
there have been in the only«begott«i of the 
1Rather> who not merely permits his chunih to 
Qhll heiMlf a bride^ but actually puts up a petii- 
tion that she might sit with the Bridegrooni 
upon his throne. ^^ Neither pray I/' says he, 
'' fbr these' aloncy (these^ my disciples,) but for 
theib also which shall believe on me through 
their word ; that th^y all may be one, as thou 
Farther «rt ia mo,, and I in tbee^ that they also 
may be one in M^ that the world may believe 
that thou hoH sent me.'' Other mercies fill us 
with gratitude, but this overpowers us by its 
gred^tness ; we stand amaKed at it — tt is the very 
top*stone of /atXtf^-^there ii nothing more wonder- 
ful, n^Qthing higher. 

But) further, there are precious privileges 
dependent upon this union, which are duly 
prised by those who understand them. It is 
no small thing that the tongues of the ran<^ 
sotned may address Jesuit as their beloved $ 
but what shall we say, when he himself uses 
the same tender expression in speaking of 
tfipm—** I will call them my people^ which 
1i^ere<not my people ; and her beloved^ ttriwsh 
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was not beloved." Yes, my friends^ such 
unexampled compassion there is in th^ Lamb 
of God, that he not only sees of the trayail of 
his soul and is satisfied^ but in his rejoicing 
he calls them a crown of glory and a royal 
diadem ; and then he adds these gracious 
words, that " as the bridegroom rejoiceth over 
the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee." 
This is the Saviour that invites lost sinners to 
join themselves to him, as they journey over 
the desert; and this is //e, of whom thousands 
say, '"We have other lords, and after them 
will we go." Alas ! ye men of this generation, 
what is become of your boasted wisdom ? 
Your own props are falling all about you, and 
yet you will not stay yourselves upon that 
which would strengthen *^ the weak hands and 
the feeble knees.'^ The desert will soon be 
passed ; the fears and hopes, the idle dreams 
and vain desires will soon be over ; what will 
be your portion at the end of it ? "If the 
righteous scarcely are saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear?" If I throw 
my eye over this wide wfwemess, I see mul- 
titudes pressing onwards with all the restless- 
ness of mere earthly beings; I see them at- 
tempting the hill of salvation in a thousand 
ways ; some as formal professors, some as 
lukewarm worshippers, some by the way of 
works, and others in a reliance on barren faith ; 
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they make no progress ; and yet they cannot 
be persuaded but that heaven is nearer to them 
than it was. But one straight narrow way 
I can discover, more steep and rugged than 
the rest, and a people walking therein ; goodly 
in appearance, but few in number, and their 
guide is like the Son of God. Behold! every 
eye is turned to him ; at every hindrance they 
stop! to consult him : I see hills, and rivers, 
and mountains overcome ; and now they come 
up from the wilderness leaning upon their Be- 
loved. 
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SERMON 11. ^ 

CHRIST THE HUSBAND OF HIS CHURCH. 
Isaiah liv. part of the &Ai yene* 

Thy Maker is thy Husband, the Ijord bf Hosts 

is his name. 

This is a chapter of promiaes— of tlie richefit 
and most astonishing promises ; an(l tfaieyate 
directed^ especially .and exclusively^ to thalt 
part of the church of Christ whkk hUd been 
long shut out of the circle pf pmileg^Si jiirhicdi 
another portion of it, had so abundantly par- 
taken of. This is, as it we^e> a well of lmi% 
water for the Gentiles, refreshiiig. this faint and 
making the weary glad, and whit^h: shall 
only cease to spring when time ihall be do 
more. 

The prophet bad, just beforc^^ been sortoMf- 
ig^ oyer those of his own nation^ wba refiised 
U> receive his report ; hi^ mind s^ma ti) bavte 
been^ in a high degree, digitated and distntil^d, 
at the horrible impiety, in M^iich ' they i^WKittld 
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be involved in after times, when Christ, the 
joy of the whole earth, should grow up as a 
root out of a dry ground. His view reaches 
from the first moment that he took humanity 
upon him, to that most awful one when he 
put it off at the cross: he sees him oppressed 
and afi9icted, and opening not his mouth ; he 
sees his murderers, with cruel hands, bringing 
him to the slaughter; no wonder, that he 
shonld be amazed and confounded at such a 
scene of blood, or that the thought of his heart 
should have been that of Elijah when be came 
before the Lord God of Hosts with this lamen- 
tation, ** The children of Israel have forsaken 
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
slai« thy proi^ets with the sword, and I, even 
I,6nlyani left.'' But God soon caused him 
to sh&ke off this unbecoming spirit; by de- 
clar ing^ that be had not left himself without a 
iiuilVi^ss: *' I hav6 left me seven thousami in 
:|4srael; all the knees which have not bowed 
uilto Baal, and every mouth which hath ndt 
'kisKed him;'' and in this way he comforted 
Isali^ : all Uiat he had prophetically seen of 
the seed of Abraham and Isaac, made his eyes 
giish out with water; but now a brighter 
fidsidnrwas^to pass before him. ' The Spirit bad 
hiid liiturtty open to bim; there, in that tm- 
ex^Iol^^d dnd sediret path, hd bad recognized 
^ Israel vr in fffll ^beHioti, timing their backs 
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upon, a Saviour, creating themselves into inde- 
pendent streams^ and running aMray from the, 
fountain. On a sudden, the picture is.re^ 
versed; he is carried with the rapidity of 
fought into the midst of the heathen wodd ; 
and what a scene does he behold ! their i4o- 
l^trous altars thrown down; their loath^pme 
sepulchres sealed up, and the dry bones 
warmed into life, and standing up, an exceecU 
ing' great army ; his whole soul isi elevated at 
the sight, words of rejoicing force themselv^ 
fron;! his tongue, and rapturous Tfeeli^g;s rush 
iQto his heart ; and this is his song of inspi'*' 
ration : ** Sing, O barren, thou that didst not 
bear ! break forth into singing and cry aloud 
thou that didst not travail with child ! for m<;»rQ 
are the children of the desolate, than the chilr^ 
dren of the married wife, saith the Lord j eiH 
large the place of thy tent, and let them 
stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations ; 
spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen, 
thy stakes, for thou shalt break forth on tha 
right hand and on the left^ and thy seed shall 
inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate 
cities to be inhabited. Fear not! for tboa 
shalt not be ashamed ; neither be thou conn 
foundedi, for thou shalt not be put to shames ;. 
for thou shalt.forget the shame of thy youths and; 
i^alt .w>t remember the shame of thy wildown 
hood any more/' And after he had thus ^^xsksf^ 
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of tte glorioas aispect in which the kingdoms 
of the heathen stood out to his astonished eyes, 
he comes^ at once, to the grand cause of all 
the blessedness that he saw, '' For thy Maker 
16 thy husband, the Lord of Hosts is ' hicr 
nfame:^' 

My division of this subject will be brief and 
simple. I shall ^rst describe those who are 
interestied in' the precious name that Grod as^ 
siimes in the text; and, secondly y show the 
suitableness of iSiat name, as connected with 
the Lord of Hosts, "Thy Maker is thy t^a- 
handi^ diis is a word that expresses the closest 
knd most endearing kind of affection, and 'it 
seems to ha\ne been used for the special pui^ 
pose' of laying open the breadth of diving love, 
and of signifying the spiritual marriage be^ 
tweeh Christ and his church. Where could 
we find a more significant term to represent 
this excellent mystery, than that of husbdndf 
atid how does the bride regard him? he is 
Ikirer and more pleasant in her eyes than any 
other of the sons of men : '' He is the chiefdst 
among ten thousand ;*' and if the bands of our 
^plSvity hare been broken, and we are knit 
into t)ur' beloved by a stronger band, *- through 
l3][e faitli of the operation of God," our rejoic- 
ing wifli be, above all things, in the riches of 
hils^^^k^y. This ii9 ai poiM too little considered 
b^>CHKl^ttiMdsij«bl^ ene most necessary to es- 
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tablTsh that sort of spiritual interest which is 
implied in the words before us. 

Man, alas 1 for the most part, does less ifl 
this matter than created objecte which am 
made for man. " The heavens declare th« 
glory of God, and the firmament showeth bit 
handy work/* We are apt to rest upon tbi^ 
works of the Master Builder> instead of going 
on, and laying out our thoughts upon the hm^d 
that built them ; we talk of his throne, and his 
riches, and his kingdom, and imagination, re<- 
vels in the prospect of enjoyment; the 
thoughts spring involuntarily forward ^s the 
"psalmist directs us to invisible trea^res, and 
says, *^ Glorious things are spoken of thee, thou 
dty of God." No doubt it has a grander sur- 
passing all that the heart can conceive, but it 
is admired abstracted^ for itself; it is the city 
we dwell in, and not the Buiid^: we may be 
meditating intensely, but God is not himself 
in any one attribute distinctly recognized. In 
such a meditation as this, the glory is the pu^ 
rity of God, ** Who is like thee, O Lord, glo- 
rious in holiness V* The apostle, speaking of 
the righteousness of God, says, '' That it is 
by &ith of Jesus Christ unto all^ and upon all 
them that believe, for there is no difference ;'' 
and he gives this as the reason that *' all b»ve 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.^" 
We cannot accumtely measure ourselves^ we 



OF Hl$ CHURCH. 29 

eadnot form any tbiag like a proper eatiiaate 
of our state of degradation as sinners, unless 
we irst. oross the threshold that keeps off ear- 
Mil nbinds from the immaterial worlds, and g/^ 
a^teore defined idea of the perfection of haU« 
acsss; whichv like a clothing of light, «i;ir- 
fdands the' majesty of the Most High. Such a 
Ttew IS essential to the best interests of the 
4iou), and am contemplation of God in Christ> 
tetnored by an infinity of degrees from the 
bngbtest archangd that is the nearest, his 
throne, would bring us lower into the dttst» 
than the most compcebensive consideration thivt 
w^e could bestow ^upon the practical duties of 
the Christian life : these must be air founded 
upon hemiUty, or they are worth nothing, and 
4ii€di a humility as is undisguised and nakefl 
before him with wlu>m we have to do. Be^, 
therefore, my brethren, iumbkd^ thoroughly 
.kumhkd^ if yeu would be cne with the Lord of 
Hosts, by virtue ^f that name which he appro- 
priates to himself in the text. Your love must 
be awakened by a knowledge of hk gUxry^ even 
though th^t knowledge should be only beheld 
as through a giass darkly. 

I may observe, sGGondly, that a bride, when 
she has departed to her husband, leaves father, 
md mother^ and brethren, and sisters, and all 
the oblations thali she haa loved the most, and 
oleaves unto htm; and such a full, and entire 
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ii9 tiprpied J» ?a Jiriid^ askd> the .]iomp»anl ysm^ 
^m <£ tbts widkt^ vorLi. Tbe jic(v^ dianateit 
hfMft.^09ghfi wtth it new XeeUttgs^ a3tdttlie»(ll>vte 
9f »ft MQtb^ luid seii«tiai:bo$oin» wbidt* conJdi 
once mingle wUfa any^of 'thejitiemu(>k.>j|^^ 
wifth» now iniiA io tibat dbutnel which haa bA^n 
op^ed aqd proipidsd by: 6od; Ihe .baart .is^ 
^{iiGirsitad from the ftstenings byjvHi^ itv^m« 
\^^^ aiprimaer to l;be.teactb; iti^itireiiiitiwife 
pgwi^ tO' gist them teunder, but . the liOidnSf 
S||yrit $9q]iL the wock in hand» andiH waald^naip 
'^iH^ that hath the Inride b thec<faridegSDQm)L!Ti 
The qfe^ims are s^arated ; tbey. also jetmi 
esfWped out of the haiid^. Qf the 0p0Jlec»iBiid& 
afe.iisea; they not only derv$d th^MfxMr.ao^ 
oFned his authority as a maater^ but flirera> 
wdl'Pfmsed with htm as :a friebd; thahr obedini 
eiQca was the obedieaee of love.— :Xh^i nmfari*^ 
stan^g is separated; it had the wiadom of fnrali^> 
aad this was its boast and glory.;: but; itfaaai 
threwn it off as a. filthy garment, and ocKWted: 
the logs gain ; it has parted, with n0thingibiit: 
dross ; and, oh 1 what an aeqiikiiitkNQt. in return/ 
does it obtain! — the vmd has .been fidlad i>P^ 
with pure gold, for it has some deinta 
' 'knowledge of Aim who. of .God is madejuntOr 
up wisdooi^i and . f igbifeeoiisness, and. sandtttca^.. 
tijwi, and redemption*!' The. fipicituat faride.ia 
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ai««w. itreatinre, and this sefMiiaitton of die s^mI 
frcUB tbe fiuniliar fiieiids ^itfa whomi in ofher 
daj«^ te'jceald take doimselv is not -meret^^ iai 
matttniixf principle, but of icAoic^'; the lMfid# 
tff/theluitfband^ who has opened hisevMilaM*^ 
ibgfwm&'tKi one of the niifned:'£MaiIy of Adftd/ 
ifir^the c/nNm home of the^ bride. - 
r-dkgasfi! i mnst remark, that in wery 4km6ti¥ 
^fiediMim^ that iaestaUiabed bJetBreeii' twa ^^ 
tietrufx)]i< earthy theie ia a umom of inter eOii f^ 
tboogbtfi^ of the heart are iDtemhanged^ an<t 
m^re^^aled- seorets mkhie^ their way ftom cmetiy 
ttM^^bar": 4f:. there are tears on either aide; 
t1ieiie>ira hand mady to dry them u^ ; if deads 
hme oMTiapttbeinselvea round me soul, /there 
ai^eithe baamings 6f hope on the ether ; if there 
sgreiatfictienar that press in like a flood, they 
aare aaet by .consoUtions, that beat them ^ bttdk 
againi;^ and' sueh a feilowabip the believing 
aoml enjoys, wbich haa reeeived, '' out' tf 
Cfariat^s Hflihi^sa^ .grbeei(Mr grace:" ** Lo, there 
i0inot*aword in my tMgue, but thou, O Lonly 
kiHOitrnt it -altogether/' The delight of f h^ 
8taxkt%ii^ltL^th^ir assurance <^( his special pro« 
vsdenee: they hare gone astray even as others, 
bfit perftct love has cast out fear ; they find' a 
ssireetness in* confeasioai, because they have a 
scun^ ttusl^that the Lord is gradoas, that he in* 
c]iaaih]8>ear ;Qnta them ^^. hetara th^m. ^* I 
cviedHnntOKitherLord with niy voice, a^ he 
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heard me otit of his ho\^ hill.'* It is not tbcir 
premrnption that creates this confidence — they 
are fieir more humble than those who. are satis^ 
fied with a less frequent, or a less earnest 
appeal ; it is not a sense of infuwenaa ;-^ihey 
km>w their deserts, as the guilty ofispria^^ of 
rebellious parents, but then they know their 
privileges also, as those who have been re* 
deemed from slavery and truly espdased to 
Christ. In the season of lejoicingt when, like 
Stephen, they see, as it were, the heavenp 
opened^ and Jesus, their Saviour, standihgat 
the right hand of God ; they beheld, not tbcnr 
Maker or their Saviour oniy, but their Muabmd^ 
and they can rejoice in thinking, that it is bis 
grace alone that has got tfaem^ this foretaste of 
eternal peace. In the seascoi of mourning, at 
the very first stroke of the rod, that has. gireii 
some dear idol a wound unto death, when tfaey 
are reminded that all flesh is grass, and all the 
goodness thereof as the flower of the field, 
they seek a refuge in that covenant promise, 
'' Thy Maker is thy Husband." Here is the 
softener of a restless mind ; here is 1^ welcome 
visitor to the widowed heart ; here is the prap, 
the stay, the best friend of the friendltts^ 
there is an inward witness to all this; and 
every converted heart can interpret hi^ fami- 
guage, '* Fear thou not, I will strengthen thee, 
yea, I will bdp thee, yea, I will uphold: thee 
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with the right hand of my righteousness/^ 
Oh! what a charm there is in such holy com** 
muningsas these ! the world loses them through 
unbelief, but the true churchy which is the bridd 
of Christy she has gloried in them from the 
beginning, and will continue to enjoy them 
unto the end. Such must toe he, my fnendsi 
if we mean to see our interest in that jumc 
which God assumes in the text 

We have, in the second place, to consider the 
peeuliar suitajdeness of it, as connected with 
the Lord of brats ; and here 1 shall be able to 
sbcfw you, th^t all the qualifications we can 
conc^i^ necessary £m: a good husband, in their 
very highest d^gvee, are centered in God. The 
bride is in weakness, and he strengthens her ; 
l^e enemy is {rarsuing her, she asks for refugei 
andshetfindait us^der the shadow of his wings — 
fMii the time of trouble he shall hide me in his 
paNrilion ; in the seetetof his tabernacle shall 
lie bide me«" If this be a controverted truths 
it is easy to find out in what hearts the contro* 
versy is carried on. It cannot be in those who 
bcdieve, fiiir it wab the very consciousness of 
tfidir being weak and empty vessels that led to 
tbfi»r acknowledgment of the gospel, ** as the 
/power of God unto salvation :" they fled from 
tbe God of this world because they saw they 
were deep in error, and they felt that it was 
notnnman to>direbt his steps; and they gather- 
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6d tliemselves together rdund the cfross of 
Ghfist, ' because they viewed it as an anch6r 6f 
great strength, becaiise they were precisely itt 
the right state to derive advantage froth it/ being 
in^fear, and weakness, and icnuch tremblin]^. 

There are a variety of ways in which QM 
iaterpioses, for the preservation of his chtjrchf 
sometimes it is done with a word, as in die 
case of the weeping Mary^ — *' Thy faith hath 
fliaMed thee, go in peace :^' sometime it is done 
mi^uhok, which pierces deep, dndis evl&n^ 
iiibtte^ expressive than the tongvd ; as in th6 
6ase of Peter^ when hiii heart was so fnelt^' 
that there ran out from it a stream of godly 
sotrow, that worked for him a repentance 
ttntd life. And sometimes he' exerts a thor^ 
se&itible manifestation of power, as when Uef 
bright Paul in triumph from Dathafecbs; boundf 
#ith the soft chains of bis love : each of these 
tiaptive sinners were conquered with a different 
weapon, but the same effect was produced iti> 
tfaekn all ; they were plucked as brands out' of 
die^ burning ; they were made strong in the 
Lord^ and in the power of his might ; they 
vifiere filldd with the fruits of righteousness, 
and made a part of that church which was pur-^ 
chased with his own blood. \ 

>. &Qt our ^orable Lord may be likehed td a 
h)U«lbtiind in another respect, inasmuch as it is' 
Ae/Who, vn^'E pbcaiiar wase^chthesthe Md^i^^' 
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Whit is a child of man, when he first beholdfl 
the biightuess of his rising ? Is there one »n^ 
Qame that can fully and adequately express 
whjat he is ? Alfut ! in his heart there is a com^- 
binatwn.of all that is evil, and it would reqijir^ 
tLCfmbinaiim of names to give the full exteift of 
his wf etchedness« That bold sinner who took 
his place at the marriage supper, had indeed a 
ciotMng, which in his own eyes, was fit for the 
solemn occasion ; but the King saw that it was 
ar clothing of rags, which sin had thoroughly 
defiled, and therefore he said, '* Cast him into 
outer darkness ;^ for he who dwelletfa in the^ 
bei^vens isof purer eyes- than to behold iniquity;. 
T<his is our natural state ; ''By nature we ar^ 
ehildr^ of wrath ;'^ all that have had the breatk 
af life,^ have had this raiment : the greater utitvn^ 
}^er will not allciw .that it is spotted and ua^ 
clean, an^ they carry it with them to the tomb^ 
tiae ^rit is wrapped up in it as it waits for^ 
judgment, as the My is, in its winding sheet, ' 
In this state, mixed with the mass of unbe«« 
U^vers, the bride lies ; there she is found by Ui6 
Lord's awakening light ; she is led out of tbisi 
chamber of darkness, and told of her high des% 
tifiy ;: she is clodied after the manner of the; 
prodigal, and the ccmimamd is to that efiSeet^ 
f^ Brio^ forth the best robe, and put a ring on 
her han4> and shoes on h^ feetf".* Now tiiei 
da^ghter of Babylon ist^ bride of a Kl^g s^'the^. 
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Lordiias sworn and will not repent;" she iar join^ 
ed to him by a sure covenant for ever and ever; 

Such is the saint, my brethren, so clothed^ 
so loved, so ennobled, whom you fly from as a 
plague; such is the serious Christian, whom 
you charge with foolishness; and such must 
every one of you become, if you desire to sei 
the glories of that day which the Lord hath 
made, to rejoice and be glad in it. 

But I must here mention another point of 
affinity that Christ bears to a husband ; I moan 
in that pecuHarity of affectum with which he re- 
gards the bride. ^* I have loved thee wil^ ati 
everlasting love." It is strong as- dearth, and 
cannot bear a rival ; He is a jealous 6o4, and 
will not dwell in a divided heart. Hear^ as to 
this point, howsolemnly he warns her; '^Heark^ 
O daughter, and consider; inclii|e tbhie ear, 
forget also thine own people, and thy ftLth^'s 
bouse, so shall the King greatly dem^e thy 
beauty.'' This is not the love of yesterday, it 
was in being before even the earth and the 
heavens were made, and all h^ wanderingit 
cannot force it out of its course. He Idoked 
down from heaven, and there was distress of 
nations, and perplexity ; the powers of earth and 
the powers of hell had made a league tbgelher, 
and were making havoc of the chureh ; she^wtt 
already in captivity, and had no remembrance 
of the high God, her Redeemer ; but hd bad 
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her in his heart abwe ; in all her affictkmft he 
was afl9icted ; and now when she seemed utter* 
ly forsaken, he appeared at her prison doors 
with the warrant for her deliverance : a price 
iwas demanded, oh ! what a costly price ! but 
1m love rejoiced to pay it, and so he ** gave bis 
life a ransom for many." How sweet and graci* 
Qus were the words with which he then com*- 
forted the soul ! '' Shake thyself from the dust, 
idose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O 
captive daughter of Zion :" ye have sold your* 
iselvQS for nought, and ye shall be redeemed 
without money/' Yes, my brethren, without 
tnoti^^ bufe not without a full, perfect, and soffit- 
eient ipaymmit : not a fraction of it could be 
abated ; all that justice clamed was wrung from 
him. Do you inquire how the extent of it can 
be JciM^ii ? you may learn it in the high priests 
halU vrhare he was. dei^it with as a criminal, as 
aworm, and no mant«-«the very scorn of men, 
.^nd an outcast from the people : you may learn 
itvinhia hour of agony, in those drops of unutte^^ 
^h\& ungwsh, that forced their way wit of his 
theart,^ atiii spoke of the torture he endured 
'within ; you may re&d it at the cross, where he 
laU l^lee]p in mortal weakness, as the Son of 
M^^i atthe sepulchre^ where he publishedhisdo- 
^nmiQb over thi^ gra^e, and declared that as the 
i^onqueror^if death he was the Son of Grod with 
ipoWen Qb ! the rich mfercy ofrBuoh a husband ! 
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vbftt htt be not suffered and dope to reaocie km 
vadecdiriag bride, and pat a crown of gbrj 
spon bar bead ! a tbousandth part of. mob 
aympathy abown us by an eartbly. friend,, uader 
tbe diitredsea of life, would call up aomethii^^ 
like a responsive affection ; but there is a fnee^r 
itig coldness about many a heart that we conr 
iwse with about the love of Jesus^ that caft 
only be accounted for on the sad, but most 
warrantable supposition, that it is not the bysart 
of a bride^ 

I shM show, lastly, that the mairriiage contract 
wbich the Lord has made with his belovedi ia 
inviolable , and eternaU Hp^e the oontr^c^wf 
parlSes, in the solemnity of maxrii^j' mre only 
bound to eacb other v^hiUt they retain tbeM^ 
mortal bodies. ** Know ye not« brethcen/' jaya 
the apostle, ^^that the law hath dominian over 
a man as long as he livetb V but tibe deatb of 
the woman frees him from the law. But tbes^ 
holy and beavenly nuptials, instead of b^g 
dissolved by our transition from grace to glory* 
are more«openly solemnized : every believer wiU 
then know from actual observation* what is now 
assured to him, by experience, that '* bis Maker 
is bis busband, and that the Lord of Hoits ia 
bis name.'* 

What a happy thing it is for us, that in tbe 
great change which mortality must nodfii^p^ 
wbM this corruptible shall pot on incwraptiqit* 



&f HIS CHURCH; ^* 

ftdfe vAW b« no change wbatever in the pur-^ 

poses of God ; as they were in the beghmmg cf 

^reaticm, so will they be at the dissolution of 

it; 'fiKsTerybmmscieiiceis a .sufficient, security 

ftat th^re can 'be neither fluctaation nor vari- 

aMenbife in tfafe dime mind ; his plans artf laid 

npon h?6 knowledge of futurity, hence it miMt 

%e Manifest, that to doubt whether tkejf who 

rire received into the true church below, will 

B'i&admilfted into the true ark above, whether 

they who are once his chosen, shall be always 

His'chbsen, is to tnbke a direct attack upon ijbe 

-vMsdotb'aAd stability of God — it is to suppose 

A^): h^ii as variable as ourselves, and that the 

c^atn of^ his proceedings, which he has linked: 

tbgcfiher firofti the foundation of the world, may* 

bfd disatrahged ' % some human event, which' 

liiiifroecur tb^ay or to-morrow. Hedoesoeca- 

^fbiS^IIy stffter a doud to overcast his people^ 

btii thS^ is a caise of triai and not of duertiM, 

<^*y or a small moment have I forsaken thee, but' 

with gireat mercies will I gather thee.** The 

fyaf^ ^ a bride lest Almighty kindness should* 

dl^ptirt ff om fa^r, are the crude part of a faith that 

bfasr^nM^iK^It its foundation ; they may trouble; 

aUd 'harksi^ the beKever, but they cannot iin*' 

settle the dispensations of the Most High. : 

''•j4.nd how, tny friends, ,y0M who have^beeil the 

b<^ar^rs of that excellent promise, ** Tliy Maker 

iff' tbylhusbandp what is your honest |udgauHit^ 

D 
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concerning it ? Can you claim it as belonging 
to yourselves, or is it a S'cripture with which 
you have liothing to do? If you would be safe 
in this matter, you must lay aside vain thoughts 
and conjectures, and trust only to evidences^ 
and the most deceitful heart will hardly create 
evidences where there are none. Remember 
that the bride has duties to perform of the most 
sacred kind ; she must have her affections close-f 
ly bound up with those of the King's Son ; she 
must put on her beautifiil garments when she 
goes forth to meet him, and make her boast in 
his glory : then will the Lord cocdfbrt all her 
waste places, and in her heart gladness shall 
be found, thanksgiving and the voice of melody; 
feveh in poverty her wealth shall be more abund^ 
ant than that of princes : ih battle, ** no weapon 
that shall be formed against her shall* prosper;" 
she shall not only have a home in Zion, but a 
trown; zndi her delight Will be in the Lord of 
Hosts, not merely as a Maker of the body, but 
as a Rnsband of the soul. 
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SERMON III. 

CHRIST BY HIS SPIRIT THE TEACHER OF 

HIS CHURCH. 

Job xxxiy. 32, 

^* That wimh Ihc not teach thou me; if I haw 
dene iniquity Twill do th) more'' 

ALTifoucfH th^re is but one way in which the 
sinner ean get imy effectual encouragement from 
the tinrone of grace, numy are the by-*ways that 
the deeeltfulnese of the heart has contrived as 
apfnoaches to it : one man will come to it without 
even a show of reveience or godly fear» as if 
it were accessible to all who named the name 
af Christ, but did not depart from iniquity ; 
anotlier will be halting between two opinions, 
now treating religion as a shadow^ and now as a 
reality ; and in this variable and unsteady frame 
will make an effort to reach it. But he who is 
dead indeed unto ^in, and alive unto God, knows 
that bis purpose is not to be attained in such a 
spirit as this ; he trembles at the confidence of 

d2 
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• 

those who are still yielding their members as 
instruments of unrighteousness, presuming to 
cast anchor near the rock of ages, and in all 
their natural uncleanness, thinking to have a 
part in the blessed estate of the godly ; and he 
cannot but wonder at the unscriptural hopes of 
the half Christian, who puts up his petitions at 
that throne, rather with the idea of performing 
a duty, than of bringing down from thence any 
thing in the way of mercy. In what a dif- 
ferent patlj does he himself travel ; he is clothed 
with humility, because this is the garment his 
Lord has provided for him ; he is diligent, because 
he is in baste to get a sight of his Father's 
countenance ; he walks lightly under the crass, 
becaiise he is moving homewards ; he is happy, 
because he sees ^ a rainbow round about the 
throne, in sight like unto an emerald ;•' and: he 
has learnt that this is a gracious pledge of the 
covenant mercies of his God ; and in the same 
child-like temper he frames his secret addresses 
to his unseen but not unknown Benefactor ; he 
does not endeavour to explain away his sins, or 
to excuse them under the name of infimdties.; 
he does, not attempt to judge whether he is a 
greater or a less audacious sinner than others ; 
for he knows that the least in the catalogue iof 
offences is quite enough to condemn him, but 
when he falls down in the presence of God, it 
is not to reason but to coirfess ; not to act as a 
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disputer of this world, but to be taught the 
true way to the world to come : his language, 
in effect, is that of the text, ** That which I see 
not teach thou me ; if I have done iniquity I will 
do no more/' 

- Such a request, my dear brethren, sent up to 
heaven, out of a lowly and simple mind,. will 
gain for you a higher wisdom than was vouch* 
9.afed to Solomon, and riches which in all his 
earthly kingdom he did not possess — the ever<^ 
lasting and unsearchable riches of Christ. 
' There are three points of instruction in the 
passage before us, that seem to call for consi*- 
deration : Mrst, how and by whom man is to be 
taught knowledge ; secondly, wherein it will 
essentially consist; and, lastly, what the effects 
of such teaching must be. 

The world abounds with teachers, but none 
of them profess to do more than qualify man* 
kind for the several situations they are to occupy 
in life. . It is not the most brilliant imagination 
that can by searching find out God ; it is not 
the deepest philosopher that can say to the 
dumb stone, arise, neither is it multitude oft/ears 
that can teach wisdom. David's experience in 
this matter is worth our attention, '' O how I 
love thy law ! it is my meditation all the day, 
thou, through thy commandments, hast made 
me wiser than mine enemies, for they are ever 
with me, I have more understanding than all 
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Tuy teachets, for Cliy testitnonies dire my medita^ 
tion. -' Now the sort of understadding that be 
possessed, may be determined by bisi own tx* 
pression, ** Thy testimonies are my meditation** 
It was his clear perception of these in their spi* 
rituality and fulness, that lifted him up so far 
above the level of those masters of Israel, who 
knew the letter of the law, but not the ^irii of 
it. tt is not left to the fanciful opinions of men; 
wise in their own conceits, to fix who or who is 
not the instructor of the ignorairt, and a teacher 
of babes ; this, amongst others, was a truth 
brought to light by Christ; for in the warning 
that he gave his disciples to publish his doc-^ 
trines^ without regard to the displeasure of men, 
he added this caution ; ** And when they bring 
you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates^ 
and powers, take ye uo thought how or what 
thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say, 
for the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same 
hour what ye ought to say." And again, in that 
memorable chiapter of John, where fats love 
runs out in such a stream of tenderness, he 
leaves this consolation with them : *' These 
things have I spoken unto you, being yet pre* 
sent with you, but the Comforter, whidh is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you.^ And to thei^ strong de« 
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claration9 of Christ, I may add the e:s(perienc^ 
of hi& apo3tle : *' now we have received/' says hej 
'' not the spij^it of the world, but the Spirit which 
is of God, that we might know the things that are 
freely given to us of God, which things also we 
4peaky not in the words which man's wisdop^ 
teaohetb, but which the IJoly Ghost teacheth^ 
comparing spiritual thii\gs with spiritual." Thus 
it appears^ that wheneveir man i^ efilpctually in* 
9tructe4 to the salvation of his soul, God's 
convincing Spirit is the agent of the work. 
Novr let us see how he conducts his operation : 
and, in the j^r^^ place, he does it silently. Thfi 
removal of the vail from the heart, is like the 
unsealing of our lK>rd's sepulchre by the angels ; 
a guard may b^ watching round it, yea, a host 
of enemies may be encamping to secure the 
prey, but in the midst of them all, the soul will 
ri^e from the dead, and in the irresistible power 
pf Christ come off more than conqueror. There 
is no sounding of a trumpet that a victory ha^ 
l^een achieved over principalities and powers ; 
jip banner held out to tell the news that another 
of the redeemed is added to Christ's kingdom ; 
all that the King of kings requires, is, that the 
stpny barriers of the heart, like the walls of 
Jericho, should fall down, and that an entrance 
^hppld be made for his dear Son. The conquesU 
of men are to be sem of men, and admred of 
men, aud for every triumph, the captain has 
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l^l^p^jipnt' honoar ; bnt it id not so ia the tri- 
ujQfipfas of grace* Th^ wozkings of Jesus are for 
}}is cbildreD's happioasd sa:A not his own; we 
dp not hear the converted say, ^' Behold me in 
the liberty 'wherewith the Lord hath made m6 
free ; rejoice and be glad, for my Redeemer 
l^ath done it/' He needs not a tongue to pro^ 
claim Ui every action <rf thp child of God teiy 
the event in a language more powerful .thanE 
speech ; the fruits of the victory are showa 
in his delighting in holidesB^ his fervency m 
prayer, his iave to the brethren, his overc(Ming the 
world. 

But further. The work of the Spirit id eon- 
ductqd successfully ; I mean that in all cases it^ 
success is certain^ We must argue thus^ if we 
believe in him to be an omnipotent Spirit ; could 
any one have had a zeal less according to know* 
ledge than Paul ? or a* more infuriated desir6 
to blot out the name <^ Jesus of Nazareth 
frpm the Jewish records ? and yet, at the first 
Oall from heaven, he answered like a penitent ; 
at the first wound that the sword of the Spirit 
gave him, the enmity of his heart was slain: 
Never can the Sun of Righteousness throw> 
in. his healing light upon a heart in tain; his 
beams are too precious- to be thrown away ;» 
wherever his word runs, it will be glorified; 
'* He hath mercy on whom he mil have mercy," 
and^ ^hm it is necessary for his own honour and' 
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glory, *' whom he witt he hardeneth/' This is not 
the result of an arbitrary power, but the fruits 
of the hidden wisdom of God, which we cannot 
see now through the vail of this mortal nature; 
but which we shall see hereafter. How remark- 
ably is that scripture verified in the case of 
Nineveh, *^Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts :'' one 
blast of the Lord's trumpet was enough, <' yet 
forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown ;'' 
and immediately influenced, as it were, by the 
same feeling, and with one common consent, 
** six- score thousand persons, who could not dis- 
cern between their right hand and their left, 
believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put 
oh sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to 
the leastof them." And so the Spirit prevailed, and 
the fierce anger of God was turned away, and 
the men of the city perished not. It is indeed 
said by the same Father of mercy, " My Spirit 
shall not always strive with men,'" as if there 
existed a counteracting power in the soul, of 
sufficient force to mar and overthrow the pur- 
poses of the Most High. But the expression 
ratheir refers to the instruments of the Lord, com- 
missioned by his Spirit, than the Lord himself; 
it means no more than that the preachers of 
righteousness should cease to strive, when they 
meet with such hearts as those of the old world 
that resisted Noah ; and of Pharoah, that set 
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itself as a fliiit agaimt Moses ; and (here^i!^ 
the ^trivicgs of Noah, which had rua 09 I^di; « 
hundred years, cacbe to aa end ; and the I^sl 
words of Moses to the king of Egypt wece, *M 
wUl see thy face no more.''^ You have thud 
seen v^ho is the only effective teacher of mm; 
and how he carries on his work. 

I proceed, secondly, to inquire, of what kind 
is the knowledge he imparts ? '' That which I 
tee not, teach tAott me.^ Firat, he teadsies juil 
our weajmess, fop this we see not. Itisone of 
the things that requires a peculiar manifesta-t 
tion of brightness to make it perceptible 4 they, 
whom grace has made the holiest mid the 
strongest, are the very persons who feel their 
natural insufficiency the most. . Be$>fe the 
gospel light becomes a lamp to their feet, wilih 
all the mass of intelligence that they have coli* 
leeted from the stores of humani learning, it 
entirely escapes their observation, that ih the 
work of salvation they are more helptasss than 
a child, and that to understand anything of it 
as the work of Christ, they must de as a child ; 
nay^ spiritual things will remain parables for 
ever^ if they cannot be. brought to ooufoss that 
they are of yesterday, and know nothing* How 
did Moses tremble to enter into divine things 1 
With all his wisdom he felt himself a mere 
creature of the dust. '/ And Moses said unto 
the Lord, O my Lord ! I am not eloquent, nei- 
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tliei' heretofore, aor siiice thou hast spoken nata 
Ay sOYBxA ; but I am slow of speech and aC 
a slow tongue. And the Lord said unto him^ 
Who hath majde man's mouth, or who maketh 
the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing^ or the Uind 3 
Nowtherefore go, and I will be with thy mouth; 
and teach thee what thou shalt say/' AbmI 
thus he will act by his servants eten to tha 
end of the world ; and the more they are found 
lookmg unto. Jesus^ and inqiuring diligently of 
his 8alTati<m, the less will be the burden of the 
cros% and less affliotiye the sorrows and dis*» 
tresses of life. This was the cause why Paul 
took pleasure in reproaches, and persecutions^ 
and necessities for Christ's sake : ^' because/' 
says he, ^ when I am weak, then am I strong ;" 
the more he leatit upon Christ, the more simple 
he made his dependanoe, the more able he 
found himself to carry on the work of an evan* 
gelist. 

' But the teaching of the Spirit does not end 
here: we learn from him also the real value of 
the things that are in the world ; '* that which I 
see not, teach thw me." And where is the Chris*^ 
tian who is mt so taught, that does, or that cam 
discover that the chief attractions of the world 
are made up of the lust of the eye and the 
pride of life ? He is not conscious that this 
flatterer, so full of smiles and fascinations, is one 
of the most successful agents of the prince of 
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darknesd^ and wind over more souls to his king- 
dom than awhole cainp of hostile bands who 
cmne against us . in an attitude of defiance. 
These we count zk foes; we tremble at their 
ihreatraings, and fly from their attack ; but as 
to the other^ we greedily desire its friendship, 
and lay hold of the poisoned hand which is de* 
signed to destroy both body and sonl. All that 
it erer proposes is in the way of subtlety : look 
at the disguise which cloaks this treacherous 
dealer ; it dare not appear in its true character^ 
for that would at. once alarm us ; but, like that 
bid serpent, the founder of all hypocrisy, who 
feigns to be what he is not, he clotltes himself 
in- borrowed garments, and his followers^ belieTe 
the lie. There is, indeed, an occasional suspi- 
dm raised in some moment of reflection, that 
the world is deceiving us ; and we may be so 
far awakened as to say, '' The voice is the 
voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hai^ of 
Esau :" but we soon fall again into the same 
deep slumber, and are ready to address it in the 
spirit of the patriarch's language^ ** Draw near 
unto me, my son/' Look too atits promises: 
what an inviting prospect do they hold out of 
pleasures that are never realized — of comforts 
that are full of bitterness — of honours, that can- 
not satisfy. Visit the rich man, or the honourable, 
who have arrived at their extreme point of ele*- 
vation, and ask them if at this height their desires 
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are not as craving as before : visit them in a 
dying hoar, when this sepulchre of a world 
shows its dry bones, and let them tell you whe* 
tber they have been repaid for the cost and 
labour at which they have got possession of 
these toys, whether they have made tbem 
holier, or wiser, or richer for eternity. 

But the Holy Ghost does more thaa this; 
he teaches us our secret sins^ even those which 
without him would have Iain for ever unnoticed 
in the secrecy of the inner man. It would hard* 
ly be supposed from the way in which we seem 
to confide in the heart, that it was ^' deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked," and 
that out of it proceed those evil thoughts and 
high imaginations, which are so often ripened 
into the most unholy and degrading actions* 
Hazael was one of those confident sinners, 
who had more faith in his integrity than in the 
prophet's word ; so greatly affected was Eliaha 
when he saw him, that, as the Scripture ext 
presses it, *' he settled his countenance sted- 
fastly until he was ashamed, and the man of 
God wept ; and Hazael said. Why, weepeth my 
lord? and he answered. Because I know the 
evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Israel ; 
their strong holds wilt thou set on fire, and their 
young men wilt thou slay with the sword, and 
wilt dash their children, and rip up their women 
with child. And Hazael said. But what, is thy 
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senrsQt a dog, that /he should do tbksV — Ddmi 
took a right view of his soul» when he said» '^ who 
can mderstand his errors ? cleanse thau me 
iftmn ray secret faults;" he felt that Ms oi^a 
errors 4iad carried him away into a dry and thirsty 
land, and that his secret sins co^d only be 
searched out^ and purified, by God. Do aot 
fancy, my brethren, ^eeause yoii are not as 
soine men ase, drunkards, or extortioners, er 
swearers^ that therefore these hidden Micwtes 
fire not spoihtig you inanother way; nsfneoitber 
the hestrt is their »a(2ira/ hiding^plaee, andtb^re 
they lie, like a worm, unaeen and unfelt^ .de^ 
Jirooring the root, and giving an eflfecfeual cheek to 
the buddingiand the blossoming and the ifaarirest 
If ever f(»get that they are 9ccret skss^not perceptii- 
bletoyourselves, becenie so habitnal^ perhaps, as 
to have worked themselves in as a ^part of your 
intture^ or so subtle in their opesation, as. to 
ehide every eye but tiiatof God : your basinesp 
is to get a strong light tiirown upon, them ftom 
heaven, and, in every devotional cry yen poup: 
out, to eapress some such petition as this, ''that 
which I see not, teach thou me/' Atthis poitat 
I may properly pass on to the last tbrancb of the 
teut^ and consider the effects of his heavenly 
ti^Lching--*-'' if I have done iniquity, I will .do 
no more," 

This expression is not to be taken as ^gene^ 
ral (»ie, implying doubts whether sin had been 
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eonxmitted at ail, for ^' we are all by oaf ore the 
ekildren 4Sif irrsth even as others;" but it is a 
relative one, applicaUe to those deep-seated fi»ns 
which must be revealed by the Spirit : if I ha?e 
baeen a trani^essor throoghignorance and an* 
belief, ''teach tiioa me, and i will do no 
ioore;" this is a resolution made first in depend^ 
once m the epeckU faoowr ofGML It is the only 
way: in which we can ever resolve to any good 
piorpose, and lience the palpable reason why 
such a multitude of vows are uttered in times of 
daugerand^teasons^yf great distress, and broken 
when the day of trouble has passed over us. 
Such feeble breathings «ui these are ratihw ex- 
eiamations of alann from the view of punish- 
ment, than: the solemn . desire of the soul to 
cease£*c»D strange vanities, and to turn humbly 
io the living God; thby. are. independent eac- 
pressions, ^ce thesis which the apostle coo* 
demas^ f'go tooMW, ye liiat say, to-day orto- 
moarrow We will tgo into such a city, and con- 
tiooe there a year, and buy and sell, and get 
gadn^ wheraas ye kn^w nc^ what shall be on 
tfae'mom^; for that ye cu^ to say, if the Lard 
^iuilf wb ishall do fMs or that :" in the one case, 
there is merely the knpulse of a strong natural 
fbeling ; in tte- ether fisere is the -same stmngth 
of feeling, but kept in subjection by a con- 
M^ioosness that the issue of all evmits is with 
Gtod^^that^ ^ it is net of him that runneth, nor 
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of him*tliftt willeth^^ bBfcof God tfaotskowetii 
mercy.'* To remlve m this seiise« is tiie.propiir 
act of 000 who has cast off the vf^^n^B of dark^ 
9eM, and put upon him the araiont of light;: it 
is.Kme.of the first^lhiits of a heart librarted Smat 
its haaA taric-masters, and thirsting to mi^e somd 
manifMtiBttioa of its love; thk is the. sort «f 
tomp^. : that njakos ready the sond for tl|e 
fitrthof teaching of the Spirit, a&d.»cb, if: it bo 
a. hamhle and diligent seeker^ wiU never WAni 
a erudoessftil return of love; for thus saMi th^ 
tifwd^ ''.¥di0ao oflfereth prsnaei gloriflttb ' «ier/ 
wd to bsm that ordereth his .converskion aright; 
mil I fl^ow the salvation of Qaii^ 

Again : to r^olve in this manaei* I hai^ de^ 
aeiibed» implies^ that tbe smaer is disturbed m 
btsseul, atthe recollectiosnadf tbe past^ iio*oti0 
wdnld make a solemn declaration of this Mt^ 
wtthont an impression that some btoom aia 
hMi. escaped him, and that bis heart was not 
yet. purified as it should be; it . ia this restlessi 
ness'that.drives him to the Bibie, and it is th^ 
Bible that sends him to Christ, and wlien.it is^ 
clearly revealed to him wkat he has iim, «revy^ 
desire is : on the stretch to find ont ^hat ht QMifi 
be: *' Lord, what shall. I do to be sawed?'' 
'' that which I see not, teaoh ihom me." 

Aesoktions when tbey are formed under ilk^ 
divine ! direction, are predo^is things. They are 
like tbe effiirts of a child to lisp its wattte, and 
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ua p^meot tindei^liiiids its meaning; so does 
the Father of spirits eoinpreheiid vrhat the chTld 
of Ms adoption would say, and gives hite en^ 
eouragement to repeat them. But the believet 
deals io something more substantial than wonhr} 
be begins with promUes^ but he ends with acti^m, 
whioh plainly tdl him that his prayer has gontf 
up as a tnemorial before God. He does not 
otfntiilue, as before, to say from day to day, **i/ 
I have done iniquity, I will do no more.^ 
J^t now he is less a ^aiber than a doer of the 
w^chnI i all men may see that there are ispringi 
risinig ' in the desert, and firuit-bearing tree* 
flourishing in fbe wiMemess. Observe whiat h^r 
is when led foi^th by tbe Holy Ghost : notice his 
eye^ barr it looks unto Jasas, and his heart how 
it beats for Grod ; his affections have fled away 
fpom the earth, and his faith has overcome the 
worliL Are you in such a hapgy case, my bre^i*' 
lliren? 3fou say, you can resolve — I questionit not j 
If tOHiight wwe to find you struggling with a 
lEi^ortal disease, you would mourn, and perhaps 
in mnceiity^ over the past, and resolve earnestly 
lor the firture ; but would not this he farced upon 
yau^ by the pressing and alarming circumstances 
of ybD9u? actual condition, rather than by the graci* • 
ous Spirit of Qod? If you have already had re- 
a^ations on your lips, have they been followed 
by such striking tokens of holiness, and such 
a tKUi^Mrttation of mind, that every psfising 
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observar who knows tbe work of Jesus, might 
say, the Lord hath done it. His teaching; if you 
are taught by him, would be speedily succeeded 
by those practical evidences that could not. be 
misunderstood; It is better to know the worst 
of your hearts, that you may go boldly to the 
throne of grace, for the balm to soothe, and the 
physician to heal them. If you are without 
knowledge in this matter, whatever is your ex- 
perience in other sciences, you know nothing, 
you are but babes, I cannot say that you are 
babes in Christ; what better admonitiou,. then, 
than that in the text, could be put ipto your 
mouths, and I might add, what more prc^ti^ble 
one, if your hearts were laid open tP eiDibr^ce 
it? Oh 1 come to it, in the spirit of a mourner I 
come to it as an ^pplic^mt who would not be 
sent empty away ! ** Open your m>^t}f. vjridq, 
aod he will fill it ;" say to him^ ** that .which I 
aee not, teach thou me» and j£ I hav« dom iW" 
quity, I will do ao more." 



• • 
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SERMON IV. 

CHRIST THE STRENGTH OF HIS CHURCH. 

HsBacws XII. 1st and part of the 2nd verses. 

Sedng we atsa are compassed about with so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay a^de every we^ht^ 
and the iin which doth so easily beset w^ and let 
us run with patience the race that is set b^ore 
us, looking unto Jesus. 

It k very comforting to the pilgrio) who is 
tossed to and fro by the changes and chances 
of this mortal Ike, to remember that all the 
pilgrims of former ages had the same allotment, 
and that every one with whom he journey, 
luusi to bear the chastisement of a son, and tiP 
ibecome like Jesus, who took this very path in 
his way to the grave, a nmn of sorrows and acr 
quainted with grief* It is very animating to 
the good soldier of Christ to take this reflec- 
tion with him to the battle, that other soldiers 
l>efQre him have been on the Lord^s side, thst 
his war&re is not a harder one than l)beirs; 

£2 
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that if ''he bears in his body the marks of the 
Lord Jesus/' they have been wounded too, and 
if he IS in the midst of those who seek to take 
away his life, they had enemies not less mighty 
who gathered themselves together against them. 
The apostle felt what a strength there was in 
such consolations as these^ when he searched 
all the generations of men for examples of 
faith, that he might set them before his Hebrew 
ccmverts. He was not satisfied with selecting 
one or two of the brightest, but, beginning at 
the earliest age, he travels down through every 
succeeding period of time, even to the days 
of the prophets, to show that in every, o^ie of 
these je^ges a little flock was to be; found so- 
journing in a strange country, and .enduring 
grief, as "seeing him who was invisible;" 
he shows Christians how these elders obtained 
a good report, who had only seen 4he promises 
afar 6iF, how entirely they could /trust God 
tiM)ugh they had never boen with Jesus; and 
ihein he. calls over their names, as if he thought 
thftt the contemplation of these > smnfe^ living 
upon the nourishment of faith, though all in 
comparative darkness, would, ig^r up and en- 
courage his. brethren to lift up the hands: which 
hang down, and the feeble kneas ;> and in this 
way of exhortation, he opens the present chap- 
ter: ^^ Wherefore* seeing we also ares com- 
passed about with. so great a cloud of .witnesses^ 
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let us lay aside, every weight, and the aid 
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us^ 
looking unto Jesus/' These words embrace 
the whole of a sinner's duty. May the Spirit 
of truth fix your hearts to the serious consi- 
deration of it, whilst I attempt to point out, 
jSr3t,rwiaLt the race is which is set before us; 
secmdfy, the hindrances that cause men to be 
so slack in it ; and, thirdfy, the encoun^ng 
support that the belicTer has, at every point of 
hii^ progress. 

• • • 

This eschoirtation lets us into the apdstle's 
charaotw; it declares him to be a clear- 
sights observer of Maman nature, and justi- 
fies the description he gives of himself, , that 
be would be ^' all things to all men, if by any 
means he might win some/' He had seen the 
competitors in some earthly contest, striving 
for a corruptible crown, cheered and home 
along by the aedafmation of the multitude, and 
be borrows the idea for the use of Chriatians 
in their heavenly race, that they might have 
an additional motive for running well, in that 
cloud of .witnesses which he beautifully intro- 
duMs as ' anions and interested spectators* 
looking out of thciir glory, ready to rejoice over 
them as they reach the ^oal, and to welcome 
them as conquerors to their home, and as 
feUow-eitizens to the household of God* There 



S4 CHRIST TH& STRENGTH 

is a stiikiiif peculiarity about this raee^ ffbkh 
betoogis not to My other. Our sucoess in a 
contest for worldly honoinrs, may be nid tihe 
almoi^t invariably the result of our own aothrity 
and skiUi wme but the strong cam win> the 
faint and <^e weary will miss the pritOi Mow 
the r^irerse of tidis is the ease witii those who 
run for im idcorfuptible citmn; they who. fed 
lefest eottidmce in their own powenft^ and are 
most firessed down by weakness, are found 
^rM at tiie stairting post, not to prepare for 
running with their own unassisted natures^ but 
to haii« their ^IbiDS girt about with trath^ and 
theilr feet ahod with the preparation (»f the 
gospel cf peace/' K theilr infimikies wdm un^ 
felt^ they coiild neither run at ail, m4isto ^btMm, 
nor *' press towards the mark for the pri^e of 
the high callmg of God in Christ Jesus.^ 
This very sense of weakness it is, that oairies 
them to a fbontain mere refrashing than tb^ 
pooLof Bethesda, and that at last, btings them 
to the strength of an eagle. ^^Wben I am 
weak,'' says the apostle, ** then am t strong." 
The law in his members was contkiually re- 
minding him^ that of himself he could do no* 
thing, but then he had a law in his nnnd that 
tanght him how to bring forth fruit unto God. 
I grantv that multitudes in the worid act «pon 
ai ]ilaa most opposite to this; but are they 
striving, or making any effort, or falling in with 
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the fMirpoMs of a gracious deliverer ? are they 
not rather speaking peace to their own hearts^ 
where there is no peace, and soothing them* 
selves into a slamber, that if not broken will 
be ruinoos both to body and soul ? The world 
is but a poor instructor in the things that a sin* 
ner has to learn. Can the blind tead the blind ! 
will they not both fall into the diteh ? Consider 
not what the world is doing; none of its works 
can prt3fit3nou ; you had better brmgyour medi- 
tations to the Wwd of QoA, and there you 
will find that the bosiness of a true disciple 
lids not in judging for himself, which road he 
wUl, or will not take» but in cohforaring to 
the will of God as to that whfch is already 
revealed to him, in ^* running with patience the 
race that; is Mt baf(M^ Um." 

The expression, ^M^ us ran with patience/' 
at once d/etermines what sort of a race it is 
wherein the believer's faith is to be exercised^ 
This Christian grace would not have been named 
had not the apostle felt that it would be greatly 
needed. We may understand then, in tfae^r^ 
place, that it is one ofdifficuUy : and, supposing 
it to be so, is this a reason why we should be so 
backward to engage in it ? Can any^ even of 
those comforts Which we partake of from day to 
day, be had without cost ? Can we plough, or 
reap; or gather into bams, without feeling that 
wehfave been toiling hard for the bread that pe^ 
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ri^ejtib?? Tfaa faiprohaDt labours &if his fgolcU 
ftQd.>tfaaieQUTtier for his honouTB; the poor laat 
Ibfttlie maT^get out of the cewh of; poverty ; «q4 
tti0 rioh man that his riches may he miilliidied. 
JSul thfii soul will weary itself ia seanehiogi fyr 
Qth%T objects besideiB wealth.; it is attracted hj 
y.iiqity uftder diffeiJ6at forms : aay> if wie hav^ 
only some passion to be fed, or some prejudice 
tQ.be indulgjsd, our desires will be upon .tb« 
stretch. It was lor this theJew wasTeproy.edby 
fC!hri4: '^Woe unto you. Scribes and PlMurisees^ 
hypocrites, for ye oompass sea and Und to m^ke 
one, proselyte, ^nd when be is Aade, ye make 
k\m two-fold mc^e the child qf hell than yoin^ 
selves." Shall we then ao . industriously toil 
ats servants of mammon, and- preas icm withsuoh 
rapid strides, in a chase where all is; shado^w 
itnd. delusion, and refuse an undertakings the 
effects of which are so clear as to our (Kteseat 
^eace, c^nd so substantial as to oar future . inr 
h^itapce ? shall we. plunge so deep into the 
afl^rs of life, and be so prqvident and exao( in 
fulfilling our engagements with men, ^nd yet 
jgrudge God even that reasonable* service, T^hich 
Irom mere fleshly creatures would be justly due 
him, but which from . immortal creatures 
swells to a debt of vast and iiicalculable 
amount ? If the believer > race we»e,to be r«i9 
in that, broad level way which leadeth to de^ 
sjtruQtiiqn, where men might float withowit ai^ 
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dflbrt'down the tide # of life, I doabt not but 
jihat all who name the name of Christ, woold 
irefard salration very differently, and consider 
a Sayioor who required no suffering, no «eli^ 
denial, and no cross, as the very Saviow^ that 
theur souls needed. But I have no such race 
to propose to you, my brethren ! I call you to 
that Mrhich was run by '^ Barak, and Jephtha, 
and David, and Samuel, who, through faith; 
9ubdued kingdoms, and wrought righteousness ; 
who out of weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight,* turned to flight the armies of 
the aliens*^ icalljiro», who profess to be what 
Paul was, disciples in the school of Christy to 
lay to heart what a real discipleship implies. 
'A mere attendant in this place is not a worship- 
per; a mere listener is not* a pemtent; a mere 
utterer of words is not the man after God's 
own heart : y&a faave seen the empty show of 
a funeral, the plumed hearse^ and the dumb 
animals that drag it in all the mockery of sabl^ 
trappings ; and you have seen the well-trained 
mourners ^' mimicking sorrow when the heart's 
>not sad :'' all' this is to suit and harmonize with 
the unmeaning pageantry. Could ydu look 
under the vail of the flesh, you would find any 
thing but the garb of mourning ; you would meet 
"With affections, but not in sympathy with the 
scene without, and hearts too much wrapped 
«p ^n their own cares to be touched with the 
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team cS otheM. What ia a Ohristhm, who is 
one outwardly, but nch a mounier? with hin 
counteoa&ce dressed up to agree with the 
solemuities of the Sabbath, but aa to hia hearty 
alas ! if the eye could reach it, what a aepnlN 
chre would it appear 1 how full ol earth and of 
all uDcleanness I if this be ta fall ia with tha 
apostle's invitation to run with patience; if ht^ 
means no more than to give a precept^ fioor mm 
to interpret according to their own fEmciea^ 
we may sit down easy and contented^ that teli^ 
gion is attainable without the concurranoe of 
the heart, luid that heaven is afttainabla whmi 
the tongue of the formalist can be brdugltt .to 
articulate^ Lord! Lord! : ^ 

But if this race be one oidifficwUaf, it iaaisaane 
of i&ve. There are not the fedkiga how that aie 
strongly written upon the candidatafbrat oirthi^ 
prize; no selfish desire to throw stombliim^blocks 
in a broUier's way, and to stand at the.gDsdtffefie; 
He knows that if ten thousand times. tenAlfacnis^ 
sand join company with him in the way, there' 
are crowns enough for them all, andberwoaU 
rejoice to see one shining upon every head ; inn 
stead, therefore, of sorrowing at tbeir increased 
speed, he urges them to gird up the^ loins^ and 
to let their light ahine yet more befiire mism 
Does a fdlow-worlcer faint as he runs, he §oeB 
to him with more than a Samantan'a feelmg, 
and not only pou)nsK into his soul the holy oil jof: 
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Spiritual cottsolation, but commendB him to the 
care of Jesus, thtit great universal PhyBioian, 
who catai so mightily refresh his strength^ that 
he may stand like Saoiaoni and laugh all his 
enemies to scorn* Oh ! it is a lovely thing, 
this brotheriy competition^ this pressing into 
the kingdom of God hand in hand ; join your* 
selTe6, dear brethren, to this assembly of saints ; 
and thoi^h to^ay you may be the last in the 
raoe. von will soon overtake the weak ones of 
the ik)ck, and be able ** to comprehend with 
all saints what is the breadHi, and length, and 
depths atad height, and to know the love of 
Christ, wbidi passeth kno^edge.^' 

But I am to speak, 9tcondkf^ of the peculiar 
hindrantes in this raoe^ Now there are two 
that the * apostle mentions, sim and toeighUi : 
** Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us/' My brethren ! 
these are not created by God, as the hills and 
the mountains are^ whiah occasionally interrupt 
the traveltor in his journey; but they ate nou-* 
riafaed and brought up in our own bosoms ; we 
carry th^a about with us when we run, and 
hdnce it is that we are se often entangled and 
oviereoii^e. We know that the believer holds 
sin in abonlmation^ and Would not voluntarily 
give il a tnoment •& refuge in his heart ; and yet 
if yen could hear him in hius closet duties, in 
hie confessional devotions^ you might learn> out 



60 CHRIST THE STRENGTH 

of his own lips that he is harassed and perse- 
cuted by some besetting sin, some root of bit- 
terness that troubles him^ some harshness of 
temperth^tis easily excited, or some prejudiced 
feeling that keeps hint low in faith, or some 
worldly notions which attach him too mm^h to 
sense ; the good that he would, he does not, and 
tibe evil that he would not, that he does ; and 
then like Paul, in the midst of the struggle,' he 
calls himself ^wretched man, that is, compara- 
tively wretched, not as he once was, When he 
could turn without compunction to his ovtrti 
way, **as the sow to her wallowing in th6 
mire," but only in degree ; He mourns that his 
actual expression of love for God should fall 
so far short of his desires. These filial teard 
are very pleasing to- God ; they are a proof of 
his hatefulness of sin. It is a spirit of heavi- 
ness that he loves, but no sooner is the purpo)^ 
of the Lord effected by it^ than he bids the sin- 
ner throw off his mourning, and dlothes htm 
with the garment of praise, a vesture more 
fitting for the children of th6 bride-chamber. 
There are many of our congregations, who are 
kept altogether out of this race^ not by God; 
but by themselves ; not because they are ac- 
counted by him greater sinners thaln those who 
have been chosen out of all generations, and so 
are not permitted to run, but because they act 
upon a system of their own ; they are not fight- 
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log, and yet tbey call themselves the soldiers 
of. Christ ; they are not running, and yet they 
believe that they are making a progress towards 
heaven. How impossible it is for the preacher, 
with the most anxious efforts that he can make, 
to satisfy the mind that it is in error ! I do. not 
say, if we were to reason together, that you 
could resist thearguments I should bring against 
you out of the Bible ; but what is that half 
forced, half honest confession,. that you are not 
exactly what you should be, if you sink the next 
moment into the same slumber, and at the con- 
chision.of this.life^ when that deep un&thom- 
able eternity is. before you, you are only just. at 
tfaiit point from whence you first set out 

But I must follow the apostle in his exhorta- 
tion, and he speaks of imghts. as well as sim: 
" Let us lay aside every wdght'' Sin itself, in- 
deed, is a most distressing weight ; but as he 
makes a separation between these terms, it is 
yei!y clear that they are to be separately consi- 
dered. Are yoUf my friends, at any loss to know 
what it is, that makes the wheels of your char 
riots drag so heavily. I answer, it is earth that 
«logs them, they are embedded in clay ; to 
move with freedom, they want to be wh^re 
earth has less power. What are those cares 
that keep the heart agitated like an ocean of 
waves ? they are a weight ; what the anxieties 
lest your gold should make to itself wings .and 
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flmawty? b. 90omd cuminxms tae^ht ; and what 
is that ever waking desire to push up your sons 
and daughters to the higheirt pinnacle in this 
busy worid> but the heemeH weight of all ? how 
can the feet stand under such a burthen f No 
wonder that ''the Spirit speaketh expressly, 
that in the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith," when he foresaw what a power there 
would be in such chaias as these. It is no 
aiigument that your souls are not fettered nnd 
weighed down by them, because you do not feet 
that Uiey are grievous^ you will only And 0ttt 
what they are when yoa begm to run. Oboert e 
the man whom the Spirit has brought to thk 
happy decision : at irst be is so hindered that 
he makes no progress at all, and thMgfa he can- 
not suspect the cMise» he blames every thing 
but himself; at last he fastens upon Ae 0¥it, 
and attempts to grapple with it, and now be 
drops die most distressing of his burtbena, be 
is less troubled and careful about many tbin^fs^ 
and now he leaves anodier hehiod kita : hb hzk 
fewer fioars, he has grasped the proioises, he 
bee parted with his doubts ; and iastfyj he lays 
aside etmy weight : and this is the time wbett 
the views of the believer become settled ; iti^ 
•tead of halting at every step> instead of exer«* 
cising an unsteady trust, casting itself upon a 
Saviour at one moment, and shaken to the very 
foundation at another ; he /itw in the Aeth by 



in the Son of God ; he ghres all diligenoe 
to muke his callii^ and election snireu 

This brings me to the latter part of the inb^ 
}9icK namely, the encouraging support we re- 
ceive in the progress of this race. All the suo* 
cees that the soldier of Christ has ever met 
with, and all the paAient perseverance of those 
If bo are striving for life and immortality, and 
all the child^like love that streams out of the 
penitent's heart, are tx> be traced to the same 
l^ause ; they are touehed by the same apring, 
their eyes are centred upon the same great 
Head of the ehunoh,/^ they are looking unta 
Jfems."^ Thin, you will remember, is the effisct 
ti[ the Hbly Ghost acting upon the soul. It is 
cme great part ipf his office to lead us into ail 
Irutt), t0 slmiv our faint4iearted spirits how 
tihey may be enH^^ned, and strengdiened, and 
fKlmfevted, ^d quickened. He carries us 
within Ite gates of gbry, he shows us what the 
trthmnal of justice was, how full of clouds and 
iMnrible idvkaesa, a foaming mountain thai 
^uld not be touched ; and there he bids ns see 
bow dbanged a tfamg it is^ sprinkled with the 
blood of JeauB. Oh I consider what the 
apostle leaches, '^ that by grace ye are saved 
thfongb fkkk; '' nothing but grace could open 
Ifae wells of sadvaticm.; nothing but Mtk can 
^w the water mtt of them; Paul describes it 
9B tbe4ttepping^elQiie to a state of hofiness And 
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peiice* *' We buve access," says 4ie, " hy^^/aUk 
srpto this grace wherein we stand/" H was^ n€4 
faith that made the sea of God^s wrath girpw 
calnu when man in his rebellion expected, to b? 
swallowied up in the great deep ; it was. not thif 
^th that produced the wonder of ** Qod maaxir 
^e^ in the fleshy justified in the Spirit,' pre^chr 
ed unto the Gentiles, beliered on in the^ worlds 
leoeiyed up into glory ; " but it is this thaf 
knits the soul into union with -the l;>lesae4 J^^ 
pfiis; it i^ this that makes God in Christ pre^ 
s«nt to the heart ; for it actualbf *' ^eu him thaf 
is inmibleJ' What do you iina|^e was the 
charm that soothed Paul in a dungeon?. Hi^ 
^ye saw nothii^ of the misery aod. despiat^ 
that -would have sunk a worldly mind) it wa^ 
in heaven, surveying the glorious frjeedom of 
the redeemed saints; it was '' lookifg>.i|ntd 
Jesus." What do . you sujiqpose gave Stepb^ 
that peace and composure, tiiat he expre^s^ 
jathe agonies of death? hear it out of his o^ 
mouth : ^'Behold I see the heavens Qpened,;and 
the Son of man standing on the r^tbahd of 
God." He saw his salvation, and he. heed^ 
nothing . be3^)nd it. His eyes, instead of. le- 
gajrding those who were gnashing on him wit)i 
their teeth, were calmly '' looking .unto Jwos*i* 
And what is it, think ye, that sustains the dis^ 
ciple of our own day, the solitary one pei^toge 
of an entire family, iwho is applyii^ }m honi/i 
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to the blessed truth; of which the rest are^no* 
ftnt ? Why IS it that the bitter words of father 
and^ mother, and brothers and sisters, have not 
the power to crush his spirit? He is but a 
Iamb, a weakling of the flock, and yet, in 
sprte of frowns and entreaties, he goes boldly 
to the throne of grace. Oh! ask his soul, and 
be will tell you the secret The unkindness of 
ihose about him would be too much for endur* 
9nce, but that he has a wiser and a kinder Fa^ 
ther cheering him in the language of love, and 
saying, ^^ I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.'' He has^^ a friend that '' sticketh to him 
closer than ^ brother ; " and if the ties of nature 
are all disjointed, he is not on that adcduntcast 
down; he has fled away far, far beyond them, 
*' he is locking nnta Jesus. *^ 

Ami I speaking to some of you, my brethren, 
who have only bodily eyes, and so cannot dis- 
cern spiritually? - Am I opening my mouth 
in parables ? Alas ! if these things are 
mysteriona upon earth, if you will not even 
view them now through a glass darkly, they 
-will not be better comprehended in eternity. 
If you had ever wept over the wanderings of 
ihe heart, and felt yourself to be a stubborn 
child; if the rod of a Father had ever smitten 
you, and a Saviour^s hand had bound up the 
bleeding wound, then you would have known 
what it was to look unto Jesus. You will have 
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rmi, Efty. friends,. a most unprofitable odurte; if 
ym can give no other account of ^ it, than that 
yo^ have done your beat* The beat you can 
dk> without Jesus, is fit only for the dunghilL 
You may be intellectually wise and prudent 
among your fellows ; you may be rich* aoid of 
good reputation; /' but the race is not to 
the swift, neither is the battle to the strong/* 
In the midst of all this parade of knowledge, 
where is Jesus as a strengthener, a purifier^: 
an advocate, a king ? You have stood alone, 
he has not been confessed in his offices, nor 
sought after in his promises ; '' he is despised 
and rejected of men." But we are not all of 
them that draw back unto perdition. I trust 
$imong these worshippers there is a goodly 
number who will enter "into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus." You are men whose charac- 
ters, and views, and joys are mistaken by the 
world, whose God they know not, whose ways 
they love not, and whose Saviour has not been 
revealed to them. Give them a new year's 
token of brotherly feeling, make an efibrt to 
undeceive their foolish hearts, strive to bring 
them with you to this Christian race, and if 
they ask you of its difficulties and trials, tell 
them that they are far less than those which the 
three great masters of mankind, the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, entail upon the slaves that 
serve them, and let this truth be added to the 
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other, timt the more diligently they run, the 
less will they view it as a labour ; — ^that nigged 
places will become smooth, and mountains sink 
into valleys, that at length they will come off 
more tiian conquerors by the simple act of 
" looking unto Jesus." 
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CHRIST THE CORRECTOR OF HIS CHURCH. 

3 

t 

' ' . . " ♦,■.'.'. t 

Jeremiah xii. 7. 

Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and tbbk 
the girdle from the place, where I had hid it^ 
and behold the girdle was marred, it wasprafit- 
ahlef&rnothingr 

The OM Testament is full -of the. most s^iki^g 
liitnilitudes chosen by God him^selfy to d^sc^lb^ 
the different states of those Who are ripeni&l^ 
eHher for a blessing or a* curse ; and the para- 
bles of the New Testament are to the same 
effect. They are all given to us with the mer^ 
ciful purpose of bringing us acquainted with the 
true temper of the heart, and of fomiing, as ft 
were» new touchstones for the trial of our fj»N^ 
God has nmny methods for awakening his i&lee}i- 
ing people ; at one time U is done by the thread 
enings of the law, which/ like the blast of % 
trumpet; announces that the enemy is at hand; 
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at another, there is only heard the still small 
voice^ but the heart feels its sufficiency, and 
it so works upon its flinty nature, as to melt it 
down into a heart of flesh. Whatever the 
intention of God may be, it is one which is 
sure to have a full accomplishment.. His word 
goes forth like jightning^ .and never returns 
to him void. When he descends girded. with 
strength into the midst of a host of enemies, 
he breaks in pieces the shield and the sword, 
for the battle is the Lord's; he taketh away 
their armour wherein they trusted, and divideth 
the spoil. 

, The very remarkable comparison whidii the 
(iprd here makes, between a girdle, and the trea- 
cherous people of Israel and of Judah, seems to 
have been intended as an answer to the inquiry 
9^ Jospeimiah proposed in the first verse of the 
lormec chapter, whfere he professes his aston- 
ishmemt at the prosperity of those who were 
^f b«iiiding their houses by unrighteousness, 
Md their chamberfii by wrong." In his per- 
ple^lity he appeals to God : '' Righteous art 
thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee, yet let 
jne talk with thee of thy judgments* Where- 
fbre doth the way of the wicked prosper? 
Wherefcfre ar^ all they happy that deal very 
%;eibchecdusly ? " — Instead of immediately re- 
flying to him in justification of his ways, God 
^f»Ks. him, that notwithstaiiding mysterious 
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appearanoes, he doer remember tbeir imquUy^ 
and will visit them for their ftins. ^ Thus saith 
the Lordutito me^ Go and get thee a \meti gir^ 
dte, and put it upon thy loins, and put Hi cfdt ftl 
water: so I got a girdle, according to tihe Wofd 
of the Lordr and put it on my loins : and the 
word of the Lord came unto Ine the second 
time, saying, Take the girdle that thon hast 
got, which is upon thy loins, and arise ; go to 
Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the 
rock : so I Went, and hid it by Euphrates, as 
the Lord comoianded me; and it c&me to pass, 
after many days, that the Lord $aid «nto me, 
Arise^ go to Euphrates, and tak^ the girdle 
from ijience, which I commandeid tb^ to hide 
there : then I went to Euphrates^ .atid digged, 
and took the girdle from the piade where I- (fad 
hid it, and behold, the girdle was teai^red^ rt 
was profitable for nothing.^ Thus the prophet 
knew, that after this manner the Lord would, 
in a fit season, marthe pride of Judah, and thcf 
great pride of Jerusalem. If these words 
apply in their j/?r^ sense tb the house 'oflsreel, 
they provide an application no l6ss suitable and 
important for us Gentiles, who with themf par- 
take '^ of the root and fatness of the olive tree/' 
That which is spoken as a general warnings to 
an entice kingdom, may be taken as a beneficidl 
lesson by the individual consciences 'Qmckfen 
us all, O Lprdof life, and bring us witbmthe 
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feifih of tkme own nghteoosiiess, while I ai>* 
tempt jfirjf to deaeribe the eineanutances uodeg 
vrhieb k. typified the life and blessed iBocnor^ 
tolity. ef a sinner; and smmdhf^ those. whi^h 
BMU^ out his rmn. 

. . The image that is to represent the spiiitual 
ftnd the natund slate of man, is a girdle : this is 
a ifit enUem of a creature who can attach hinv* 
aelf> according as he is directed, by an earthly 
Qi an heavenly power, either to Christ or the 
worldi The' property of a girdle is to Und^ 
excepting it is fastened to an object it has no 
value ; it may be a girdle of many coloucs, and 
wronght curtously, but it > is made not«^ be 
looked upMi, hut to be worn ; and if it wanted 
Ibis quality, it wonld attach no oae by its 
beauty. Skich is the being who is: a mystery 
even to himself^ by nature a child of wrath; 
.but when redeemed unto Grod by the Uood of 
Jesu8# becomes an heir of glory, add haa a 
nearer access; to the. throne, of the Lamib, khan 
eithiH* ohefftibim or seraphim, for, unlike them, he 
has been bought with a price. There is a fioced 
purpose in respect to his creatbn. '' He is cre- 
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works ; '^ and bo 
far as he fails in giving eflfect to the divine' inten* 
tion, he is a rebel estranged from God ; there 
Is only leanness in his soul, and he. carries 
dbottt with him a seattraoeof oobdemnatioii ; 
B^ ia leauy for be ta»t^. neither th6 milk of 
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OMslifiUi ^ imd, liloai Oatu, ihe bsar^ a ouiwa 
i*: He^dialxbelievetbxEOtisiccftidefaii^d d«duiyi?t 
'Sbib qifif dlsriv apt aA ^ftge that i^m&tedUA ihsvi 
idv&edly^; witkoot re^rd ta^ny pieouliar piM 
pierty it inay .possess ; nooe other cooid bmr% 
haew so s^ppropriate^ to shwr wfant -God .dx^ 
petts o£ thosoMrho faavB C6rtd]iia0iiitieft^t(^^d^ 
ptmre^cettatn stations to fill, atid:osrtdia doticifi^ 
te^ pariinrm. ^^Tbus saith-the iiOAdi UAto mpe; 
Go aiiA. get ' thee a Hneo girdle/' rfianefMis* 
tion is expressly made of tbe kifid?ofig«rd$eTtibtt 
trasfit'foF Ihe oceasicul ;. )t vras mstoto Jbe'one 
eiibBa$B,Qr ei iron, or of gold, a pliaida^-onerxif 
Ikiea was that which, above all othen^ J«hovBh 
diose. It was to bmd^ and not > to Jxreak; it 
was to be an effective, waA not an ' ind^endsnt 
instrdment ; one that -should gratify the onakef 
ixfit, and notbara^ hun^ -and/this i^theiBain 
thad: €rod chooses out of ten thoasaiid to be the 
maa after his own keavt; this is ths sofft of 
being timt he singles out, :tw0 of a city, add one 
ofra fisimily ; not suefa a dark specdmeaa lof oiir 
toat raoe as Pbaraoh; was, of whom die *Qninif 
potent himsdf said, ^ I know he will not ipt 
the xdiildrcai of Israel ge^^' > nor ^ so .iafetfiatcld 
btt infidel a» Ahab, '^ who did more ^to pro^ 
#ok0 the Lord Qod of Israel to anger, fehati ktt 
^Ivei^^kings^ of Israel that were- before hiflsi;'^-:biit 
he fixnhfs stampand his seal wbeie beds soie 



tolII^lrM9ioIt>1lriILfo^«ymseived^ fiaulwag?oiled 
dtt^iiubeliayes ; but GK)d knew ia the idajF tfa&t 
he^ralamild: first see the rtsing jof the Sun i of 
nghtefiiMilfiis, be: would no ionger wear the fefit' 
teis of Satan; he ifcnmaw that a truimpii Hf 
grade (wooid be fouadiii hia very .wards, '^ Lord) 
Mdiaf ^ilt tium hwe meito do ? " and heace hi 
aiapped bim, though he was roDDuig on to hkf 
gtave^ wiitb a fall burthen ef iniquity about himi 
heBbowedfaim a beacon light, and thither, hia 
wbdeiheitft was carried, and in the midst of a 
fttdrmy laealhe wa& faiiought aafe to laud; . t 
f} M^fSstoH^^tbis girdle was to be kept apatt 
fcooKwaUr*' Had das* been a^matter for ^iaeua^ 
ifion, liuman reasoning would have strove to per4 
suadetfae nind, that as a proper preparation fihr 
it exuded: to be purified and cleansed a£bor 
of every other thing that perishes in 
tim vsaing. B at htare the command was distinct 
and authokitativeit '5 Pat it not in water P TbA 
image^ ct mast be remembered, was aet fiarth 
witfa'lte single intent of showing in what state 
tbe seaiia4:o be broogbt to Christ, of typifying 
aioreature whose heart ever runs too strongly 
iipon that outward purifying, acid who usually 
tiihiks more of seme such inadequate means as 
waterto wash out his ipollutions^ than the blood 
iii Jeaas,. which cleanseth from all sin« It is a 
Qommpn but most delusive fimcy with many, 
that they must possess .a eertain worthmess be* 
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foie tliey ean 'see tke iramders of salnttion, ^aiiid 
be gathered out of the dry and thirsty places >of 
the wilderness^ They want to' be rich before 
the gold is taken up out of the mine, end to be 
strong before- their withered hands, hmt firit the 
touch of Jesus. But diis is not the gospel oiet 
Chod of furnishing the soul with the good thio^ 
of God* Am I satisfied with my own variable 
and inconstant obedience ? I shall not seek to 
be justified by any oUier. Do we see nrtue 
in our own endeavours^ or a chsatm/in our cam 
powers ? and do we look to them to help^qnt the 
debtor's account with God ? We must embtSKre 
fianr mEure lowly and humiliating views^ oir ^we 
shall never go tx) the cross and w«ep:tfaorei 
Wemust descend from that elevation of iduiught^ 
where our deceitful hearts have so ofttotoldus^ 
5^that we are not as other men are/' or .weaihaU 
never take a wounded spifitto Aim who ''4ia8 hit 
help on one that is mighty : they that be wfa^^ 
need lujt a physician, bot they tlntt are .siekL7 
The girdle without water expresses a siilnttr 
whose hopes are stayed upon no irttaer ponficar 
tion than that which he derives: firom the £(fwat 
tain of redeeming, blood, apd who standi ap^al 
from every other righteousness save ^'ih^ 
righteousness of God, which is by fiuth of Jesus 
.Christ onto all, and upon all tiiem that bb- 
Heve*"/ 
There is nothbf that produces ataisna o&io 



deep a difti.as sm; aad althougb uiemMy not 
have men them, or htd the acute feeling of the 
psakmsit under them, who confe88ed> ^' I was 
shapea in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
odaceife me," yet there they aie» deeply ea* 
giaiaed in the guilty^ burthened conscienoe; 
SAd they are numbered in heaven, ready ta 
comeibrth as swift witnesses against us; and 
they will be as fresh in the divine remembrance 
when years shall have been lost in eternity, as 
tiiey were at tiie first defilement that they gave 
the ' soal. ' If all the rivers, and lakes^ and 
spcin^ IB the worid were to |X)ur in their 
streams upon them, thdy could neither give 
soaslet the' whiteness of snow, nor crimson the 
appearance* of wooU* The power of wovking 
this wenderful change resides in that tower of 
jibMigth whom you call Christ Jesus your Lord. 
fid has only to summon the foul and spotted 
leper befdre him^ and to say, ^' I will, be thoa 
clean," andhe gpes oat of his presence cleansed 
and made. whole of bis leprosy., 
. But the prophet received a further instruction 
respieeting this girdle. The command of the Lord 
ia^ '' Futiit upon thy loins.'' Here we find the 
gildle in its right place> and answering the end 
fiK which it was made ; and so long as it is 
tfaiis identified with the man of Ood, it is well, 
and in this view the comparison is obvious, 
ease of a sinner cbsely joined to Christ is 
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a.iease-of iflferong res^mUaiw^; th^t imiw bA0 
givepbim the grace&^f a heliev0r». and .sepnveii 
|9s4^im all the privileigefi of thexovenaQt; .fee it 
yoL bis rig^t pliace» for he. isx sefMtrate from .^19 
^irothreDy and seeking a hap^aier. eeomiiiak^ 
^jith the Father of spirits. . It is^ act; nowfH'thsr 
wr oheeFvatioii, that when God speci^ed h^ 
name the holy garmeats that Aaron was to we»: 
90t priest of the . tabernacle^ puftioular .ineiltioA 
was made of the girdle* '' Tha^uriomf girdle 
9f tl^e epbod shall be of gQ}d> of .bl«ie> jand pur<- 
ple^ ^and fine twined, lined/^ and op. At: wera 
graFBAth^ names of the children oC larai^l: 
tjbese precious ornaments were iVr glory and. 
b<9anty • My brethren, in t^e Jerusalfiipfi th^t 19^, 
s^ve, there is a holier tabesnc^qle^s^d pne wbq^ 
ha& . a more glorious poiesdiood thftn that of 
Aaron» even '^ the High Priest x)f our p^ofes'- 
sion, Christ Jesus ;'* andhis throne is. abow the 
stars of God, and , round about it, like unto a 
girdle,, are all the redeemed that he has called 
qut of darkness, the fruits of . grace> th/a ^s^m-i 
Uy of the first-born* Yes, we shall be Christ's 
ornaments, if we are Christ's people; but wa 
must have an entrance ministeced to us in that 
holy place before we oan conoetv^ of apgelio 
bliessedness ; we must put off this oorruptibki 
before the soul will be capable, of exerdsmg thft 
l^^nndless freedom of immortality; and (lhi% 
k^w^ my ; behoved brethren! that every p}anjt 
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^(ch sball be pktfited in a higlier regioDl 
trbilst it is growing here, must have its roots ill 
Jestts ; it cannot be removed to such a fraitfal 
vineyard, as^ ^at on thft holy, hill of Zion, in * 
ip^hered and perishing stfette ; the song Of thel 
miikU will 'indeed grow fuller and louder. Bit 
tbey come nearer to the brightness of him vAno 
is clothed with lights as with a garment ; bnC 
on this very earth the tongue must have begun 
to s{^ak in psalms and hymns, and sptiitual 
songs. It is only such as are in captivity, that 
hang ^p their harps unstrung upon th^ trees, 
and- tbey *who cannot delight in the blessed 
occupation of prayer and praise, make a clear 
deinonst^ation that they are not in the S^t, 
and' that they have yet to put on '^the hew 
man; which' after €rod' is created in r^teons^ 
ness and true holiness.^ Such are the circum« 
stances tinder Which a girdle is made to signify 
A ^ner who has^ been loosened from the -law of 
sin and of death,' and - stamped with the seal of 
Odd, aeeording to the election of grace. I 
have now to show how the same girdle may 
become a ill ^'representation of a sinner in a 
state of ffii/i. Hear the prophet's own descrip^ 
tion of it: ^^And the wonl of the Lord came 
unto me the second time, saying. Take the git^ 
die that thou hast got, which is upon thy lofns> 
and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it in a bote 
of the rock ; so I went and hid it by fiupltftttes. 
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9» Ibe Lord commaiid^d me/' T&6 first tbiig 
tbat edlU for . notice^ ill t£is esiblmi of a 
perishing souU i^ ^ safmratba from the bodj^^ 
Who is 8Q blind, as ootid undcftstand tlie \i^am« 
ing that it holds: out to thb worM of jsimniaSg 
men ? a warmiig which tells them, ^^tfaat wha» 
edever is notalive in Christ, is-daad iatrespamM 
Imd sins ;" whosoever is. not knit' dosely tiD 
the head, has no life abiding in him« A sepsL^ 
ration from: the source of aU exceHeiiey; aad 
power, is the closing <if evwy avenue, of. bop6^ 
jCut off the stream from the Hvcx.head, sad 
it flows no longer ; cut off die:8prmg thatifecds 
it, and instead of a healthy cuirent^ yoii^will 
have nothing better than^a ^^agnatioa q£i pUtidd 
water. There is a solemn curse prstaonnbed 
against those, who ^^ trusts 'm chariots ibeomse 
they are manyv and . in horsemen baeaiiae tbey 
are very stvoi^, but who look MNk* unto the 
Holy One of .Israel> neither seek Gxe ImA;*^ 
*' Cursed is the man that tiustetkin mftn^ and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whom heart departs 
eth from the Lord.^ * 

It would be unaccountaUe^ to Mft if f evdation 
were less clear than it is, tbM ad mafty ttiUktitt 
of men, from generation^ to genfration, ahoftili 
entertain the belief that their mountain stands 
strong, if the truth did npt flash uprat us in aU 
its pages, that ''the heart is decmtful above all 
thiols;" so thoroughly deaeitfuJ, thajtihcnig^l^e 
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aant mid ihi siunet, hav6 ndr one thing in 
eominabt thoagh they^p&ft eompany. at the vety 
thtnhold of religion, and teifer me6t agahi^ 
wilal the one ia brought in everlasting chains to 
tte jndgment c^ the . great day, and the otbM 
aaicme/of the saints who are to judge the earthy 
pasiea Bpon bim the irrevocable sentence ; yet 
&e 'poor 'deceived captive talks as if his pri^it 
dofm :Arere open, and he were in possession df 
thi^ g^of ious iiherty of a son, as if he weresurid 
(rfo finding 'dn heaven the home and the happir 
tans oft a i^iint^ and in the Lamb of God a cer-^ 
tin detivierer. . But am this be ? alasi like the 
gfivdlev he iasi been torh off from hib strong 
bold';i lfi& mwwk^jmA umipported, and there is 
tothsallh ii[i btm^ * 

• But tbemi aT^> ether steps which lead to the 
destroetumof this gitdle, which are also typical 
of the iiaibaliever's progress towards death 
etetnal. Vhe '^opfaet is to do more than re* 
move it 'from- his loins; he is to carry it to 
Bupbmtea^ and hide it in a hole of the rock ; 
and why to Euphrates, it may be asked ? why 
need it have been bidden in so distant a river ? 
Because, my friends, this was in ihe land of 
i<iola«ry ; it was placed amidst the gods of the 
hfaallien, and so became a very suitable spot 
fdff .representing the end of idolatrous Israel. 
It was^ also tiie great river that ran through the 
plau».0f 'Bahykfi^ and here ^y were to sit 
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dbwB:m i^er timeB sad weep in hetmoM^tdi 
kk^ hooiiBge^ It was not tkm a distingtiialMibhi 
iigfi; no&ing that had a relatioa'tOi tbatrpeapie 
(BoMi he imferrad from it ; but mw the iotealMn: 
ef^dttn: divine appointment is declared, in tlie 
«veait that have actually oeciirred. .B7 tiie 
waiteca ^ Babylon, the weeping, meuminy 
tribes have indeed been gathered together^ a«i 
Itey might have been seen looking baok evcft 
tbett» more fondly, . to the city of tbmr iatl^nu 
and the temple that was made with handiB» 
1km to the temple above, that is busk withMjt 
hands, imd to their forsaken (Sod« And aM 
there not in> our own land many inich fivers at 
tibis Euphrates, . where tribes ef beoAneiiara 
abtding; idolaters with their ines turn«l txM 
wards the glory of Zixm, but thmr heaxis . id 
league with the god of this world ; .aM is: m^bA 
wkh them ; they are as deep in: darkness as if 
they were buried in a* hole of the robk; .unoaft^ 
seious of. any cause for alarm^ tfaey mxSe^ At 
waves of vanity and folly to warii over tfaem> 
and if some unwelcome reflection does ite 
a moment stand before ttou, and potnltaaa 
unexplored eternity, they force it baak jMth 
the plausible idea that the vanities and dMUl^ 
of life are very different fiiom crimfimi> sms^ 
they are but passing waves afitw. alL Ah I ho# 
soml the soul can frame subtle exousesjfor its 
own ccmdnct 1 and after tbqr at&wMe t^eAet; 



ftUoii ttm tto^ wbrih't am ibef dMm mbf^mm 
fri»Dmd:for aecepstanc^ I "^^ V^ly I sajr ontoy on; 
tlGpt none of these men that were bidden dnM 
tUtfte^my filupper/' - Ha^e tiiey trath on tbab 
iii^ ?^-t&e believer flies from them at firom<tt 
n^j^e* of Ues. Hate they stren^h ?.^-as Iktle 
1^ (Spider's ^mb ;' 0?ery scriptuf e is 
them; every rising of the conscience -Ctfodemnl 
<lft6m,>*efe^y sanbeam from the eTerlastidg day 
i^ gll>ry, thieit hi sent to search out die entity 
tf# thd sioria); will give testimony, that Ughiu 
^MM iff tSt tb«i woiid^^atnie, sottcientli^bt^^-^and 
atat noi^ they hi!ivsfef lio cloke foif their sin. J!kai 
iJie ^fcHet^ept; its.'piaee in the* dark #oeky«i>6^ 
OMftiogrsiMKre sod aiore corropt, and thus th& 
iMig^y^ who ore ^'treasuring up wrath against 
tfae*<day of vwjrath;" d^eave to the very cornrp^ 
tiimm tiiaft .are. wiorkiag out their ruin ; and whilst 
they (B7>.'/a litl;ie sleep/ a little dumber, a little 
fioWng of^tbe hands to deep/' they are uneon^ 
tcSoQsIy vtowinginio their bosoms the emissa^ 
tces.fof :ihe fHrincaof darknessi and giving up 
tfeir; houses to i be fltrtpt, and their best goods 
tof.ho iittevly oonsoiBed. 
d. Aadimaw the time had arrived when the pro» 
pibatmts.:to visit this girdle. ** It came to pass 
^ss ouny days^ that the Lord said imt» me, 
€kic &!-: Eupbcates, ai»d.take the girdle firoih 
ftheaae^'vdiich I cemoiaiided thee to hide there ; 
|tetrii.:vt€9ifc«id d^ed, «id took/ the. giedle 
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posed like the prophet's girdle to all their dead-' 
ly effects, what then ? will you sit down and 
give a triumph to the ruler of hell ? will you 
complain that they are too strong for resistance I 
They would indeed be so, if a mere weak one 
like ourselves, were to oppose them with his 
carnal weapons; but is there one enemy too 
mighty for Christ, or one sin too vast to be^ 
covered by the mantle of his love ? " Is his mercy 
clean gone," that he cannot feel? or "his. 
arm shortened that he cannot save ?" You may 
distrust your oum willingness to credit this; but 
when you remember the debtor often thousand 
talents, you cannot distrust his. Come unto 
him^ Christians ! for to-day he calls you. Mul- 
titudes have already been gathered out of the 
highways and hedges, the halt, the lame, the 
blind ; as many as could be found he has brought 
in as guests, and yet there is room: be not 
faithless but believing, and age& of rejoicing 
may be still before you ; my eyes may yet be- 
hold you all sealed, preserved, and glorified, 
cleaving to the ark of salvation, even as a girdle 
deaveth to the loins of a man, and glorying 
in him, who has dug you out of the hde of a 
rock, and triumphantly borne you without spot 
OP wrinkle into the presence of the living God. 
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SERMON VI. 

CHRIST MAKING TRIAL OF HIS CHURCH. 

RuTii i. 15, 16. 

Behold thy mter-in-law is gone back unto her 
people, and unto her gods : return thou after thy 
sister-in-law. And Ruth said, intreat me not to 
leave thee, or to return from fdllofwing after 
thee: for whither thou goesty I will go, and 
where thou lodgest I will lodge ; thy people 
shall he my people, and thy God my God. 

Thcre is a two fold object connected with this 
history : the one is general, and its simple in-^ 
tention is to describe a person, from whom, as 
according to the flesh, Christ was to come* 
The other is particular, and directs us exclusive* 
ly to points of character : and these are of such 
br^htness and beauty, that dtey are thought 
worthy of being handed down for imitation, and 
affording an instance to the Christian world of 
one who acted more like a disciple of Jesus, 
than many who profess to take up their cross 
daily, to deny themselves, and to follow him* 



86 CHRIST MAKING TRIAL 

The circumstances that led to the event are 
briefly these. ** It came to pass in those days^ 
when the judges ruled over Israel, that a great 
famine was in the land, and a certain man, by 
name Elimelech, and his wife, and his two 
sons, went to sojourn in the land of Moab ; and 
there Elimelech died, and bis two sons took 
them wives of the women of Moab ; the name 
of tb^ one was Orpah, and the name of the 
other Ruth ; and after they had dwelled there 
about ten years, the husbands died, and th^ 
woman was left of her two sons and her hus* 
band ; then she arose with her daughters^in*^ 
law, that she might return from the country of 
Moab, for she had heard how that the Lord 
had visited his people in giving them bread. 
Wherefore she went forth out of the place 
where she was, and her two daughters-in-law 
with her, and they went on the way to return 
unto the land of Judah ; and Naomi said unto 
her two daughters-in^aw, Qo ! return each to 
her mother's house ; the Lcxrd deal kindly with 
you, as ye have dealt kindly with the dead, 
and with me. And they lifted np their voices 
and wept, and Orpah kissed her mother^in-law> 
but Ruth cla»e to her/' Then rose that little 
contest of afiSectaon that we may discover in the 
text. And she said, '' Behold thy sister4n*law 
is gone back unto- her people, and unto her, 
gods: return. thou after thy sister*in*law. But 
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Ruth said, entreat me not to leare thee, or to 
return from following after thee : for whither thoa 
goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will 
lodge, thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God." 

There is much to be gained, my brethren, in 
the way of improyement, out of theseexpressicma, 
by- comparing the practice of a GetrtUct wfai^ 
had nerer heard of Jesus or the wells of salva*- 
tion, with the practice of the Christian^ who 
has a knowledge of both. May the arm of the 
Lord be revealed to day 1 may his overruljuig 
Spirit fix his word in your hearts, as a nail 
in a sure place. Unless his power be with 
us, I shall but beat the air with my voice, and 
your hearing, and education, and intelligence, 
will be no mK^re than the sound of a tinkling, 
cymbal : be humUe, be teachaUe, whilst I 
lead you to this . interesting scripture, with a> 
view to consider, in ibejirsl place, theybrcfi pf 
these dissuading arguments, that are brought 
forward in the text ; and secondly, the rep^ that 
was given to them. We must not imagine that a 
true worshipper, as Naomi appears to have 
been, could have seriously desired that a 
daughter<-in-law, whom she loved so tenderly, 
should continue to dwell in the land of idolaters, 
and to sit in the regions and shadow of death. 
If we merely regard her as a poor solitary thing, 
a bereft and afflicted widow, the voice of nature 
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i^ouldevy out, d^fiartiioft. hence; "^^ go* nut tbdii 
fer from me/' But wbai we feok at her in the 
Higher character o£ a believer, we at onca'feel^ 
how impossible it should be that shie could 
lend herself to so ungodly an act, as that of 
driving back into a nation of bondmen^ one who 
had passed the valley of destraction,:aDd whom 
the Spirit of the living God bad made Jre^ 
The words of Naomi were trying,, searching 
words ; they were to. act as a t0(ttohstQne,,aiid 
tod^ermine what manner of spirit she viras^tf, 
whether she was still in. the jshallow: waters of 
danger and unbelief, or had launicbed boldly 
into the deep; whether she could stand : proof 
against the pressing solicitations ^fnatUi:e, and 
forsake her kindred and brethren, and father^s 
house, and depart into a far coontcy, from isopie 
tiobler motive than mere affection to. her^f. 
She therefore adopts the ordinary language of 
the world, and tries how far /she can resist the 
claimis of relationship : ** Behold! thy sidter^iq- 
law has gone back :*' here is a strong, bond to 
detain thee ; canst thou detach thyself from it ? 
is such a tie to be severed and a family to ,b^ 
so divided ? she has departed. faomewaids,^riae 
up and follow her I This argumefnt she attefD|it-» 
ed to apply as a principle of duty ; and again 
and again it has been used — alas J toosuoo^^- 
fully used *- by the carnal mind, to keep: ^ Msboje 
household in chains. The fetherwholovjoi^ibi^ 
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idob inore thaa he Jores God^ if he sees, the 
npirit of. religion creepiiig into a daughter's 
heart, draws this weapon and makes an attach 
With it upon the cross of Christ, and thus labours 
to put a stop to the growth of serious feeling, 
by calling it a divider of families, and a foe tx> 
social enjoyment. The mother who has giyen 
more credit txx the false report of a world lying 
in wickedness, than to those who have actually 
gone, and searched out the land of promise, and 
tasted. the blessed fruits of it; she too, |Nresses 
the young disciple to follow. her sisters into the 
path of yanity, and strives to draw her on, fay 
the cords of relationship. Have I stated the 
case of one, who is sitting a secret mourner in 
this assembly^ and has been persecuted for 
righteousness' sake ; your portion^ Christian, is 
that of a child,. your privilege is that of an 
heir : ** If you were of the world, the world 
would love its own ; but because ye are not of 
the world, and I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you." Do not 
grieve that God has counted you worthy to 
suffer ; '^such honour have.all his saints.'' But let 
us return to Naomi, who, still desiring to try the 
sineerity of Ruth by a further test, reminds her 
of the people she had left behind her : would 
she consent to separate from those whose habits 
and manners and language she had imbibed 
f#om her yomth np,^ . and to dwell with a nation 
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whose customB and peculhurities were so dis-^ 
GOFdant with any she had ever known ? would 
she forsake associates, renounce friendships, and 
become an alien to the land of her fathers ? 
Oh I what are all these considerations, and what 
would they be, if they were accumulated ten- 
fold, to a mind bent upon seeking the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness ? Grace has made 
her resolute : the God of the Hebrews has 
shown himself to this poor Gentile, and none 
of these things have power to move her. My 
brethren ! this is not an example that stands 
alone ; this is not the rare determination of sbme 
one Asdpk that is holier than others ; it is the 
grand, peculiar, and distinguishing mark of all 
who are sealed with the holy Spirit of promise ; 
it is conveyed into the soul by the same hand 
that adorns it with meekness, and gentleness, 
and faith, and love. Christian resolutions to 
this effect are of every-»day occurrenciB : a sepa* 
ration of interests is occasionally unavoidable. 
It is not only important because we are bound 
to make an open declaration of our principles, 
but because it is dangerous to throw ourselv^es 
into the very centre of contagion ; a very little 
leaven will give an influence to the whole lump. 
Not that we are to forget the people with 
whom we have run an excess of riot ; we are to 
exhort them if they will hearken^ and to lift up 
Christ if they will Um^U upon him, and be 
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tfayeir giude, if they will fcUoim us. We must 
dedar« op^ily that we h^e their practices^ 
but we should let them understand that we 
love their souls. I know the delicacy and the 
difficulty of such a coarse as this ; but like 
Samson^ w« posses^ the secret of knowing 
where our strength lies» and that it is always 
ready for conquest. It would be worth the 
trial, even were we to hear no more than Paul 
heaird from Felix, ^' Almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian." But our encouragements are 
altogether independent of ourselves : if every 
tongue were silent, the spirit of might would 
give full proof that he could work by his own 
invisible agency ; if toe &int, our God is mighty ; 
if we can do nothing, he can save to the utter* 
most. 

There is one point of con8iders;tion more, that 
is siiggested by Naomi, and that which might 
be supposed to leave the deepest impression on 
a heart not created anew. She reminds this 
daughter of Moab, of her gods : there is some- 
thing very plausible in that expression^ '' the 
religion of our fathers." We are apt to hold 
it t4 veneration, if for no other reason, too often 
merely for its antiquity^ We inquire less as 
to the intHnsic exoetlence of it, than the length 
of time we have been in possession of it ; less 
as to its beitig the true reHgion, than whether 
it '\Hth(U which our forefathedfs have approved » 
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Pride is one of the strongrati aiad the least com- 
troulable of the passions that we have to deal 
with, it will not allow unrenewed mto to con- 
fess that he has been in error. In the very firat 
moment that it got possession of Adam» it as- 
suited an ascendancy that it has kept to this 
very hour: he does not confess that the sm 
o£ violating the divine command, was attributa^ 
ble to himself, but looks about for some pallia- 
tion ; instead of humbling himself in dust and 
a»bes, he lays the whole weight of the trans- 
gression upon the weaker vessel—'* The womaix 
that thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of 
the tree, and I did eat." Tt is this mpst efficient 
^istrument of Satan, that keeps the Hindoo^ the 
Mahometan, the Jew, and, the unfaithful Chds^ 
tian in subjection : in each it i^ the springrhead 
that sets all the streams in motion^ The.glory 
of the Hindoo is his idols; the Mahometan's 
boast is his prophet ; the Jew will not part 
with Abraham for Christ; and as to the Chris- 
tian, because he remember^ that hi& father, 
and his father's father held certain opinions upon 
Scripture truth, he tenaciously .holds the same ; 
and without condescending to .search whether 
they are such as make a part of the counsel of 
God, he retains them at all hazards, and carries 
them with him blindfold to the grave. 1 do 
nQt> wonder tbajt this widow of Israel, who so 
lieroeptibly reqogsized tb^ one true Qod, should 
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kave made trial of her daughter-in-law's faith, 
or that she should have reserved that to the 
last, which she thought would sift her the most — 
the subject of her gods. In what manner she 
was affected, as this train of recollections wis 
fot^ced upon her mind, we may learn by consi- 
dering, in the second place^ the very interesting 
reply that they drew from her; '*And Ruth 
said, entreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee ; for whither thou 
goest I will go, and where thou lodgest 1 will 
lodge ; thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God/' liht first thing that strikes .us 
here, is the supplicating tone of earnestness 
with which she prays that all discussion as to 
her return should cease : *' Entreat me not to 
leave thee." There is much of affection in 
these words, but there is also a firmness of re- 
solution which was not to be displaced : she 
heard the arguments, but they had no power to 
retard her faith ; she saw her duty, and they 
only sharpened her desire to embrace it ; what 
were the entreaties even of Aer whom she loved 
as a mother, to the commands of him, who was 
the Lord of heaven and earth, and whom she 
could now call Abba Father ? Oh ! it is a vain 
work to entreat ^^ disciple to leave his cross, 
though it should be with all the tenderness of 
paternal love : there is a constraining energy, a 
gentle, but a certain {otc& in the love of JeMs, 
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that paralyzes every efibrt we^ oaa make iii 
quench it. There 18 more effect in that one 
little expression, *'came utOo me/' than in all 
the straimi of eloquence that the tongue ean 
litter. Can you remove the cedars Irom Lefaa-* 
non, or shake the foundations of a stixmg 
tower ? It is as vain a wof k to set about lcxi8ea-> 
ing the roots of those trees of righteoasnessi 
which are in everlasting union with the rock ef 
ages. You may be angry, and complain as 
Jonah did ; you may threaten, but you can newer 
divide them : that which you name enthusiasm, 
is jin reality the overflowing of a sisner'S' heart; 
that which you would put<lown as unnecessary 
sanctity, is a necessary qualification for hea^ 
ven ; and that which you declaim against as 
madness, is the ''true wisdom that cometh 
down from above/' Ah, parents! if the love of 
God were really shed abroad in yoar hearts, 
you would hail a spirit of seriousness in your 
sons and daughters, as the sure fbrerunner of 
immortality and life; and weep such tears of 
joy at their new birth unto righteousness, as * 
you never shed on that natural Idrth^y mhen 
you first heard that a child was born. 

But, secondly, we may ii^er from the words of 
Ruth, that hers was z deliberate reply; she 
must have sat down and coanted the cost, be-^ 
fore she could have ventured upon si;icb a 
breadth of expression as, ** Whither thou goest 
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I will go, aod where thou lodgtst I will lodgfe/* 
This tdoes not imply an ignorance of the road 
that her conductor was to take, for she knew 
that the point was Bethlehem ; but her meaning 
is» that whatever may be the difficulties of the 
oowse she has chosen, she is prepared to en- 
counter them ; she wants only to be shown the 
way, withdut thinking that she is either to be 
feint or weary* This, my brethren, is the 
feith of a Qentik under the old dispensation* 
Gan yim Aow any thing that resembles it un* 
der the new ? Have you followed the Spirit 
into the new and living way, and spoken out 
with Christian boldness, '' Whither thou goest 
I , will %oV^ HaVe you felt as she did, that 
your souls required something more refireshiog 
than ^'thta weak and beggarly elements where- 
in ye have been in bondage ?" As long as you 
can < foe satisfied to remain sons of the bond wo* 
man, yiou will not care to be the children of 
promise ; as Imig as you ignorantly imagine 
that the kingdom of God is within you, and that 
a heaven of your own imaginations will be your 
^eroal inheritance, you will not care to be 
brought nigh by the blood of Christ. Our con- 
gregations want something better than a mereex- 
Qit#m$ttt of feeling, or that shadow of joy which 
ii» sgnenaeoment of hearing the word, does pass 
bastily before them. Sabbath cordials are in- 
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ileed talusfaie and cheering, wheal theyiw^ 
j&diciously apjdied; but they are not a fit mev 
^ioine for all crises. Your joy, to b& wortkanjF 
Ibing. muiN;:be the fruit of deliberate conTictaoK 
A knowledge of error is the leading step ti^ 
ir^s an attainment of the truth ; a kiio\idedgt 
of sin leads to the faithfulness of a pardonsng 
€rod ; a knowledge of weakness, to the power of 
tiue crbsis of Christ. You cannot expect to sei 
light t|i. the prisons of darkness, or to iove lree<> 
4qa in the senrice of mammon, oi* to pat yoaf 
llSAd: to the plough with any effect, whilst yew 
«yes are still longing after the driights of^indfii 
Become better acquainted with yourselvea ; dd 
not be satisfied with the belief that the Stem 
of righteou&Hiess is shining all around you, anidi 
giving light to the dark places df the eaitbs 
What is dl its warmth imd vivifyfaig glory: t 
what, will it profit you to see a iwildet nesd 
sponging into beauty as a garden^ if yow soidtf 
epiitinue to be a desart ? Do not sit stiil whiev 
othersrare making haste to getcem|pvtundei* hiii 
lieams. Do you wait for another sun < to rise, of 
9Pother gospel to gladden the heart ^ofanatberRe^ 
deepier to give his blood f<H* sinners ? Aii, brethlreii t 
there is no more remission for sin ; JcisM'is tM 
first and the last, the beginner and thefitt^berdf 
your faith,the author of eternal sahratio»to »U whiiF 
build their hottnes npon hiiB as upcnra holymotin^ 
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tain. ' He is. ready to reveal himself in this cha* 
racter tayou; and if such a friend be needed » 
9F snob a salvation desired, to whoni else 
will ^u gb for it? He has the words of 
etental life. But farther we may collect that 
tkt answer in the text was the result of a 
deep maAed experience: ** thy people shall be 
tnypeople." This child of adoption, who had 
learnt tbe difference between an idol in its 
Qiay<* built temple, and Jehovah upon his throne 
^ glory; had also made a just discrimination 
between the ignorance and impiety of those 
wrha knelt down to the one, and the holiness 
atid devotion* of her who adored the other ; she 
wais tiifi oompanion of her own people whilst 
the knew no otheir ; she could love thdr plea- 
attres when her thoughts rose no higher than 
tbe land of Moab ; she could be a willing pan- 
taker of aU the practices of a heathen, until her 
beart was disturbed by God, and she heard the 
waning of a stiU small voice, ** touch not the 
unclean thing ;'' — and then she began to be dis- 
aatisfied wttb those whose paths lay amongst 
the dMd, and ^ she panted to make one of thtit 
f^eople wfae6e king was the Lord of hosts, and 
to joiipiwith them in* setting forth her prayer as 
ta iiieeMet aad the lifting up of her hands as an 
^ireomg saerifiee ;--raBd then she thought of Ju- 
dfiht wjicne CMl was iknown, Md of Israel^ 
where his name was glorious; and this is the 
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v&Y meting of true faiths which does not ^nd 
itself itt wavering about the thing that is most 
needfulv in dii^puting about questions which ase 
not good to the use of edifying^ but fastensiat 
tmee ^poii a God jof grace and love : and wHen 
thk soul teifi been thus bol'n of the Spirit, every 
mifteir. adt will more or less bear evideiice to the 
•vidtory that has been gained >over it by Jems 
Christ our Lord. Like thev^ter turned into 
wine^ais soon as it was poured, froea one vessri 
ftAt6 another, the trandformatioiir was complete 
toKfale quctlity, the ta^te, and the colour.. Now 
see 'the heart, 'bow firm aiid settled it>is in its 
dependance upon the Lord of lilb; tiow hear 
ttie tMgue, how ready k is in 'expresdng it-^ 
'••Whither thou goest I will go, and wtere 
thou )odge^ti will lodge;'^j^jE>dd;»fe'shl£llbettiy 
i^eople/' My friendsl such a passage as this 
is not Set-down as one <$f those IMe oetAiT'^ 
tefices df history that are suppo^d to give a 
degfee of interest to the narrative ; 'it is to ex- 
^loft) to admonish, and instruct the Christiati. 
Whatdo you think of the expression, and how 
does it touch you in the way of applicatic^ t 
To what sdK't of perscms are ydur hearts most 
drawn out in their ailbctioifs ? With whom do 
you dwell? in the dompany of those who ar« 
living in clouds and darkness. Who carry on no 
Gbvlrespdndeiide with hedven^ -and ^eein afraid 
of conf^si^ng Christ ? or with that holy and pe- 
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cttliw people, who are neither ashamed of the 
ways of holiness, nor of that kingdom which is 
not of this world ? The question is important, 
not only as it discloses how far there is a s{nri- 
tuality of the mind as to its desires, but whether 
we can adduce the additional testimony of bwe 
to our brethren, as a comfortable token that we 
have been knit into the mystical body of Christ. 
I come now to observe upon the last of that 
string of resolutions in tjie text : ^^ Thy God 
shall be my Qod." All the former links of 
t(h€> chain would have been defective without 
Ms. Bu/t herein lies its main strength and so- 
lidity : mere general declarations mean nothing; 
they are ooly. expressed by the world's disciple, 
because they make a part of a religion of mere 
forms. ^ . Genial purposes of amendment do not 
meet the wg&ts of a sinner« Every heart has 
been a wjandei^r, and turned to its own way, 
and the remedy must be ministered especially 
to itseif. It mwt be a sense of individual un^ 
worthiness that will teach us^ the publican's 
prayer, and lead the band to fiimite upon the 
bpeaat, and the lips to say, '' God be merciful 
unto me a sinnei;/' We may recognize the high 
and the lofty One establishing the world so that 
ttcanoiet bemoved. and keepiing all the parts of 
it ip harmony and ordi^r ; we may say, '' the 
InQnlM king, and hatb ^fd^d himself with qua* 
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jesty and strength/' but there is no comfort in 
such a heartless confession as this. If he be 
my God, he will be dear to me in all his attri- 
butes: as the framer of a new and everla&ting 
covenant, T shall rejoice in him: — as a heavenly 
Master, I shall Might to serve him : — as a recon- 
ciled Father, I shall adore and Ime him. If he 
be my God, I shall heartily believe on him 
whom he hath sent. It is lost labour to draw a 
line of separation between the Father who 
grants pardon, and the Son who has purchased 
it : they are distinct indeed in person, but one 
in nature. He who has trodden the wine-press 
of God's wrath alone, has exclusive possession 
of the robe of righteousness; it is he who 
flourishes eternally as the tree of life, that 
scatters his leaves for the healing of the na*^ 
tions ; it is he who was lifted upon the cross^ 
that he might draw all men after hrm, . and 
be lifted up with power in our hearts. He 
never will be the Saviour of those who cannot 
sit under his shadow, and be refreshed with 
the consolation it imparts. Now, with what 
appearance of truth can toe call him mersf 
We bear his name. — Yes! but a name is a 
poor substitute for the thing itself. — We have 
passed from heathen idolaters to the worship of 
Jehovah. Yes! but this was an act perfected, 
not by our wisdom, but by the wise of another 
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generation. We can show vows without num- 
ber — ^I. allow it; but has the Holy Ghost 
brought them to any effect ? Are we followers 
of Christ as dear children ? We are the com . 
panions of a Christian people ; but are they such 
virtually and in sjHrit, approving things that are 
excellent, pressing towards the mark pf their 
high calling, emptied of every vain imagination, 
and rejoicing in none other than the Shepherd 
and Bishop of their souls? And, lastfy, we 
kneel at the throne of God, and make the ac- 
knowledgment, that he is our God. Alas 1 all 
this is questionable Christianity. He looks 
nqttber to the bending of the knee, nor to the 
multitude of words, but to the contrition and 
low. estate of the heart. If his perfections, his 
promises, his covenant mercies, are worthy of 
acceptation, you have here firm ground to 
fix your faith upon. But I cannot too often 
remind ypvi, that this is not to be done but by 
first embracing Jesus as a Saviour. '' Our life 
is hid with Christ in God." Enter the ark, 
and the delugeof wrath shall never touch you. 
Come away from every lying refuge, and you 
shall find a hiding place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempest. Oh ! what is death 
to you who can thus repose upon Jesus ? it may 
lay hold on you, but your Captain will be the 
plague of death. What is the grave ? it will 
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retain the dust, but he will be the destruction 
of the grave* And what is eternity ? O ! happy 
eternity! that is a homCf a rest, a city of habita^ 
tian, your exceeding great reward. 
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CHRIST THE SUPPORT OF HIS CHURCH. 
Matthew jti?. 88 — 31. 

And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be 
thou, bid me come unto thee on the water; and 
he said, come ; and when Peter was come down 
out of the ship, he walked on the water to go to 
Jesus ; but when he saw the wind boisterous, he 
was afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried, say- 
ing. Lord, save me ; and immediately Jesus 
stretched forth his hand and caught him, and 
said unto him, thou of little faith, where- 
fore didst thou doubt ? 

This, my brethrjen ! is a most profitable scrip- 
ture ; every line in it has a force peculiar to 
itself; here is rml life: all the occurrences 
have actually come to pass ; they show us man 
as he ever was, and the disciple of Jesus as he 
ever will be ; they sfaow us what the true value 
of human resolution is, when unsupported by 
the arm of the Lord» how it rises up in some 
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moment, of ardow, like a giant refreafaed 
sleep, and how, in another moment, it shrinks- 
absolateiy into a point of nothingness. We- 
wonder, in the first place, how the flame should 
burst out at all ; but we wonder more that it 
should lose its power so speedily, and leave the' 
siiuier in such total darkness. The resolute, 
whose hope is in himself, and the fhint*hearted, 
who has no hope, are both of them in a state of 
disease, and in need of healing from the Phy^i*" 
cian of souls ; they may see their remedy in 
this passage, and learn that it is our Imttaniiel 
alone that carries on the strong man in hid 
strength, and causes the weak man to lift up 
his head and to tread firmly. We may find a 
full confirmation of this remark, in that memoir 
able act of Jesus which is presented to tt« in 
the text : ** The disciples were fww on the sea 
of Gennesaret, and the ship was. tossed with 
waves, for the wind was contrary ; and in the 
fourth watch of the nighty Jesus went unto 
them, walking on the sea ; and when the^:dis-^ 
ciples saw him walking on the sea, tliey werO' 
troubled, saying, it is a spirit, and they cried 
out' for fear; but straightway Jesus spaice oAto 
them, saying, Be of good cheer, it isil,- be:nU 
afraid." Upon this, the zeal of that apostle it 
awakened, who was always on the watoh-ibr 
an oecasicm to declare it. ** And Peter an* 
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swered, and said> Lord, if ithethoo/ Ud me 
oome unto thee on the water ; and he 8aid^ 
come; and when Peter was oome down out of. 
the ship, he , walked on the water to go to 
Jeaus ; but when he saw the wind boisterous^ 
he was afraid, and beginning to. sink, he caied^ 
sayings Lord, save me ; and immediately Jeans 
stretdied forth his hand, and caught him, and 
said unto him^ O . thou of little faith, where'v 
fore didst thou doubt ?*' 

lalooking eartfuUy at this subject, in the sere* 
ral poifvts of interest that it brings before us, I 
do. not see how I can better improve it, than by 
tracing, dn th^ [first place, as this scripture ap** 
peitrs to teach me, the progress of a weak and: 
helpless sinnarin his approaches to Christ; and^ 
smondly, the memner in which our Lord is pleasfad 
to deal with him. May we be mutually blest, 
in the consideration of it, by the presence of the 
Holy Ghost ; may I have the husbandman s pri*^ 
vilege in witnessing the growth and increase .of 
the seed, and .may you spring up, and ripen 
into .goodly fruit, to the praise and to the glory > 
of the great Lord of the harvest. 

Are any of jfoii, my brethren, applying your^ 
selves to the study of that most mysterious of ; 
all mysteries, the human heart f The character 
of this disciple may throw in a ray of light to 
aid you in ycnir search. Are any of you oaring 
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for your soula, and out of the recwds. of life 
seeking what you must do to be saved ? there is 
enough in that mixed oharactei to induce jfm 
to look with suspicion upon those aetaona of your 
own that seem to be the fairest, and with great 
caution at those which you fa^cy are well 
pleasing to Ood. A deceitful heart will pro^ 
duee deceitful steps, and if they are not nar^ 
rowly watched, and led on by the lights and 
under the shadow of the Spirit, we maybe sfti:e 
that out of them will be the issues of death* 

Thejlrrt thing which fixes out attenttim in the 
conduct of Peter^ is the wannth and earnesft** 
nessmf hie zeal. His ruling desire seems to 
hnre been, to give a full proof to others,' l^t 
he was a true and sinoera disciple* There yvm 
with him no compromise of principle, no uq«< 
holy wish to be a mere closet worshipper^ - a 
sort of Nicodepius, confessing Christ by) night> 
fkx&d losing sight of him by day ; we ;find him, 
with the solitary ex:cq>tioa of bis dmial in the 
hail of Pilate, the first to n^ake a tender of bis 
services, and the most forward to testify his af*- 
fectionate regard for Christ. The cdld-h^Pted, 
who kfWfv nothing, and feel nothing, of devo- 
tional affection, will say that his professions 
were overstrained: let this be granted, and 
what is gained by it ? Peter was but a man, 
and who would not palliate an imperfection, if 
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such it were, which, after all, was only an im- 
perfeotioD of iove ? Observe him in this place, 
whilst the rest of the disciples were crying 
out with lear, keeping bis eye upon Jesus, and 
addressing him by name : ** Lord, if it be thim, 
liid me come unto thee on the water." With 
all his forwardness, there is here no act of pre^ 
sumption ; his heart is r^uly for a flight, but he 
restrains it; he is in his right place, as one 
who is making himself acquainted with bis 
Master's will ; he expresses a ^esine, bat then as 
to giving ^ct to it^ he does nothing ; he toaite 
for a bidding from Christ. A waiting Christian 
is by m> means a oharacter of easy attainment ; 
we are apt to overleap God's appointed time, 
and to be all anxiety for pushing forward, where 
perbffps his command may be, '^ Lie down,'' 
the hour is not come, **Be still, and know that 
I am God." We want an increase of joy, an 
assurance of hope, a stronger light in the on- 
dttrstauding ; we forget, that as the King of 
glory, he has many mansions, and that for each 
he has his vessels of gold and silver, which he 
fills according to his own good pleasure. Ours 
is a plain and simple duty ; we have a throne of 
grace erected expressly for our sakes, and there 
we may make our ^'requests known unto God." 
He has never ssid that he will be found of them 
th»t cry after him with an impatient spirit; but 
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he Aw said, '' They that wait uppn the Lord, 
shall renew. their strength;" and the grace that 
is Tonchsafed to these waiting servants . gives 
tiBem the courage to fight manfully, against ** the 
world, the flesh, and the devil." In this way 
Pcdter became strongs in this way he waxed 
vidknfc against his enemies ; this made a rest«- 
ing p4ace for his feet, even out oi the wav«&>ol 
the^ great deep ; for as soon as he heard the 
Take: of his beloved, in that onp word of well- 
known, and familiar . recognition^ '' Come," he 
went down at <»ice out of the ship, amd walked 
on:the water to go to Jesus;" with that word,, 
all difikulttes seemed to vanish befor/a him; 
he trod upon the billows as upon dry land, aiid 
felt that all was firm beneath him.; he saw a 
foundation where others could discover lUHie; 
he' was fiill of trust, and it was made to him. a 
tower of strength. The ark of refuge,, the livii»g 
ark, was before him, and his heart beat anx-t 
ioosly to reach it. This is no new;descriptionf^ 
Qo representation of one single scene that is to 
he realised but once; the believer iS; acquainted 
in. degree with all the parts of it in his voyage 
over the sea of life. Again and again, he. i» 
amied to meet the Shepherd and Bishop of 
bis soul, and to: assure him, he is address^ in 
the same accents of condescending love* I da 
not tell you, that he wsdks literally through th^ 
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waves ; but he quits the side of the compa&ioiiii 
who shrink away from the undertaking, and 
leaves the ship in which they are all sailings 
and braves all the reproaches and persecmtkms 
of the world, ''to go to Jems;'' he is not ifn> 
pelled as a slave is, by the terrors of a master^i 
frown, nor is it the hireling's motive that sets 
him forward, the cold motive of earning, some' 
thing by his works ; it is simply lave. The difi4 
ciple finds a consolation in the presence of his 
Lord, that he can obtain no where else : he lories 
the cross, becaui^e it reminds him of bis suffer^ 
ings ; he loves the gospel, because he sees in 
it *' the power of God unto salvation;" he 
loves the holiness that it breathes, because 
it is the seal which God has affixed to the vcis^ 
sels of mercy, and hereby " he knoweth them 
that are' bis." And have we not here a mbsA 
convincing reason why 'the children of Mgbt 
keep their auctions so loosened from the 
world? They cannot bear so chilling, an at^ 
mosphere, it is all night, all darkness ; they 
hear little but of dust and ashes, of tabernacloi 
of clay, or idols of vanity, the low things that 
poor 'humanity delights in ; their beloved is ab-t 
tent^ and nothing but his quickening preseoee 
will content a Christian. I speak without iiraita4 
tion; nothing else can work the soul into con<f 
tehtment, and leave a sweetness upon the 
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hfiart. I will not sajr tiiat a fellowship with 
the holy members of Christ gives no enjoymeat 
to the spirit of a man who is making search 
aft^ the true riches. It is pkamnt, but not 
satisfying; there is enough bitterness j yet re-^ 
mainifi^ in the cup ; enough of controversy and 
censure^ of dispute and division^ to serve as a 
memorial, that the holiest and most blessed 
upon earth. are but eartkly beings stilL I must 
apply this remark to that same zealous Bpostle^ 
whom we have hitherto seen strong in fitith^ 
giving glory to CkKL Wq are nsrar to. behold 
him drooping with weakness almost at the Yiery 
feet of Jesus; for^' when he saw the wrind bois* 
terous» he was afraid.," That arch deeetvery 
who is the atithor of all th^ ungodly fears iJiad 
agitate tiie >heart, threw tiie temptettion in his 
wtf y, and be fell ; he bad his .thoughts upmi ti»B 
gathering of the storm, when they shcmld haive 
been cast upon Mm, who has only to fsay> 
'* peace, and there is a great calm/^ Alas ! how 
soon, how :immediately a creature that lets go 
his sustaining prop, becomes ithe sport of every 
tempest ! In vain he lifts himself up, in vain 
he striv^es with all the powers of a natmral man ; 
his strength has gone 'from him ; he is defences 
lesiB, and there is none to belp diim. It is 
with thei spirit as with the body:; lin God ^it 
Eves,!and moves, and has its ibeing.; if the unit-» 
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tog' cord is slackened for a moment^ the lib- 
iBreik«d feebleness of a smner shows it. Is h^ 
jfightifig as a good soldier ? he drops the shield 
of faith and the Philistmes come upon him, and 
bind him. Is he, like Elijah, on his jotrraey to 
the momit of God ? he falls into a slumber^ and 
then this child of weakness needs one mightier 
thimaii angel to wak« hifm ; and if, in the raging 
of; a. stormy he parts with his trust, it grows too 
roogit for faim, as it did for Peter, and despair 
threatens -him -with a sepulchre. But now 
tsomestbie sprayer of a perishing man, the bless^ 
ed.i^ugerof erery destitute disciple. The saU 
dier seada it upto heatea in his extremity, and 
witk it he^ bresiks in pieces the Phiiistines* 
bands ; the binthened traTeller remembers it 
Ri;fais 'dist^i^ess, and it is heard, and the "wearied 
man goes im xejoicing ; ' «and in the midst of the 
deefiest waters, when nan adverse wind is blow- 
ing hbrd abcmt us, and we have thrown away 
our confidence^ and lost the light of the day- 
star, 'then^ when the poor afflicted is just be^ 
ginning to sink, -the prayer of faith shall ascend 
from bim, that * cry of distress which is known 
and underetood in heaven, '' Lord save me«" 
But will it nbt be said, that I am attributing 
to a mere=ei[^ession, a Value that it dan in "no 
wise deawve? The ignorant may think so, 
aMatten^t to prove that I dm levelling the 
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way to heanren* and making it ikr more eassf 
thaa it i&a My hretbren, I am luA considering' 
tbia as a mere ejppression o( the lips^ but as a 
prayer of faith. It would, indeed, be txiky b, 
mockery in tbe qne case ; in the otber, it is 
God^ inestimable gift ; it is a jurayer of de^ 
p^idance, which, as a Father, he camiot but 
receive; it is a prayer of loire, which, as tto8in<« 
ner's friend,. he cannot but regard and Mess. 
^-T^' liOrd save me ! " this implies, that there is « 
pMSWig sense of danger in the sonl of the anp* 
l^ifaant; it implies, that the eye and die heaart 
are both engaged in a contemplation of the 
Lamb of God, who is the one true Lord, as 
well as the one almighty Saviour. Every 
chord is here in unison; every iwbrd is in 
place ; there is nothing wanting, aoitbiiifg bat a 
broken and a contrite heart to make it a «iuk^ 
able offering, ''holy, acceptable to the Lord." I 
have thus closely followed the mfaid of the 
aportte in its various acts of cwrage, timdUg^ i 
and returning confidence. I .am, in the second 
place, to assist you in considering how, or in 
what way, Christ dealt with him. JknAlJirH^ 
he permitted him to exercise his own wUl.^ He 
would walk upon the waters, and therefore soid 
the Saviour, ^' Come." : His omniscience toM 
him how this would. end, but be would not 
hinder the event, that the works of Ood might 
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W ceade. maniibM in him. Fete^ wm like llie 
broneh c^a vii^ that runs too wild,- and 19 often 
vittent fruit from its luxuriance ; he wanted ir 
ma8ter!6 hand to correct his vigour, .and keep 
binaucarefully in place. Our Lord said nothing' 
of this, .wbeti he proposed to do that wfaiek:' 
none otfa^ man bad ever yet done. He ke|)t 
bifl: instruction till the sinner himself should be 
foreed to confess he heeded it. The husband^ 
m& knows die season when his labcmr will be 
most effeotualy and the Lord of the viaeyardi 
fate. 4he tiihes and thd seasons all in bis own: 
baiidsi . Me may here consider what a M^oti-^ * 
iAk mmkntM wm, in which the wisdom of 
Qbristl opened the eyes of Peter to the full ' 
meaaureiof his weakness, and to his own im^ - 
n]ieMd and'hrnindiless power. '* As he was be* ' 
gianing to sityc;" the great truth flashed upon 
hiai.-4^MUlmetit£r of distress^ my friends, are' 
ofteh turned' by the gracious providence of the ' 
l4Vd into moments of consolation; be brings! 
us near toi the lion's mouth, that we may be 
awakened tnqre earaestly to seek him in the ^ 
w^y pflpstiyer; he lets his rains fall heavily 
upon the dwellings of men, that they may in- 
qtirei said look 'diligently whether the^^imdlei- ' 
titnhe safev It was at the highest point of her 
dartMSB, that be ttirew himself in the way of the - 
widt^vrdf fTain; andtoudied the bier of her son, ' 

I 
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and slid unto faer^ '' We^p not/' The men of 
Nineveh had actually heard their death war- 
rant pronounced ; but when they nesnt Ibrtii a 
bitter cry, each man fbr himself, *' Loid nm 
fne/' the destroying angels passed over the city^ 
aud the angels of mercy encamped about it. 
Ah 1 my hearers, there is a sinking tiihe to 
every beKever; nay, it reaches beyond Uim, 
it comes upon evefy soul, it is umwrtaL You 
shall all sink into that sleep whidi is ^empbati* 
6ally calied the sleep of death. You shall all 
^e: many a Lord ! Lord ! will then bat^ npctti 
th^ lips, imd many a heart witt cease to beat 
that has never uttered the prayer which carries 
tip a sweet'smelling savonr to the Ood of lov^. 
Do you fancy this to be imposeible? Alas^t 
could you search eternity, andseethevui^edof 
all generations, and bear the mutoal upbraid- 
ings of parents and children, of siMers ^tA 
brethren, of those who not only tfampled ^em^ 
selves^ upon an unspeakably blensed ebveniuit, 
and rushed into a torrent of error, but drew a 
crowd of dependants after them; could you 
ga^e upon these in their eternal being, yon 
would not say so. Are you so fooltah as notio 
understand that the Holy Ghost tmiet d^y pre- 
pare the heart for such a work as this ? If thet e 
be not knowledge^ there can be no prayei^ of 
faiths if there be not the apirit of bomifity 
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and self-renunciation, there can be no jo/- 
wtion. 

But the text especially points us to the man- 
mr in which Christ gave help to his fainting 
follower \ ** He stretched mt his hand and caught 
him.'' Great stress is laid in Scripture upon 
the Lord's right hand as the seat of strength ; 
but less in the way of destroying, than of sav^ 
ing to the uttermost. Hear David in the hundred 
and thirty-seveiith Psalm : '' Though I walk in 
tJ^e midst of trouble* thou wilt revive me ; thou 
$h»lt stretch fort^ thine hand against the wrath 
of mineeineoQie?^ and thy right hand shall save 
9)e»" And again, in the one that follows : " If 
I take the. wings q( the morning, and dwell in 
the utter,mo$t parts of the sea, even tbei^e shall 
thy hand lead me^ and thy right hand shall hold 
m§.'* So SU. John writes of the Son of man in 
the Apocalypse : *' And when I saw him, I fell 
9t his feet as deadj land be laid his right hand 
pppM me, saying uii;bo xne. Fear not" In this 
act of deliverance a sinking disciple could do 
nothing; he wais eaught up by a supernatural 
effort^ and in this way brought out of the deep. 
And ju3t as io^equate is the depth of intellect, 
9V the beauty of holiip^ss^ Qr the strictness of 
moral integrity, to op^ the {j^tes of Zion to 
Chf istian believers. Xbese are all precious or- 
naments to the King's daughter, she is not fitly 
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adorned without them; but these never yet 
established a claim for an invitation to the 
King's table. What a wonder it is that men 
should be beaten off from such an idea with so 
much difficulty ! They seem to love the quick* 
sand, and to hurry their shattered souls to^ 
wards it, as . if they would try how far they 
could tempt God with impunity^ and how far 
they could venture within the current without 
beipg forced away by it^ and eternally de** 
stroyed* What a salvation is lost by multi* 
tudes! from the refusal of the heart cordially 
and unreservedly to say, " Lord save me." 
The hand of the Lord is n(A enough^ but they 
must catch at something more, a plank^ a 
straw ; and thus they darken that faithful saying, 
which is worthy of all acceptation, that " Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 
How often has it been stretched out, and re- 
fused by those who have passed from us, whose 
names and memory are forgotten, who have 
sunk to rise no more! How often may the 
living plead guilty to this very thing ! Ym are 
at ease, yet this guilt may be ,^0Mr^, though it 
lie deep. You are without concern in this 
matter, yet may you have no hope, and be 
living without God in the world. 
- But I pass from the act of tender mercy which 
broiightlife and consolation to Peter, to tkditjust 
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expostulatton which our Lord held with hiim : " O 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt." What a name this ! and what a ques- 
tion ! for a disciple the most courageous, the 
most resolute, the most faithful of all ; and 
yet here is Christ's judgment concerning him, 
here we have a view of his gospel character, 
and thus it will go down, even to the latest ge- 
neration of time, as a man of " little faHhy 
Had he considered the true signification of 
these words, they would have furnished him 
with a complete answer to the inquiry, 
** Wherefore didst thou doubt?" Unbelief 
was the enemy that sowed tares in his heart. 
Unbelief was the dark shadow that fell be- 
tween him and Jesus, and hindered him from 
se^ng that arm of strength, which, whether a& 
a pillar for his flesh or his spirit, was '* mighty 
to save." The believer would have done with 
those apprehensions of sorrow in a world to 
come, which are as thorns in his pillow, if he 
would only give the same credit to the word of 
Gk>d as he does to the assertions of men, if he 
would only embrace the record that the Scrip- 
ture gives him of God, ^' that he is not a man 
that he should lie, nor the son of man that he 
should repent." In every covenant promise 
that speaks sweetly to us of the willingness and 
the omnipotence of Christ, we have a le^arum^ 
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voiie. What a precious i^atisfymg one is that itt 
the Psalms ! ^' Thou spakest in vision to thy 
holy one, and saidst^ I have laid help on one 
who . is mighty^ '' How cheering ts ' that in 
Hosea! ''This God is our God for ever and 
ever, he shall be our guide unto death." And 
then, as to the everlasting stability of his pnr^ 
pose : *' The foundation of God stand eth sure, 
hating this s6al, the Lord knoweth them tbttt 
^re his/' These speak to us, ais it were, witli 
brazen tongues ; these upbraid the faint-heart- 
ed with their cowardice, and this is their lan- 
guage, and the interpretation thereof^ ** Where- 
fore dost thou doubt?" There is a fancy and 
foolish floating thought with some^ that If 
Christ were personally amongst us, as in the 
days of his humanity, the tendency of their 
hearts would be more towards him, and that 
from his sensible presence they would draw out 
a sensible encouragement. Ah I brethren, Sa- 
tan may thus whisper into your ear ; bist it 
would not be so. Peter was, I had almost said, 
under his very wings, and yet his confidence 
forsook him ; there was never a more thorough 
delusion than this. '' If you believe not Moses 
and the prophets," and, above all, those evan- 
gelists and apostles who were the heralds of a 
better dispensation, neither would you be per- 
suaded though the Lord of life himself were to 
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tabomacle again amongst you. But has not 
Jesus^ that gracious helper of perisbiog souls, 
itnotber sort of expostulation for thpse who 
hav€ not loved ^' to retam him in their know- 
ledge '' zt all ? Did he not reason with Israel 
and Judah, and spread out his hands all the 
day unto a rebellious people, a people that pro- 
voked him to anger continually to his face? 
and is he not sending message after message to 
careless gentiles, and saying, ^' Woe unto the 
world because of offences, woe unto that man 
by whom the offence cometh?" Is he not 
questioning you by his ambassadors, with the 
peculiar earnestness of one who knows the va- 
lue of an immortal soul, "Why will ye die?". 
Do you want power to break through the tram- 
mels of sin and the entanglements of the world ? 
Set your hearts and affections upon the king- 
dom of God, and the righteousness of his dear 
Son; and a new prospect will gladden your 
heart, and all the vanities of sense in due sea- 
son shall drop from you as the sickly leaves are 
driven from the healthy cedar. Do you want 
a hand to lift you up, and to take the burden 
of your sickness from you? Where can you 
find one so effectual as that which caught Pe- 
ter out of the depths of the sea ? — It is ready ; 
it is now stretched out ; lay hold on it, poor 
sinking sinners I it is the hand of Jesus. Do 
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you want words to tell him that you are weary 
and heavy laden ? Take that simple prayer in 
the text, " Lord save me!" and if your hearts 
can respond to it, it will be answered from 
above, '^ Be of good cheer, thy faith hath saved 
thee," 
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SERMON VIII. 

CHRIST THE ARK OF SALVATION. TO HIS 

CHURCH, 

Habakkuk, iii. 17, 18. 

Although the Jig-tree shall not blossom^ neither 
shall fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the 
olive shall fail^ and the fields shall yield no meat ; 
the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls ; yet I will rejoice 
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salva- 
tion. 

No one could have given utterance to such a 
feeling as the text expresses, that had not been 
visited by God^s all-merciful Spirit, and who had 
not seen the day-star rising in his heart. No 
natural man could witness the gradual falling 
away of all his earthly substance, and not sink 
under the loss. These things constitute almost 
the whole sum of what he prizes upon earth; 
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he lives for them, they are rooted in his rery 
existence, they are his treasure, his rock, his 
refuge ; he watches them by day, and dreaias 
of them by night. Is it a wonder, then, that he 
should rejoice, when his eye has but to admire^ 
and he can make the object his own ; when his 
mind has but to create a want, and it is satis- 
fied ; when the air, and the earth, and the sea, 
pour their abundance in upon him ? Are we to 
expect that such a being is also to rejoice, 
when his eye looks for these, and noae of diem 
are to be found ? Oh no I he acts upon the same 
principle that influences the rest of the world, 
who, like himself, make gods out of .the gifts 
of God, and glory in the creature, more than 
the Creator, God blessed for ever« If these 
treasures make to themselves wings, and leave 
him, he talks of his misery ^ as if eternity were 
made up of such riches as these ; and h^ pro- 
claims his ruin, as if hell itself were opening 
to devour him. And why does not the prophet 
act thus ? why are there no teats, and heart- 
burnings, and lamentations, ia the case ef dk-' 
tress that he represents as occurring to bims^? 
There is a plain answer-^he is a spiritual mao ; 
and this is the thought of his heart; ''What! shall 
I receive good at the hand of Gad« and shall I 
not receive evil ? the hatA gave, and the Ltfifd 
hath taken away, blessed be the navie of the 
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Lord;'' he trembles before tbe exceeding majesty 
of the Most High, and yet ia his confidence he 
is unshaken ; the more he sees of his power, 
tbe more he seems to feel that he will never 
leaye him nor forsake him* The vision was a 
terrible one» for he saw the earth reeling, aad all 
that was in it in confusion ; and the revelation 
of Ood was terrible^ fw he saw him marching 
through the land in indignation. ** Before him 
went the pestilence, and burning coals went 
forth at his f6et; he stood and measured the 
eartib^ be bebdd and drove asunder the nations, 
and the everlasting mountains were scattered ; 
the perpetual hills did bow." These were the 
wonders displayed to his astonished eyes ; but 
the only effect they had upon him was, an in- 
creased assurance that they never would be 
tamed against himself ; for when the vision 
had passed away, and left him to the stillness 
ai his own veflections, his mind appears to have 
been absorbed, not^ as we might suppose, in con- 
sidering the King of kings clothed with majesty 
and strength, but in viewing him as a God of 
mercy^ aaone whom, under aoy circumstances, 
evai those the most adverse to his temporal 
pnasperity, be oould do no otherwise^ than glo- 
rify, and adore, and love ; and he then sup- 
poses a case of the utmost extremity, '' Although 
the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit 
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bis in the vines ; the labour of the olive shall 
fail, and the fields shall yield no meat ; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls ; yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation/'' 
From this passage, I propose to show, in 
the jirH place, that though God in his dis- 
petisations acts independently, he acts mercifully; 
and secondly, that in the darkest of them true 
feith will always triumph. We cannot, my 
brfethren, with all our ignorance, be dead t<> 
this truth, that the great Ruler of heaven and 
earth conducts his operations without regard to 
the fancies or conceived opinions 6f man. " The 
wind bloweth where it listeth ; we can hear the 
sound thereof, but cannot tell whence itcon^etfa, 
nor whither it goeth ;" we notice the event, but 
the way in which it is brought to pass, is not? 
uncommonly unfavourable to the end we have 
in view, and in direct opposition to our desires. 
Our feelings, our interests, our carnal minds> 
influence our judgments, and improperly in- 
fluence them ; but the Lord omnipotent is not 
to be so biassed ; we are tied down to the pro« 
sent and the past, and our idea of what is right 
can only be formed upon what occurs within 
these two periods of time. But God has no 
siich impediments to restrain him ; he plungei^ 
with Almighty freedom into the very depths <rf 
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futurity, and lays his plans from those uuseen 
curcumstances which we could never have dis* 
covered. '' His way is in the sea, and his path 
in the great waters/' and his footsteps none 
can follow* 

But supposing it to be admitted, and I take 
for granted that this part of the proposition is 
an unquestionable one, that the acts of Qed 
are those of an independent King^ it will not be 
so easy to gain a man*s consent to the latter 
part of it, namely^ that every, such act is done 
in tenderness zn^ in mercy to his own. people^ 
But I think this is. to be proved indirect^ from 
the divine attributes, and immediate^ from scrips 
tural records. What evidence can be. more con* 
closive to this pcunt, than the testimony. of a 
disciple, that '^ God is lave ?" This brief ex- 
pression comprehends in one vast scope, all that 
he ever did, from the foundation of the wwld, 
and all that he will do, till time itself shall pause 
to make room for eternity. It matters not in 
what age this name was communicated to man ; 
if it ever belonged to the Father of heaven, it 
must have been his from everlasting ; for thus 
saith the Lord of Hosts, '' I change not." The 
wisdom of his doings will not be entirely de** 
veloped, until we have ceased to be strangers 
and sojourners upon earth ; but we can see 
^Qough of it even in these tabernacles of clay 
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t^ eofToborate what David has to aotemnly set 
upon record, that ^' it is better to trutt in tht 
Lord, than to put any confidence in princes.? 
He deals with men not as they would deal vritb 
each other, flattering their prejudicM, feeding 
their passions, sacrificing every thing to present 
ease and present comfort ; but, mercifully for 
us, he has less regard for the temporary wel&re 
of the body, than the future and eternal welfare 
of the soul ; and therefore he chastens when the 
world would indulge, aod he smites when the 
world would spare. We read the history of 
the most remarkable people in these earthly 
kingdoms, the Jews ; we traee their wipsx, tbeaur 
peculiar privileges, their election, and fitnal dis- 
persion. The mere arbitrary choice of this peo^ 
pie, if nodiing further wete known* might eac* 
dusiveiy stamp the act as that of an independent 
King; but revelation has thnGiwn . sudh alight 
upon this proceeding, as plainly declares it to 
have been one of the secret purpose* of God to 
build upon this foundation a system of meioy 
iior the Gentile world: why be selected the 
Jewjirst, is no more to us than why the potter, 
in arranging his vessels, johooses the silver before 
the gold, or the gold before the silver, Isaiah's 
prophecy concerning the Heathen was heard 
f evien hundred y^urs before tbe Messiah's bitth^ 
wfaen Israel thought that she wsu» oiev^ tKH be 
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cast off^ dttdrthe Gentiks neyer to be gathered m* 
He 'seems to ettter in the fulness of his heaort 
into the gracious arrangements of God : '' Sing^ 
O barren, thou that didst not bear ! break forth 
Mto singing and cry aloud, thou that didst Bot 
travail. with child ! for more are the children of 
the desolate, Uian the children of the married 
wife, saith the Lord." And in like manner, also, 
we may notice the divine regard that was espe«» 
eially shown to the tribe of Judah and the line 
of David. The cause of this could only be ex* 
})laifned by tho event; it was not known nor 
nndesstood, until God's own Son appeared in 
tfae iftesh as the Son of David ; an act of grace, 
tiiait wonderAiUy verified the word of prophecy, 
and justified the ways of God. Again, in the 
case of Daniel, and those other Jews who weve 
placed over the a&irsof the province of Baby* 
Ion ; had we before us nothing but the naked 
£sct^ that otte was (lirown into a den of lions, 
and the others ;in«o a furnace of fire, we should 
have beisn apt to reason and to marvel why God 
permitted h«B servants to be so dealt with; but the 
mystery is solved, when we discover that not a 
boneof the prophet was broken by the lions, ner a 
hair of thoseiuthfal Israelites singed by the£re ; 
Und tiiatbeth these actsso exalted him in Ae eyes 
of :the two prond naonarchs of Babylon, that they 
MtoaUy seniiiMilLa decree, ** tiwt every people. 
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vttKs^ aiKl htngoage, that spake any thing aflows 
mgainst the God of Dauiel, should be ciit> in 
pieces^ and their houses be made a dunghill.** 

Be not in. haste, my brethren, to sit in judg- 
aitnt upon the inscrutable ways of God ; what 
WQ know not now, we shall know hereafter. 
How poor, and dark, and narrow, are the wisest 
imdl^rstandings ! how little can they grasp, even 
fif visible things, that are the most intelligible 
to t^ir senses ! you are but weak discemers in 
the secrets of nature ; what then must you be 
when you attempt to soar up to the operations 
Df grace ? Whatever it may he our lot to ex* 
pearience, in the way of trial and correction, 
though our earthly frames are consuming away 
through disease, and the fruit of our fields 
withering, let us consider, that upon every suffer- 
ing the Father of heaven may have set the 
secret stamp of his love ; let us say with David, 
'' I was dumb and opened not my mouthy be* 
cause thou didst it/' Let us kiss the rod in 
quiet submission, as often as we are smitten by 
it ; let us be still, and thankful that we are dealt 
with, not as bastards, but as sons. 

But I have to show you, not only that God is 
righteous in his dispensations, but, secondly, in 
what manner the true disciple rejoices under 
them. Hear with what confidence the prophet 
spesJcSy as he describes a state oi penury, which by 
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fMSfiibility mif htbeconie htsoWo ; ^'Althoogh Ae 
4g^tree diall not blossom, neither shall f rait be in 
the.Tines ; the Mbonr of tiieolive shall fail, and the 
fields Bhall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut 
off-from theifi^, and there shall be no herd^lh 
the stalls ; yet will T rejoice in the Lord, I w8I 
joy in the God of my salvation." Need I say 
tihat jDoae : oouM speak thus, but by the Hc4y 
Crhost? he does not simply say, that this should 
be his Cbaling.in a state of famine, butwheft 
every, hcpe^oi .possessing an improved condition 
would be taken away. The fig-tree wm ni% 
even ^ to . show ;a blossom ; and yet he was to 
have not merely a contaited mind, but a re^^ 
j^tng hoart« This is the believer^s peculiar 
privilege^ a. part :of the child's portion, which'hiii 
hekranly Father gives bim by wayof anttcipa^ 
tibnheref upon' earth. ^ 

. Lei ui^ieodeavour to learn;^r^f , what it m^^s 
ta^rejoAcem the Lord. Put the question to 
the cfaildnen of tbis: world, and they will an* 
S war it, as though it had an exclusive reference 
to flome. earthly gift, that wa;s better than the 
fruit of the olbre^tree or the herbs of the field. 
ToTdJDlae^ with them^ is to eat, drink, and be 
meri^:; ta heat the tablet: and harp in th^r 
featsta, and' iox^ast away every anxious thotigkt 
that might put th€ir hearts into monming for 
^/land dttturb the stream of pteasnre. -^ri- 

K 
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tual rejoidbg requires a $pirihial soal^ and &is 
is 9A tnudh ka etaigma to them^ as the new 
bitth unto tigbteousness was to Nicodemus. 
Take at^ay the tbingis that supply tbeit comforts, 
the opiates that ininist^ to this false peace; 
tiiike aWay their gold, and their lands; and their 
well-furnished bouses ; and see whether they 
hive any thihg left out of sight to make up the 
deficiency ; see whether with these they have 
not lost their aiL This is the very point where 
the distindtion of character between the natural 
aud the spiritual man becomes ifaost remark:^ 
able. What one considers to be an irretrievable 
loss^ tbe other looks upon as a gain; where one 
sinks in a wide waste of waters, the other rises^ 
and his feet stand firmly upon a rock. The 
rejoicing of the Christian is altogether iitespec* 
tive of earthly joys or earthly, aorrowsi I do 
not mean, that the world is set so far froiiL him 
that his eye never weeps, and that his spirit 
never mourns at what passes within ; but, that 
his joys> as a member of Christ, are produced 
from a source that Christ reserves for his own. 
It is as much within the reach of the disciple, 
as> of the Master. He puts the key of thait pre- 
cious fountain into^ every hand that is held out 
to receive it, and none that rightly apply it will 
be sent empty away. : 
But here, additional .fi>r€e may be given to 
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Ihk text, by considering, in obntraftt, t&e Ohrift^ 
ttah who is one outwardly, and the soldidr of 
Christ who is really such in principle and in 
practice. The former rejoices because the &g^ 
tree blossoms and the fruits cluster upon the 
vine, because the oliv^e fails not and the fields 
yield their meat, because the flocks are feeding 
in the .pastures and the herds fattening in the 
stalls ; he has a full cup, and he loses all sensi 
of what he should be, in the intoxicating draughts 
These, indeed, would be a sufficient provision^ 
and a fit happiness for one of the creation of 
animals ; but for a soul, an accountable, never- 
dying soul, what a low and degrading portion ! 
If be has the semblance of peace^ it is but a 
shadow, which is liable to be driven from hii 
bosom in a moment ; for, depending as it does 
upoti the continuance of his idols, when they 
ure taken, his false and heartless joy departi 
with them; it bursts like an empty bubble, and 
leaves him without a hope, or a Saviour, or a 
blessing, or a God. But can these enchant^- 
ments take the believer captive? Have these 
charms the ^ower to make a slate of his soul ? 
Oh, no ! his comfort is, that he is attracted and 
held a prisoner by none of these chains ; he re^ 
joices that he can took beyond olive-trees and 
vineyards, and flocks and herds, that Ood has 
revealed himself instead of them ; he can pas^ 

k2 
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them all by with indifference, and say, ''I 
will rejoice in the Lord'* The child that is 
just weaned, and able to understand something 
of the reality and tenderness of a child's affec- 
tion, will not be satisfied with strangers; he 
does not recognize their voice, th^r manners, 
their appearance ; he wants the smile, the look, 
the well-known presence of a parent.. And 
here, my brethren, whatever our sins may be, 
o\ir poverty, our nakedness; we are sure of 
finding in the light of God's countenance that 
peace which the world cannot give. An enemy 
may persecute us for righteousness sake — a 
friend may withdraw his friendship and drive us 
from him — our foes may be those of our own 
household, — ^but amidst these clouds of distress- 
ing darkness, we may distinguish a hand point- 
ing to the peaceful fold of Christ, and we may 
hear a voice calling to us in the sweetest tone 
of compassion, '' Come unto me^ and I will give 
you rest." But the joy of a pardoned sinner is 
not awakened from the general impression that 
he has, of God, being a God of long-suffering 
and of great kindness, but from the more en- 
dearing circumstances of his being the God of 
his salvation. When the eye can separate the 
inestimable riches of Christ, and see them di- 
vided amongst the children of light ; when the 
Jieart can appropriate to itself a share of rer 
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deeming love, a feeling will be produced of the 
same kind, though of a higher qiLality, as that 
natural feeling with which a man looks upon a 
mansion or a farm, that he knows to belong 
exclusively to himself; whilst it was the pro- 
perty of another, he might admire it for its 
richness and its beauty ; but now, out of this 
general admiration, there rises up a fixed and 
particular attachment ; it is his owtif and the 
idea of its having become an individual posses* 
sion^ forms a channel for increased enjoyment. 
It is thus with the happy convert who can feel 
the flowing in of Christ's blood upon his soul, 
and can view him as his exceeding great re-^ 
ward. He does not listen, as he once did, with 
a cold and unaffected spirit to the blessed 
news, that ** there is no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus.*' He no longer re- 
gards himself as one out of the bounds of cove- 
nant mercy. He does not speak of the New 
Testament ark as of a thing not to be under- 
stood in its nature and consequences ; but he 
turns himself to heaven, and fixes upon the true 
light, that has been hitherto invisible, and calls 
it his '* joy and his salvation.^' My brethren, I 
would endeavour in this hour to act by you as 
Paul did by the Athenians in their own city, 
when he found an altar with this inscription, 
*' To the unknown God." Alas ! such an altar 
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may be found in every coQgregatix)n ; for al^ 
though, perhaps, there is not a being, so foolish 
as to say, *' there is no God/' there are multi-^ 
tudes who have never addressed him, nor gloria 
fied him, as the God of their salvation. The 
declaration, therefore, of the apostle may serve 
for you: "/Whom ye ignorantly worship, him 
declare I unto you.'' What then is salvation? 
it is the i^oul's deliverance from the death of sin 
and of woe, from Satan's dominion, and an 
eternity of wrath ; it is the grant from heavQn, of 
■ ^ an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away;" it is the removal of the 
seal from the sepulchre of dead souls, and the 
bringing them out to life and freedom. JSeed 
I fiay more to convince you what the Master* 
builder of such a work is, he, who with 
wicked hands was crucified and slain? that, 
if ever you hope to be saved at all, the God 
x>{ your salvatiop must be Christ Jesus the 
Lord ? What do you answer to all thia ? That 
you hav^ knowt^ these things from your youth 
up.^ Why then are there no fruits from this 
knowledge? Where is the confidence and the 
joy that it should necessarily produce ?/ If you 
had a saving knowledge in that mighty One, 
.who for our sakes was exalted to be a Prince 
.and a^ Saviour, you would think of bis great 
salvation from' day to day, and. rejoice thai such 
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a ivond^rfal way should have been ever exibited 
to sianers, as that new and living way which he 
has consecrated with his own blood. Have 
ycm ever supposed such a season of trouble as 
that spoken of by the prophet, and considered 
whether you have faith and strength enough to 
bear up against it? You may/ by the wisdom 
of the world, jceep poverty away from your 
doors : but can you giiard your lives, and pre-** 
serve them from the destroying angel ? Alas t 
what is the strength and beauty of the frames of 
men? they must be overtaken by death and judg* 
ment : then will the worldling's joy ]}e over, and 
the fashion of his countenance wil) phange, and he 
will treat pleasure itself with scorn ; and if he has 
no other foundation than that he laid, when the 
hills and mountains of the earth were his de-* 

• 

{)endance, he will be as open to die wrath of 
an avenging God as the improvident sinners of 
the old world. It is better to realize a scene 
that will soon lie in dreary prospect before us^ 
than to v^itness the rushing in of the tide with<- 
out an avenue to escape. But in speaking thus 
to some of you, I fear I am only *' beating the air,^ 
lor t am argqing with persons who affix a very 
diff^ent value to salvation from that which I 
contend attaches to it. The prophet speaks of 
it as the chariot of salvation ; the apostle calls 
ft a ^rMl salvation, and in aooth^ place, an 
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titrndl salvation. Tbus ihtimatiiig, that for its 
swiftness, its greatness, and its durability, it is 
" worthy of all acceptation." But we^ instead 
of rejoicing when it travels through the earth, 
and the «ound of it is heard at our own dwel* 
lings, remain as listless as if we had nothing to 
do but to avail ourselves of it, at any moment, 
as a convenient shelter from impending puAish* 
ment. What an unhappy dissimilarity is there 
between the language and experience of the 
prophet, and some of those whom, for couftei»y 
sake, I will call Christian brethren! 'Where 
is their King? by their silence concerning, him^ 
yon might suppose they had none. Where is 
their hope ? if their thoughts and tongues are to 
be believed, it is settled upon the best things 
they can collect below. Where is the blessed 
Spirit? he is cast as far away from them as the 
stony heart has power to do it. Where is their 
Saviour ? they have trampled him under foot, 
and made light of his garments of salvation. 
How different are the actings of the prophet ! 
The day of Christ was overhung with shadows^ 
it was not visible to the eye at all; and yet 
dim and clouded as it was, he rejoiced to have 
it before him, and as he saw it, he was glad. 
He looked abroad, but every thing was marked 
with the serpent's touch ; and though there 
was room enough for tears and sorrow^ there 
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was none for joy. If there be fruit upon the 
olive, it is not the tree of life ; if the field yield 
its meat, it is not the bread that cometh down 
from heaven; if the outward man can be 
nourished with the cattle in the stalls, they are 
not food for the soul within; he is ready to 
say, ** Woe is me that I am constrained to dwetl 
with Mesech, and to have my habitatiom 
amongst the tents of Kedar." But when his 
eye catches a gleam from the seat of glory, he 
follows it in the fulness of faith until he finds 
the rest he is in search of, until he sees the 
whole company of the blessed built up in Zioo, 
a church triumphant ; and then, in anticipation 
of his own redemption, he begins the song to 
which every chord in his heart responds, " I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation." 
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SEUMON IX, 

CHRIST THE TREE OF LIFE. 

Genesis xliz. 22 — 24. 

Joseph is a fruitful bought even a fruitful bough 
by a well ; whose branches run over the wall : 

' the archers have sorely grieved bim, and shot at 
him, and hated him; but his bow abode in 
strength, and the arms of his hands were made 

' strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob '; 

' from thence is the shepherd, ' the stone of 
Israel. 

This was the rich blessing that the dying 
patriarch, in the spirit of prophecy, bequeathed 
to Joseph, the youngest and the most beloved of 
his sons. The blessing of a father, in those 
days, when he not only governed his family as 
the head, but taught them as a priest, was looked 
to, with deep interest. It was by his hand, as 
an instrument of the God of righteousness, that 
light was sown for the righteous, and gladness 
for them that were upright in heart. It is true 
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that spiritual mercies were with them but of 
secondary consideration ; they had not under- 
standings large enough to grasp them; they 
had not affections pure enough to desire them, 
their expectations were bounded by things 
temporal, that God would makeofthemagreat 
nation^ and give them of the dew of heaven, and 
the fatness of the earth, ^nd plenty of corn and 
wine ; but then they were persuaded, that as 
the blessing was pronounced, so, to the very 
letter, it would be realized. It must have been 
a scene of the deepest solemnity when Jacob 
and his sons held their last conference upon 
earth together, the one to tell, and the others to 
hear, what should befall them in the latter days* 
To eacl^ the patriarch gare a strong outline of 
what would be the character and the future 
condition of his own tribe* But every one of 
ihem, save Judah and Joseph, went out of his 
presence without a blessing ; for these alone he 
had comfortable wor^s* ** Judah, thou art he 
whom thy brethren shall praise :^ ^ the sceptre 
shall not depart from Judah^ nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shibh come;^ 
'* and unto him shall the gathering of the peo** 
tple be." And after he had spoken in a brief 
way of Zebulon, and Issachar, of Dan, of Crad, 
of Asher, and Naphtali, his heart seems to fill 
with .tenderness as ,he comes to Joseph ; the 
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Spirit encoilrages him to speak; the feelings of 
a father are all ia his favour, and God is in his 
favour too ; the vision is as clear as he could 
desire it, he sees and is satisfied. '' Joseph is 
a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a 
well, whose branches run over -the wall ; the 
archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at 
him, and hated him; but his bow abode in 
strength, and the arms of his hands were:niade 
istrong by the hands of the mighty God of 
Jacob; from thence is the shepherd, - the stone 
of Israel.'* These words are so deacriptive of 
the one great Deliverer and Redeemer of his 
people, and so perfectly in harmony with the 
great events that connect . him both with earth 
and heaven ; the type and the antitype do so 
faithfully respond to each other, that I shall 
consider the several particulars predicted of 
Joseph, not so much with a view of looking at 
them as matters of history, as of showing how 
wonderfully they bear upon the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The jfirst thing we find recorded is the flour- 
ishing estate of Joseph : ** Joseph is a fruitful 
bough." This part of the vision was perhaps 
put more prominently forward than the rest to 
the eye of Jacob, and in a transport of joy he 
gave utterance to what he saw. The bough 
was, indeed, in after ages, a bough liaiden with 
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fruit ; for ; Ephraim and Manasses, the sons of 
Joseph, became the founders of two distinct 
and specific tribes, which grew exceedingly^ 
and out-numbered every other but that of 
Judah. They were made mention of by Moses as 
]the ten thousands of Ephraim and the thousands 
of Manasseh : and Zechariah, speaking of the 
glorious |;imes when the chief Shepherd shall 
again visit and gather together his forsaken 
flock; pronounces that '' they of Ephraim shall 
be like a mighty man." I am well aware that 
this growing influence of a single family is but 
a poor representation of the ^* Wonderful and the 
Counsellor/' of the increase of whose kingdom 
there shall be no end. A fruitful bough is but 
a small thing to denote that Tree of life, whose 
leaves are for the healing of the nations ; but it 
is only an image, a shadow ; — and every image is 
but a weak transcript of the reality, and every 
shadow is one of darkness. The quiver of 
Joseph was full ; but that of Christ has been 
filled and filled again; and the polished 
arrows will continue to pour into it, until he 
shall say, '' it is enough ;" the church above 
is reared up to the very top-stone, and " the 
earth is 'filled with the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cov^r the sea." He, has had a temple 
progressively rising into . strength and. beauty, 
ever since that early age, when the blood of 
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irighteoiis Abel was s&ed ; and what hadd dhall 
tnar or remove out of its {^ace a single sfone of 
it? If we look for the ten thousands erf* 
Ephraim, wherd shall we find them? scat* 
tered as '* the stubble that passeth away by th^ 
wind of the wilderness." The fruit is perished^ 
and the bough is gone. Even in its best days^ 
God in his fury so shodk it^ that thiere fell at 
one time, of the Ephraimites, fwty smd two 
thousands The cry 6f the prophet is, ** Wo6 
to the cro^^n of pride, to the drunkards of 
Ephiraim! whose glotious beauty is a fading 
flower: it shall be as the hasty fruit before 
the summer, which when he that looketh upon 
it seeth, while it is yet in his hand he eateth it 
up." But there is no crown of pride upon the 
head of those whom Christ has begotten by his 
almighty grace unto endless glory: there are 
no drunkards amongst thd chihlreil of bis \6te^ 
for they are separate from their brethren, and 
are living '* soberly, and righteously, and godly^ 
in this presefnt world .^ The Lord of life was 
flourishing^ when every eye looked upon him 
as a dry and unhealthy root; and every^ imagi* 
natibn *' did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted." When his disciples took 
their last view of him on the cross, they little 
thought, in that Ifour df trouble and seemkif 
destitution, that he was stretching out ''his 
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bratic)M» Qnto the sea, and bis boughs iiatb ih6 
river;" aikl wheu tbey laid his body in the 
new-made tdmb, they had not the faith to per-* 
ceive that they were depositing the 66ed whidi; 
in three days, would rise up a plant of renown; 
the brightness of bis Father's glory, and the 
express ifnage of his person, the most worthy 
of ttdmira^ton in all the garden of Qod. Hel 
Jk>ut*ished by virtue of hid godhead; and this 
he bad, as theonly-begotteii Son, in the bosom 
of the Father. ** In km was lifs : " it sprung 
from his essential and everlasting attribates^ 
and hence the evangelist rightly determined,^ 
that '' this life was the light of men/' We 
should have had no spiritual discernment, but 
from that light — and no spiritual powef, but 
irom that life.^ 

We see in the text, hdw it happened that the 
jxKSterity di Joseph so multiplied in the land« 
** He was afruitfol bough by a well/' Tbci 
well-spring poured in its nourishment to thci 
root, and all the branches partook of it. This 19 
our case, if we are thriving and alive unto God ; 
if we are carrying his love in our hearts, and 
his name on our foreheads : '' not unto ufe," but 
mito the well of lividg water, be the praise and 
honour. There Was a tiule when . mati was &xr^ 
bidden to put forth his hand ind take of the 
pflife; and/'lmt he should eat of it, and 
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live. for ever, the Lord Qod placed: a oherabioi 
with a flaming sword, that tura^ eiery wRyfi" 
he made a waste, of the garden of >£dw» ra^d 
{Vdrove out the man/' But grace hap pp(^ef^4^ 
ymj that sin had made impaj^^aJ)!^ , an^it^hjis 
broken down the partition wall that. ^a«»|^fip 
by justice. Then the command was^ /'depart, 
thou cursed ; " ^Km; the command is suokvin.the 
most .precious invitation, ''Ho! eiseryone.that 
thii:stethy come ye to the waters I " . Heptvieft is 
the paradise that is* freish planted for the. he- 
ii^evcr; there is no sword at the gatea of it; he 
mhy enter in and dwell there, and '' God him- 
self shall be with him> and he. his Grod." ' 

Secondb/. Joseph .becomes the- type of 
Christ in the. dark and difficult path whk^he 
had to travel: his Egyptian glory was tjo^fre 
preceded by many storms. '' The ai^hf^'s 
have sorely grieved him, and shot at biiii, mid 
hated him." His sorrows came not .from^<the 
hands of strangers ; they were his brethren^ his 
companions, who formed themselves. in1)0.:a 
band of archers; the affections. of /natures wene 
overthrown by the spirit of. hatred ;h^.stp0fl 
before, them like a city set upon >^ hiU^ aadthey 
shot their arrows again/st him, .e^^Uv^itt^ 
words. Oh! is not Christ portrayed with 
wonderful distinctness in these . e^px^eSmisht 
H§. did. not come into a. region: of ^siUrfrngeF^^ ; - hi^ 
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visit was' to a world that he had himself cre- 
ated ; ^ He came unto his own, but his own re- 
' ceived him not ; *' he appeared '* in righteous- 
liess mighty to save/' but the archers com- 
passed him about to take away his life ; and, 
strange to say, his love was the stirring cause 
of all their hatred. He emptied himself of that 
majesty which belonged to him as very God, 
and ** the word was made flesh." This was the 
wise and appointed way of salvation ; but the 
world knew it not; it was a hidden wisdom, 
and hence their surprise and contempt : '' Is not 
this the carpenter's son ? the brother of Simon 
and loses ? and his sisters^ are they not with 
us?-"* He shone too brightly as the Sun of 
righteousness, and ** they loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil.^ He 
shook the conscience with too much power; 
his trumpet startled them from their slumber, 
and they would fain have been left in quiet pos- 
session of their false peace. He proposed him- 
self as a king to reign spiritually in their 
hearts ; but their carnal minds required a car- 
nal king ; and because he would not at that 
time restore the kingdom to Israel, they gave 
the rein to their rebellious passions, with this 
protestation, *' We will not have this man to 
reign over us." And here they acted with a 
due consistency to their characters, as children 

L 
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of this world. They hated the law which he 
would have written within them. The law was 
spiritual, and they were sold under sin, and 
therefore to have had it constantly before theitt 
eyesj :as a rule of practice, would have been a 
budfthen they 6ould ill have enduredv They 
bated the cross, which became a stumbling'- 
block to them, and took shelter under the cove- 
nant of works ; and it keeps its place evdn to 
this day, the same hindrance that it fever was 
to 'the possession of that simplicity of faiths 
without which 'Mt is impossible to please 
God.^^ They hated the purity of Christ's 
teaching, and as the only means to stop th^ 
effects of it, and to keep up the reputation of 
their oWn traditions, they accused him to the 
high priest, and forced him to give a warrant 
that he should die ; and so it came to pass that 
the Lamb was led to the slaughter, and there 
drank the cup that was offered him ; and 
now the murderers began to say, ^* Peaoe> 
peace,'' for they had heard his last cry of dis- 
tress, they had seen him in his grave-clothesv 
they had made " the sepulchre sure, sealing a 
stone, and setting a watch." Thus Joseph was 
sent down a bondman and an exile into Egypt, 
and God!s beloved into the chambers of death. 
But this way, instead of bringing them to rqia 
atid. destruction, was one that brought the son 
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of Jacob to a palace, and led to the victory of 
Christ Jesus over all the powers of darkness. 
** His bow abode in strength, and the arms of 
his hands were made strong by the hands of the 
mighty God of Jacob/' The bow of Joseph 
had no more power, considered in itself, than 
any other bow; but as soon as the Lord wa* 
pleased to string it, it abode in strength. The 
hands of Joseph were naturally as helpless as 
those of another man, but they were madd 
strong by the covenant God of Jacob. The 
promise had been given to Abraham, to Isaac^ 
and to Jacob, that their seed should be estab*^ 
Itshed before him ; and therefore^ as it regarded 
this child of his adoption, he said, ''My cove^ 
nant will I not breaks nor alter the thing that has 
gone out of my lips." He brought all his ene- 
mies to confusion, so that ** the strong became 
as tow, and the maker of it as a spark." Was 
it not thus that Jesus dealt with the dark spi- 
rits of helU that would have marred^ had it 
been possible, the whole scheme of redemp- 
tion ? The devil tried him in the valley and 
on the mountain. He varied the price at which 
he would have bought over the Cclptain of our 
salvation, from a mouthful of bread, td all th^ 
kingdoms of the earth and the glory of them; 
One act of tveakness or of ikithlessness would 
have fixed the tremendous curse of God's 

l2 
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yirrath upon man for ever;. one thought givj^ to 
the arch enemy of heaven, would have «hut U3 
out from the joys that are at God's right hajod, 
^d Christ would never have earned for hiip^lif 
jt;h^ name of the Lord our righteousness. , t{^ 
^^been np more than man, his humanity, liHp 
jpprst would have been beaten into the diirsMi by 
tt\in flood of temptation that rolled over him j 
hf^ he been less than be was, , ** God. in 
Christ," he could not have been manifested tp 
destroy the works of the devil ; for nathing short 
pf Deity can set bounds tp the domiuipn of sin, 
igind confine it to its own'J)lape. , The. bow.pf 
^esiis began to be felt as soon aa ever the r^ign 
pf wickedness gave him an occasion to nse it. 
He has been conquering men's hearts ev^r since 
that storm of trouble fell, which ^wither^d th? 
ftfst beauties of Paradise. , The . everlasting 
;8tr^gth of that'bow bruise^ the .he;a4,of th^ 
^erpent; and whilst he employed- it ip sweepr 
ing away his enemies from the.earth, he plapgd 
another in the heavens as the signal of his.vicr 
tpries, and as a token of his mercy. This is th^ 
'^rainbow that is set round about his throne, ia 
aigM like unto an emerald ; " the one ftbj4iss in 
power, that it may carry God's pnrpwes i^tp 
f fff^t, and the other will abide, until a^l th^ 
heirs of life shall be brought within thie cqv^ 
^^liktx>( mercy, a pledge both of the faithf4:ilii9;i$ 
and veracity of God. 
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And now, in referring "you once more tof the 
text, yoti will observe, that the patriarch hav- 
ing dwelt upon the prosperous career and ex- 
-^hed condition of his beloved Joseph, seems t6 
rejoice in remembering the consequenees &iiit 
had resulted from them : " Frona thencfe'i^" thfe 
shepherd and stone of Israel." Wonderfilft 
was the leading of God in this matter. * Tlife 
ftimine of Canaan drove the sons of Jacob mto 
Egypt ; there was but one key to all the stoi-ci'- 
houses of corn, and none but the ruler of 'th6 
land hid power to open them; they were as 
i^eep without pasture^ and when they were 
ready td^ perish, their brother, whoni they had 
exiled and trafficked away for money as ^U 
bondihan/ fotind them a fold, aud tended. itiA 
fed them as a shepherd.' And surely it is soihi 
griev'ous necessity, some want, that cannot be 
supplied but of our own stores, that sends us'to 
that other ** kingdom which is not of this 
world:" nothing but distress will carry us eiit 
of the desert of nature. Is it famine? the fruits 
of righteousness are with the Lord of the vine^ 
ykrd. Is It disease? the balm is in Gilead, 
ahd the Physician of souls is there. When' the 
lost ones of ^ the flock come back from their 
wanderings, and resign the service of other'lord^ 
and other masters, they find a Shepherd' iti 
theHbly One of God'; he leads them bcside^he 
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waters of comfort, and they lack nothing. And 
how are those souls ' to be described, to whom 
he dispenses his pure and incorruptible food ? 

First, they must be rieduced to a state of 
dependance; there never was a saint who 
arrived at glory tlirough any other gate than 
this. Not that a dependent man is of necessity 
to be a poor one. The heart may be in poverty 
when the eye sees no traces of it without. A 
destitute body is indeed often found to be the 
forerunner of a contrite and penitential soul. 
Ood suffers it to be stripped, that the thoughts 
may be awakened from a sense of temporal desti^* 
tution to the nakedness that is within. He throws 
it into an extremity of exhaustion^ that the soul 
may catch some idea of its state of weakness. 
Often it appears to be alive when it' is dead : 
many things there are that tend to give it an 
artificial vigour, and whilst these opiates are 
poured in upon it, Christ is an undervalued 
Saviour. Take them away, and his beauty and 
excellency, and precious righteousness, press in 
like the light of the morning, and Jesus, the glory 
of Zion, becomes the ^lory of the sinner's souK 

Again ; they whom the Shepherd feedi»> 
must be supplicants. He does, indeed, know 
what we have need of before we ask him ; but 
prayer is of his own appointment, and it is 
through this medium that he is pleased to cor- 
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respond with man. Whee the inoen^o is 
upon the altar, he sends down fire to eowuine 
it. The mppUcations of a people we the first 
fruits of their dependance ; every appeal that 
they make to God, is a most convincing testi- 
mony that they believe him to be over all, the 
first and the last, '' God blessed for ever/' In 
this way Manoah pleaded, he believed in him 
as a willing Grod, when he entreated the Lord, 
and said, '^ Oh ! my Lord, let the man of God^ 
which thou didst send, come again unto us ; and 
God hearkened unto the voice of Manoah." And 
thus the sons of Reuben were helped. Whea 
they fought against the Hagarites, and all the 
host of them were delivered into their handS| 
they felt Uiat omnipotence was above them, and 
therefore they cried unto God in the battle, and 
he was entreated for them, " because they put 
their trust in bim«" And so, my brethren, in 
every thing by prayer and supplications, with 
thanksgiving, must our requests be made known 
unto God. The gracious revelations of himsielf 
that he has from time to time manifested, have 
been ^assuredly with the double view of showing 
what love is, when the principle of it is in full 
and. perfect operation, and of inviting us to look 
unto him, and cast our care upon him, wbp 30 
unwearriedly careth for us. . 
But^ iBi^ljfs the S^pherd's flock is iQvxm^oi\\\f^ 



btfetk0ta^- With respect to the things Ihdt pepitib 
id.lfae osing, he seems to soatter tiiem^ withotit 
aayimanifest dietiiictien) amongst the e?tl^ndithfe' 
goo(l» so that the wicked may be seea flourish^ 
iagrl&e a green palm-tree, and the righteotus 
lajringtit to heart. The same sua that 'ripens 
thAMwei ibriagd up the briar, and the same dew 
that ;£K0iis ike full ear of corn, nourishes the 
taivesi alito; But widely different is the case 
when he brings in his elect from the four winds 
t0. ; fill . the ererlastiog mansions ; ' the distribu" 
ttim. he then makes is exclusively of spiritual 
g^ftfii^ and these he portions out aecocding to 
*^ the g)Md {Measure of his wilL^ Do you. im- 
pugn his Justice because ail fads vessels areinot 
of 'gold, jor his mercy ^ because, \in his choice- of 
subjects for hi& eternal. kiagdom^ he. id govern- 
ed, by his own wisdom instead of youars? Re« 
member Joseph, how he took and sent mesees 
uxrto his brethren, bat Benjamin^s meia was 
five; times so much as any of theirs; the. men 
marvelled one at another, but they ^ake not a 
word.. My friends, instead of oppnessing the 
mind with such speculative considerations, see 
rather whether there is any ground fot .youi^* 
being acknowledged as brethren at all 4 You 
have no title to be called a brother by virtue cif 
your natural birth. Your first iM^eathings w.eve 
tbobe of ioo alien and a stmngen '' Excepts a 
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man be. born again/' he is not a fit aaisociate fov^ 
the. brethren of the Lord; neither will he drlnki 
of. the ihiit. of the vine vfith them in their Fan; 
ther'aJdmgdom. 

In oonelusion^ the type of Jesus in the teictis^ 
called '^tbe atone of Israel" — a stone for itsi 
durability and strength; and this is one of thft; 
expressive names by which Christ, the strength' 
of Israel^ i» known. ** Behold, I lay in Zion, lor • 
a foundation^a stone^a tried stone, a precious cor-* 
ner-stcHie." He is described by one evangelist as' 
the stone which the builders refused, but whic^ 
is become the head stone of the comer : and iv 
is said byafaother, that ^' whosoever shall fall 
upon this stcHie shall be broken, but on whom- 
soever it shall fall, it will grind him to pow^ 
den" What an emphasis there is in these 
words! — ^a contrite heart that this stone has 
brok^i ! a rekeiSous heart that it will reduce to 
misery I a submissive saint that has bee& 
wounded to conviction! a hardened sinner that 
would not part with his flinty nature even in 
death i The name is in harmony with all that 
we know of Christ. Where is there such a 
Saviour in the day of grace ? Who ever so 
loved his enemies as to ransom their lives at 
the expense of his own? Rather than man 
shcrald be a subject of hell, he put himself in 
chains, and yielded himself a prisoner to "dM ' 
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gnave. But though he has now all the kwe and 
tenderness of the Lamb of God, you will not 
find him so in the day of vengeance, A& the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, he will repay^ and 
every enemy will learn that the blood of Jes^is 
is too holy a thing to be trodden under foot in 
vain. 

But I am loath to speak to you, beloved, as to 
the enemies of Christ ; I cannot bear the con* 
templation of such a scene^ for any bearer of 
mine, as that which will be unfolded at the 
last, for all the despisers of his words. Go on> 
believes ! continue to be fruitful boughs, and to 
mature your fruit for eternity. Go on! until 
you shall be taken up with roots that shall 
never decay, and with branches that shall 
never wither. You love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the ministers of Christ for his sake. You 
care not for the vessel for its own sake, but be- 
cause it is appointed of God to declare the ex- 
cellency of his dear Son. The glory of the 
Bridegroom needs not the eloquence of words to 
give it distinction. It will be known, it will be 
felt, it will be communicated; it has been 
already sent forth, like the light, to pierce the 
darkness of heathen lands ; it has travelled from 
heart to heart, and, blessed be the God of all 
grace, it has not passed by yours. This mani- 
festation of glory is a declaration of his love. 
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And why should we not all be partakers of this 
rich and ever-flowing love ? There is no hind- 
rance but sin. You may have been a part of 
that company of archers who sorely grieved 
him^ and shot at him, and hated him ; but seek 
ye his face, and the clouds will depart, and you 
will not discover a frown upon it. Lift up your 
hearts, and they will be made strong by the 
mighty God of Jacob. Follow him as a shep- 
herd, and build upon him as an immoveable 
stone ; and a glorious temple will be raised out 
of it, and your life, even a holy and spiritua 
Hfe, will be '' hid with Christ in God/' 
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SERMON X. 

CHRIST THE INSTRUCTOR OF KINGS. 

1 Samuel xy. 26. 

AnA' Samuel said unto Saul, I will not returh 
hvitk thee, for thou hast rejected the word of the 
Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee from bi- 
ing king over Israel. 

What a difference is there between tfee opinion 
man forms of man, and the jtidgment that Is 
formed of him by God ! Ther degree of regard 
that one child ofthe world obtains from another^ 
depends upon the degree of rank that he fao{ds> 
on the extent of land that he 6an call his o^ii^ 
or on the superior intelligence of his mind; but 
all these acquired distinctions weigh not a:f&a^ 
ther in the sight of heaven, ^* There is Ho rts^tii 
of persons with God." Sin, whether it be thfe 
act of a man in rags, or in rich clothing, whetbei* 
it be committed by the occupier of a cotta^ 
or a palace, is equally offensive to tbe purity of 
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the Lord ; he does not pass by the king, and 
reckon with the peasant, but because he finds 
guilt upon both of them he applies the same 
corrective rod, and both are chastened by it. 
Nay, he has a right to look for a brighter exam- 
ple from those whose stations are the highest ; 
and instead of escaping the penalty upon that 
ground, they will be as surely visited, as the 
hills and mountains of the earth were, when he 
laid the old world in ruin. 

We have an illustration of this truth in the 
proceedings of God, that are here made mention 
of in detail. His command to Saul was^ '' Go 
and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that 
they have, and spare them not, but slay both 
man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and 
ilfbeepi camel and ass : and Saul smote the Ama- 
lekites, but he spared Agag^ the king, and tbe 
best of the sheep^ and of the oxen, and of the 
fipitlingP'^ and the lambs» and all that was good, 
and woold not utterly destroy them. Then 
qame the word of the Lord to Samuel, sayings 
it repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be 
kii|g» fpr he is . turned back from following me, 
fipd batb not preferred my commandmente. 
4nd Sainuel came to Saul, and Saul said unto 
k\m, blessed be thou of the Lord ! I have per^ 
£^ppied the coounandment of tbe Lord ; and 
^apiuel ^\ip what meaneth then this bleating 
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qf the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the 
oxen which I hear ? And Saul said, they have 
brought them from the Apialekites, for the peo- 
ple spared of the best of the sheep and of tbe^ 
oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God. And 
Samuel said, hath the Lord as great delight in 
burnt'oflferings and sacrifices, as in obeying the 
voice of the Lord ? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken^ than the iat of 
rams ; and Saul said, I have sinned, now 
therefore I pray thee pardon my sin, and turn 
again with me, that I may worship the Lord." 
The reply of the prophet is conveyed to us in 
the words of the text. "And Samuel said 
unto Saul, I will not return with thee, for thou 
hast rejected the word of the Lord, and thef 
Lord hath rejected thee from being king over 
Israel." 

In opening this sentence, I mxx&t, Jirst, consi- 
der what the expression means, of rejecting 
God's word j secondly^ what are the peculiar 
blessings that are lost to us by such an act : and 
thirdly, how for the answer of Samuel, under 
the old dispensation, agrees with that of Christ's 
ministers under the new. May God^s assisting 
grace be with me, and his enlightening grace with 
yow, my brethren ! May the seed I shall now 
sow, fall into good ground, that so my preach- 
ing may, on the one hand, give TT^e fresh cause foi^ 
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glorying in the Lord, and your serious attention, 
opt the other, be an evidence to yourselves that 
ypu have a real thirst after spiritual and eternal 
things. 

TJo all who have ever heard the voice of the 
i49rd, to. all who hold in their keeping his writ* 
ten word, it must surely be a business of infinite 
moment, to inquire, in what spirit they first re* 
qeivicd it, and after what manner they have since 
^wbraced its truths* We may possess the Bible> 
we m^y be scriptural readers, and perish with the 
gospel in our very hands ; we may be disputers 
upon Cj^rtaiu points, of it, and perish with the 
word of controversy on our lips ; we may even 
be full of zeal to maintain the religion of our 
fathers, and whil^ the torrent is sweeping on^ 
and our hearts are rejoicing in it, as a token oC 
our Christianity, we may perish. The rejection 
of that word, which the apostle calls the 
g03pel of peace, and the glad tidings of good 
things, is such a sin, that it cannot be contem-* 
plated without horror ; it is nothing less than 
the rejection of God himself. What is his 
WQ.rd but his will ? It is a system of commands, 
every one of which bears upon our happiness, 
a/nd is essential to it ; and if a single principle 
of that system, were displaced, or a single tittle 
of it omitted, it would lose all the character of 
l^i^ftuty a^d perfection that it hias. 
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Again: the word of God is an exhibition of his 
love for roan, and to view it in any other light than 
this, to set it before our own minds as merely an 
exhibition of his glory, or of his power, is to throw 
into darkness oneof the loveliestof his attributes. 
I am, however, considering the text too gene- 
ntlly> perhaps, for individual application ; I shall 
therefore descend to particulars, and show you 
more definitively the nature of that sin, which, 
if persisted in, will destroy body and soul, and 
drive both into hell. My brethren, it is by no 
means uncommon in our day, it has kept its 
place in the catalogue of transgressions^ ever 
since the king of Israel was reproved for it ; and 
although it does not probably appear in so 
daring and rebellious a form, as . it did when 
Saul was the doer of it, yet who will say that 
the kings and princes of this generation know 
nothing of it ? must not we rather confess^ that 
its course was never wider and deeper in the 
world, that it never ran from city to city, and 
from village to village, with more speed than it 
does now ; that it is in truth one of the bosom sim 
that has infused itself into every class of society ? 
Yes, proof rises upon proof that it has won 
the affections of men, because it has been found 
to favour their worldly ease, and to support 
them in their worldly desires. It may lie in 
the heart unnoticed, as in the case of Saul, until 
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some circumstance, connected with the peculiar 
temper of our minds, draws it out. The com- 
mand of the Lord was, ** Smite Amalek and 
utterly destroy him/* We might suppose this 
had been too simple to admit of evasion, and yet 
the father of lies persuaded the king's hearty 
not only that he might spare the best of the 
sheep, and of the oxen, but that God would be 
honoured in the breach of it. Spare the cattle, 
would be the whispering of this deceiver ; they 
will be at hand, to sacrifice unto the Lord in 
Gilgal. We then, my friends^ rgect the word 
of the Lord, whenever we act upon the delusive 
principle of believing a prophet, though he wear 
sheep's clothings who speaks any other lan- 
guage than that of Scripture, or crediting any 
report, that would oppose itself to the clear, 
plain, and express declarations of God. Saul 
pacified his conscience, but how ? by an act of 
wilful disobedience ? No, Christians ! this would 
have been impossible ; the subtlety of Satan 
himself would be incapable of bringing him to 
such a belief as this ; but a lying imagination told 
him that that sort of A/7{^ compliance, that 
divided allegiance which satisfied his own 
mind, would satisfy God. And this is too 
apt to be our own reasoning, when some pre- 
cept of the Bible, some divine command, that 
runs counter to our affections, calls upon 

M 
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n^ to fall in with it. How often bare we 
dealt thus, with some of the plainest passages 
of the Bible, wresting them with all the mad^ 
ness of men that are determined np6n their 
destruction! You know there are many of these, 
from th6 way they disturb the conscience, that 
provoke your secret displeasure, whenever the 
preacher ofiifers them for meditation: I could 
inlrtance several. '^ Love not the world, neither 
the things of the world" — '* Gome out itom 
among them, and be separate" — " Eight tkt 
good fight of faith" — " Look unto Jesus." In 
all the expressions I have here quoted^ it is 
implied that the doer of these things is to differ 
from other men, that he bas a higher character 
to sustain, and that as an heir of life and im^* 
mortality, he should walk worthy the vocation 
to which he is called, denying^// ungodliness, 
*' and living soberly and righteously in. this peey 
sent world." But is this the conduct of the 
larger number of those who claim to be Chris'- 
tians, on the ground of an outward Ghristiamty^ 
and heirs of God in virtue of the baptismal 
covenant ? If theit hearts were to be searched, 
and there is no other clear mode of determining 
the question, it would not av»l them to say in 
the words of Saul, '' I have performed the com^ 
mandtnent of the Lord." There are witnesses 
within tiiat direotly deny it : '' Whatmeaneth 
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tben the bleating of the sheep in mine ears, aad 
the lowing of the oxen which I hear V or, to 
speak plainly, what meaneth, sinner J Uiese 
vBin thoughts and evil tempers that I see, and 
this tumult of passions that I hear ? instead of 
being crucified to the world, and dead to all its 
iDeumbraiBces ; instead of dtterly slaying these 
enemies of God, thou hast spared those wbi6h it 
might cost thee a struggle to part with, the 
most loved of thy bosom compaaions, which 
bavei gone With thee through life, and are still 
as dear as a right hand or a right eye; alasi 
how many a heart here ptesent would be eon* 
strained to bear this testimony against itself, 
that is now dreaming of a glorious and everlast* 
tog salvation^ whieh it has never embraced. 

In mentioning tfsat all-imptirtant word, saha- 
tion'y I Ml reminded of the second branch of my 
text, which was to set forth the peculiati^. bless* 
ings that Will be lost to us by rejecting God's 
mord« Our first loss will be a throne, a king* 
dam. These' were provided for Saul as a ppn 
tion for the present life^ when he was but a 
Benjamite, one of the BmaHest of the tribes of 
Israd, and bis femiily the leaet of the families 
of the tribe of Benjamin. But a^throne more 
eatalted ihisxL bis, and a kingdom that hath 
ibirndations, are well secured to God's beiiev- 
ing people, by $i sure covenant that ^nnot be 
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broken. Here their high birth, and high privi-^ 
leges are unknown; and, because they are un- 
known, they are little accounted of; but every 
saint in heaven is a king and a priest, and as long 
as Christ, their head, reigns in Zion, shall they 
sit down as the partakers of his throne, and reign 
for ever and ever. And when was the purchase 
of these gifts made for us ? Even at a time 
when the hearts of men were exalting them* 
selves against the knowledge of God; when 
iniquity was exercising universal dominion^ 
and all the families of the earth for their mis- 
doings were the least of the creation of God. 
We have an inherent propensity to forget a 
truth of this kind * it forces us, even against 
ourselves, to know that dust we were, and unto 
dust we shall return. It is not until we have 
been hurled from some pinnacle where we^ like 
Saul, have stood, and assailed God with our 
provocations, that we know what he is in his 
strength, and what we are in our weakness. In 
rejecting the word of the Lord, we actually re- 
ject his very throne and kingdom. We do not 
indeed cast them from us as poor unprofitable 
blessings ; for who could argue thus, that had 
ever read or heard what an *enterprize was 
undertaken by Jesus to obtain them ? how he 
took the field alone in our unequal combat with 
Satan, and fought, and triumphed? and how 
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he gave up his heart's blood for the souls of 
men ? But we do it effectually, when we quar* 
rel with the only method by which they can be 
made over to us ; when we advance this or that 
plea as a set-off against our rebellion. But let 
them carry what plausibility they may, we can 
answer them all with the. same scripture ;. the 
same forcible truth with which Samuel silenced 
the king, ** Behold, to obey is better than 
saerifice ; and to hearken, than the fat of rams." 
Again ; in rejecting the revealed word, we not 
only throw doubts upon the veracity of Grod, 
but we . reject Christ. Whatever has been 
spoken to us by prophets and evangelists, 
whatever has been written in the holy record 
which is called the Bible, is a part of the 
blessed gospel of Christ. All revelation has 
the same authority. Was the word uttered 
before the manifestation of the Son? it is no 
matter ; ** Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth." The 
rejection, then, of any portion of his word, 
whether in the Old Testament or the New, in- 
volves the loss of Christ ; — '* He that denies me 
before men, him will I deny before my Father 
which is in heaven." If we cannot trust him 
as a Saviour on earth, is it to be believed that 
we should rejoice in him as a king in hii^ glory ? 
If we cannot find freedom in his sei*vice with a 
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yoke so easy and a harden so light, we sbouidi 
certainly be as far as ever frcmi hc&ppiness, 
were we to he Ushered into his immediate pre^ 
ience above ; for though the lig^t of the Lamb 
doei^ indeed oommunioate a fulness of joy^ it is 
only to the souls that are Jiis, to the melted 
hearts, that have done with sin and are set upon 
righteousness. Lastly, the los& of Christ is the 
loss of every promised bldssing ; the loiss of 
hiercy, of pardon, of peace, of love: for when 
the fountain rs shut up, every stream ceases to 
flow, the beauty of the whole Is^dacape has 
disappeared, the valleys are parched, and the 
herbs of the field wither. 

The distinction and glory of SaAiUs house 
departed with his sceptre. And what is all the 
glory of man, when the arm that gives him his 
power is withdrawn, and the breath of the 
Spirit that gives life is not poured out npon 
him ? What is his might, his widdom, his 
strength ? Why, all the time his life is running 
out, it is thie glory of a lifeless. corpse, dead in 
trespasses and sins. And if there be any glory 
in a restless, miserable immortality, he may 
make his boast in it, for it wifU be Ai^ through 
the never-ending night of eternity. But^ ia 
eonclusion, I am to consider the answer of 
Samuel, how far, as spoken under the old dis- 
pensation, it agrees with that of Christ's minis- 
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ten under the new. Saul's earn€;3t desire to 
the prD{^et uras, '' Return with me/' and his 
immediate replj was, ' ' / wM not return.'' This 
savours of severity, of sternness ; but we must 
remember that man was then under a stem 
schoolmaster, the covenant of works. ^The 
ine; came by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ." That was an age of shadows, 
which veiled, as it were, the tenderness apd 
compassion of God; and if one of heavens 
bright beams did occasionally make its way 
through them, as we know it did when Isaiah 
sung of the Messiah's birth, and Zechariah of 
his kingly triumph, so widely spread were they 
over nations and families, that '* the darkness 
comprehended it not.^ But where are the 
shadows now, my brethren ? where the thick 
clouds that hung over the earthy and formed ai^i 
almost impenetrable barrier between the Sa* 
viour and the sinner ? they are past, and the 
beams are clear; they are gone, not one of 
them remains; aad they have left us in full 
possession of the beauty of the gospel day. 
What no eye could discover then, it can gaze 
upon with wonder ttow-^the finished salva;tion 
of Christ Jesus* He is come, and it is his 
day Off power. He is re-a^cend^d again, and 
behold, it is his day of grafe. Her^^ th^9^ is. a 
reason wliy the ambassador of Christ,^ this giver 
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of a?l grace, why he dare not discourage even 
thei rebellious, even those who have been the 
ttiost alienated from the life of God, whenever 
he hears a single cry for mercy. The way to 
our Father's mercy-seat is as free for the debtor 
of ten thousand talents, as for him who owes 
but one. To this end we were appointed^ that 
we should hold up a dying Saviour before the 
eyes of despairing sinners, and send them on 
their way with the only consolation that can 
give ease to a bleeding spirit. '' This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all men to be re^^ 
ceived, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sihners." It is, indeed, a surprising 
thing, but it is a truth that has the testimony 
of thousands now dwelling upon the earth, and 
of thousands of thousands once perhaps as vile 
as we are, but now made white in the fountain 
of the incarnate Lamb, and rejoicing in the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. Have 
any of you, dearly beloved, been hitherto re- 
ceiving in vain, after the manner of the king of 
Israel, the Lord's word ? Your sin has been 
great, your rebellion like witchcraft, committed 
against light and knowledge ; and yet if you 
will but return from your backslidings, and set 
your seals to the record that God has given of 
his Son, you shall not perish. I bring before 
you the royal standard of heaven. O gather 
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yourselves round it^ aud peace with a reconciled 
God shall be proclaimed to you. Gome, and 
you shall have a full discharge of all the debt 
that is due to divine justice. At that very cro^s 
where sin and Satan met their overthrow, at 
the hand of Jesus it shall be cancelled. Oh I 
that I could hear this day the cry of penitence 
from some contrite heart : — ** Woe is me that I 
have dwelt so long in Mesech, and sojourned 
so long in tents of Kedar!" Oh! that I^ the 
Lord's servant, were addressed in such words 
as those that Saul once uttered : '^ I have trans*- 
gressed the commandment, now therefore I prajn 
thee return with me, that I may worship tb^ 
Lord :*' my answer should be, " I will return ;" 
for the Lord is long-suffering and merciful, and 
will abundantly pardon. Gome with a renun- 
ciation of your own righteousness ! come in 
faith, with a firm dependence upon sovereign 
grace! and thou shalt hear no more of thine 
iniquities, and thou shalt see the salvation of 
God. 
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SERMON XI. 

CHRIST THE RISEN SAVIOUR. 
LuK£ XXXV. part of the 5th verge. 

Why seek ye the living among the dead J 

The heart of man is so apt to be led away by 
the feeUogB of .bus nature^ and his ways are 
usually so unlike those that lead to true wisdom^ 
that he requires to be continually reminded of 
what he is doing, by close, serious, and search- 
ing questions. Thus when *' the sons pf Eli 
bad become, through transgression, the sons of 
Belial, and knew not the Lord, and the report 
of their evil dealings with all Israel had reached 
the ears of Eli," he lifted up his warning voice 
and said unto them, '' Why do ye such things ? 
Why make ye the Lord's people to transgress ?'* 
And thus God, in speaking to the cities of 
Judah^ tenderly reproves their backwardness to 
trust in him, their want of assurance in his pro- 
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mises : " Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and 
speakest, O Israel, my way is bid from the 
Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my 
God ; hast thou not known, hast tiiou not heard, 
that the everlasting God fainteth not, neither is 
weary ?" And so Paul reasoned with the idola- 
ters at Lystra, who, because he had wrought a 
miracle upon a cripple that had never walked, 
would have worshipped him as a god ; which 
when the apostle heard of, be rent his clothes 
and ran in among the people, crying out and 
saying, ** Sirs ! why do ye these things ? we 
also are men of like passions with you, and 
preach unto you that ye should turn from these 
vanities unto the living God which made' hea^ 
ven and earth and the sea and all things that 
are therein." These questions do, indeed, so 
far differ from that proposed by the angel in the 
text, that whilst they refer altogether to the wick- 
edness of the heart, the other must be referred to 
the blindness of the understanding. But every one 
of them was proposed with a view to the same 
result'^-that the mind might be induced to ex^ 
amine its motives, and the heart to commune 
with itself. 8 elf- examination is not less ne^ 
cessary for the ignorant and unwise, than for 
the impious and profane ; for the disciple whb 
has acknowledged Christ as<his Lord, than for 
the high-minded who think that they can as- 
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cend into God*s holy hill without him. There 
was an honest sincerity, a feeling of love, about 
those who were seen at the break of day hasten- 
ing to the sepulchre of the dead, but they were 
not spirittmlh/ instructed concerning him of 
whom they were in search. It was not the 
business of the angel to do this ; he only re- 
minded them that they were not in the way of 
finding Jesus: ** Why seek ye the living among 
the dead ?" Now, my brethren, this passage 
may surely be made applicable to some of the 
multitude of seekers that abound in the Chris- 
tian world. I look upon this earth as a vast 
sepulchre, and very many of those who dwell 
in it exhausting their strength and labour among 
the dead. The truth may be proved by show- 
ing, in the^r*^ place, the sort of work in which 
mankind are occupied ; and, secondly, by speci- 
fyihg the causes which keep up the delusion. 

It is truly a most awful consideration^ that 
an innumerable number of those rational beings 
that buy and sell, and plant and build, some of 
whom aire rich enough to entertain kings, and 
learned enough to sit at the helm of a nation, 
will be thrust out from the kingdom of God : 
*^ they seek to enter in, but shall not be able." 
You would shudder with horror were you to see 
ey^m. single madman cast himself down head- 
long from some precipitous mountain ; but here 
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are whole congregations, villages, cities of mad- 
men, as determinately bent upon their ruin, 
and hardly a voice is heard to say. What doest 
thou ? Let the watchman cry out from the 
watch-tower, the sound of the trumpet diea 
away upon the ear ; let the ministers of the 
temple strive to persuade them by the mercies 
of God, like the deaf adder, they refuse to 
hearken ; like the uncontroulable waves, thay. 
press on in rapid succession ; they pass, and 
the eye loses them in the mighty ocean. Oh ! my. 
friends, I am npt representing a fiction, to work 
upon your feelings; your own eyes may be-i 
hold it as an every day reality. I would have you 
see it, that you may not be swept away by the 
torrent; I would have you feel it, so that ceas- 
ing to have any con&dence in the flesh, you may 
look unto God and be saved. Let us see what 
testimony can be collected out of the actions of 
men to verify what I have now said. And 
Jirst^ as to salvation^ every sabbath-hearer, and 
almost every sabbath-breaker, is encouraged 
by the father of lies to believe that he is seek- 
ing it. Let us take the most favourable spe- 
cimen of unprofitable seekers, the amiable 
moralist. His comforters, the pillars of his 
house, the supporters of his hope> are the work9 
of the law ; he thanks God that he can lay his 
bead upon a pillow of down with a conscience 
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void af offence; he knows not what it is to 
walk with the profligate, to be the slayer, or 
the defrauder of his fellow man ; he is an acco- 
rate calculator of the gross sins that he has 
never committed, but very inaccurate in his 
recollection of those which, though they be not 
accounted of by the world, are yet deadly enough 
to carry him down into hell; he can boldly de^ 
dare what he is not, but he does all in his 
power to conceal from himself what manner of 
man he is. Is salvation to be found in such a 
loose, defective system as this? Alas! he is 
aiming to do what never man did — ^to extract a 
savour of life out of corruption, a cemfortable 
hope out of a sepulchre of dry bones; he is 
** seeking the living among the dead/' Whilst 
Paul was in the house of bondage, he tried this 
way; be put his trust in Gamaliel, when he 
should have been studying the science of Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. Instead of looking 
with .simplicity to the righteousness which is of 
faith ; after the straitest sect of his religion, he 
lived a pharisee. He did, indeed, make clean 
the outside of the cup and of the platter, and fer 
this he had his reward ; for he stood so high in 
the opinion of high-priests and elders, that they 
made him a persecutor of the flock of Jes«ts ; 
but as to his heart, that was overrun with the 
foulest weeds of bitterness and enmity ; it was 
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the seat of every wild passion ; the Lord had 
never rigen ifjpon it with healing in his wingd. 
And was it in such fruits as these that he could 
find ^y thing pleasant to the taste ? Was it 
in this way he could lay hold on eternal life ? 
He tells you with his new tongue» and in his 
new song» that he counted it all as dung ; he 
was expecting light in the grave, he was seek-* 
ing the living amongst the dead* The young 
man. in the gospel had been uisring all diligence 
to get materials together for his house of sand ; 
but when he eitposed them to the eye of Christ 
for commendation^ how astonished was he to 
find that the main thing was wanting to make 
it an enduring house ; Christ himself^ as a 
oomer*8tone^.was to be added to it. This our 
Lord implies when he says, ''One thing thou 
lackest, sell all that thou hast and give to the 
poor» and comtfoUow mtP The Jew rested bis 
salvation upon his being one of the seed of 
Abraham, and the circumcision of the flesh : 
and the Oentile, with little less presumption^ 
ocmnects.it with baptism, the absence of certain 
iviices, or liie fancied fulfilment of certain duties. 
Ab ! this blessing will never be ours npon these 
terms* It has been already bought, dtartg 
bought, and the purchase has been made good, 
and the deed registered ; it stands now neither 
for barter nor for sale, but to be thankftilly re^ 
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ceived ; and they do so receive it, who believe 
that ** they are justified freely through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus." As long as 
you apply for it with money in your hands, you 
will be dismissed as the disciples were from 
the sepulchre, and sent empty away. 

But again, the words of the text may be in- 
structive, if we apply them to the peace Bixdjin/ 
that we are labouring to attain. Might we not 
justly imagine, that a race of men so busy, and 
unceasingly on the alert as ours, had the key of 
these valuable treasures, and that all their efforts 
were for no other end than to give their soul$ 
rest in the enjoyment of them. But when we 
draw near these seeking merchantmen, and 
follow them into the very field of jtheir pursuit, 
we discover thnt that is the last place where these 
pearls are to be obtained ; and when we come 
to sift out their meaning of peace and joy^ we 
find that the true peace, which, rightly under- 
stood, is of such transcendant value, dwindles 
down to a kind of morbid tranquillity ; and that 
holy joy, which the believer cherishes in his 
bosom as the sweetner of all his troubles, sinks 
into a sort of low satisfaction, which they who 
know none other suppose to be the sum and 
substance pf man's earthly happiness. , Think 
it not strange, my brethren, that it should be 
so : " Can men gather grapes of thorns, or figs 
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of thistles?" Are the living grafted upon the 
dead? Can the seat of tumult, of anxiety 
and care, be the seat of peace ? Can they oc- 
cupy the same dwelling-place ? Can heavenly 
joy spring oiit of the wells of pleasure? You 
feel these to be palpable contradictions. Is not 
this then a reason why these privileges are so 
rairely apprehended? why these fruits are so 
seldom partaken of? They are not sought for 
in their natural soil; we go into the wilderness 
for them, when they are only to be gathered in 
the vineyard of the Lord. We have not peace, 
because we will not look for it in its own pecu- 
liar element ; and we are not the possessors of 
joy, because we refuse to enter by faith into 
those high unseen regions where true joys are 
to be found. When the Spirit of the Lord de- 
parted from Saul, and he was troubled, his cry 
was for something to sooth him into forgetful- 
ness ; he sought a remedy, not in making his 
requests known unto God, but in melody from 
the harp of David ; and his ear listened as the 
psalmist played, and he rose up refreshed and 
excited, but as far as ever from possessing that 
peace which can live only in the believer's heart, 
The thoiight of Saul is the thought of multi- 
tudes, who think to put a stop to the flood of 
sorrow by put'ting a stop to reflection. If con- 
science will but be still and lay aside its sting, 
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they stay not to inquire whether their quiet is 
attributable to the healthy state of the souU or 
merely the effect of opiates. 

But, perhaps, the most valuable lesson that 
the text can teach us, is the right method 
of seeking Christ himself; a risen Saviour is 
only to be properly inquired after with a 
risen heart. There must be something like con- 
cord and agreement between the seeking soul 
and the object to be found. If ain has ceased 
to reign in our mortal bodies, and we have been 
visited by that grace which has taught us to 
deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts, we shall 
so love the friend that has done it, that our de-^ 
sires will not grow dull in feeling after him, if 
haply they may find him. A thirsting Chris*^ 
tian is like the panting hart, that leaves un^ 
touched the greenest |)astures and the sweetest 
herbs, and is not to be satisfied with any thing 
less than a stream of water. What is the whole 
earthy and the pomp, and wealth, and glory of 
it, to the man who has taken his* leave of them 
all ? Would he come back from the riches of 
eternity to inherit any of the kingdoms of this 
world ? Would he return to the tears and kip 
firmities of suffering mortality ? Would he who 
has done with sin, have his garments polluted 
with it any, more? The believer's heart says* 
"never; and never will they who have taken 
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sweet Gouiuiel with thair ImmanueU who ha?9 
bad ium as a companion in the various walks of 
this pilgrimage^ consent to give hicn up» though 
the devil were to threaten him with a heavier 
penalty than that of death, or ^oold flatter him 
with something better than the world. Why 
then are his professing people so often without 
him ? And why are the souls of his true disci-' 
ptes so often bowed down like a bulrush ? They 
seek /him daily » they delight to know his ways, 
and fovsake not the ordinances of their God» 
and <yet this is done without touching as it were 
the hem of his garment, without an appropri* 
ating faith* You will not see his glory wheret 
the worldly-minded meet together to be irra* 
tional and vain and frivolous, far less in the 
haunts of the wicked. You may argue on the 
possibility of keeping up a spirit of holiness in 
the thickest atmosphere of the world ; you may 
declaim on the hacknied theme of innocent 
recreation and sober enjoyments ; but remem* 
ber. Lam not speaking of you as mere animal 
beings, but as Christians; as such, I say, if you 
are really desiring to meet the Lord^ you must 
pass the gates of death. He is n<rt here^ he is 
risen ; if you would approach him, you must 
mount higher than those sluggish characters 
whose walk is not that of a diacipk, and whose 
conversation is not becoming the gospel of 
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Christ; it is a vain thing to seek'tiie lining 
amongst the dead. I have thus given you . m 
outline of the sort of work in which too .many 
of us are engag^ ; the lips say that we are 
seeking Christ/ but the temper and the feeliogs 
atid affections say that he is far from us. 

I shall proceed to notice^ in the second place, 
the causes of this delusion. And here I mu3t 
name^ as one of the chiefest, that very cause 
which moved the disciples at break of day to 
carry the spices and fine linen to the sepulchre — 
an ignorance of the Scriptures. The Holy 6ho3t 
had not yet fallen upon them, to guide theqi 
into all truth. They were so ignorant of the 
prophecies^ which were perfected in the person 
of Christ, that it seemed to have been a matter 
of regret with some of them, after his last 
stru^le upon the cross, that they should have 
confessed him King of the Jews — " We trusted 
it had been He who should have redeemed 
Israel." How little could they have known or 
understood of those remarkable expressions of 
David, which one after another had their exaot 
fulfilment in J^sus of Nazareth: ''They parted 
my garments among them^ and»for my vesture 
did they cast lots:" *' They shall look upon 
him whom they pierced:" and again, ''A bone 
of him shall not be broken." And in the ;$ame 
way, my friends, we err, not knowing the . Scrip- 
tures^ They tell us of Christ as a foundation : 
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''Behold I lay in Zion, for a foundation, a stone f 
and that whosoever builds upon that shall not 
be ashamed. It proved its strength and per- 
petuity when God loaded it with the whole 
mountain of his wrath ; and yet we go about to 
establish a foundation of our own, and would 
fain melt away this basis of our eternal glory. 
Besides he is the living stone, possessing within 
himself a living righteousness, a living wisdom, 
an incorruptible glory. But is he not, as the 
sole fountain of these blessings, disallowed of 
men ? Is he not treated rather as an assisting 
Saviour, to help the righteousness and wisdom 
of the creature, than to bring in his own ever- 
lasting righteousness where there is. none ? We 
set up a refuge of lies as a sort of opponent to 
darken, if it were possible^ ; the brightness of 
his truth. Is this to trust in the holy One of 
God, who died and rose again for our justifica* 
tion? We may, indeed, tender at his altar 
some such unacceptable offerings as the spices 
and fine linen of the disciples, but we rather 
treat him as if he lay shorn of his attributes, 
and lifeless in the sepulchre, than as one who ever 
liveth as the strength and the light and the sal- 
vation of men. 

Again : the Scriptures tell you of a throne 
upon which the Saviour sits as a dispenser 
of grace. Have we any knowledge of ^ such 
a throne ? or of those spirituad necessities 
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which will give us the true interpretation of 
it ? The act of putting up prayers, of ftiUing in 
with the worshippers on the sabbath, of open^ 
ing the word of God — these do not of themselves 
constitute the act of seeking the gifts that am 
pfecuHarly committed to Christ^ If you haw 
ever laid your petition of griefs at the foot of 
that throne, you must have had some witness 
within you testifying to their reception in hea^ 
ven ; some answer of comfort, not perhaps as 
to their actual removal, but in a way tliat 
equally denotes the tenderness of a father — 
'* My grace is sufficient for thee." If you have 
been a faithful seeker there, you will have had 
a glorious view of God in Christ, reconcilmg 
the world unto himself: this must have been 
succeeded by an abhorrence of sin, and such a 
sense of devotional love, as can only be realized 
by a brand plucked out of the burning. This 
remark points to another of those causes Which 
tend to feed tiie delusion we are considering, 
i mean the low estimate that is made by man- 
kind of the true vaiue of Christ. They hear a 
great deal said of the immensity of his redeem- 
ing mercy, and they take for granted that it is 
so. They see him set forth in the Liturgy and 
the Bible as the highest, the wisest^ the holiest ; 
a king rejoicing in righteousness, a Saviour 
of all them that believe ; and acting upon the 
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suppositkm* that because they are conformists 
to the ritual of the churchy they have done their 
part as believers, they please themselves with 
the notion that they have, a Saviour in Gimst 
Jesus. With them nothing is distinct and de- 
fined ; they will not go into the meaning of 
terms to fijid oat what they express, as they 
would do if they were consulting over a will 
wheire a legacy of gold depended upon a certain 
interpretation of words ; they are satisfied with 
weak and sickly hopes in the one case, ; in the 
other, hopes are not strong enough to feed them ; 
the point must be determined at any cost, 
whether they are or are not to have their. hearts 
made glad with another idol of gold. A general 
view of redemption, a general glance over the 
gaspeU and a general impression that it mu^t ae 
true, are thought to be quite sufficient for the 
comfortable assurance of souls just ready to be 
ei^ulphed in eternity ; whilst, in some unim- 
portant matter that we fancy affects our worldly 
advantage^ the fullest consideration we can 
give it is never said to be too full, and the most 
diligent observation we can make of it. is ne^ve^ 
imagined* to be too particular* The value of 
every object in life entirely and altogether de< 
pends upon the ttxatt/^ of those who are suppled 
with it ; and it is either depreciated or highly . 
esteemed, according as it is felt to b@ jm^ieA^ 
Thus it is with that Blessing of all nations, who 
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Cometh as a In-idegroom oat of his chambsl:; 
and offers himself, without regaid to person^, 
to every sinner that will come to him, whether 
he owe one talent^ or is a debtor for . ten .thou^ 
sand. He has the same language for all : '.^CkMBae 
unto me," ^for I, even I, am he that, blottetfa 
iout thy transgressions for mine crwn sake, >aiid 
will not remember thy sins." In proportionrafs 
the Spirit brings out the secrets of the. heart, 
. and shows the wondering possessor of it what 
:.he is;. in proportion as he exposes: bis siromids, 
his infirmities, and his weakness, will' bei^bis 
.inquiry after Jesus. He does not suffer Ituto 
remain a matter of doubt vrhere search is to be 
made for the Lord ; if his blindness is weari- 
^sdme to him, he will place himself in the most 
frequented of his paths, he will wait for bis cute 
like Bartimeus; if he is without strengtbi.be 
will desire to be carried like the lame ntah^y^t 
not to be laid as he was at the gate of the tens- 
pie, but to be placed within the .saoctsmry 
itself; if he is spiritually dumb, and so unable 
to move his lips in prayer, he.will giv6 fais 
physician a look of silent supplication^ and t&e 
disoerner of hearts will understand its mea^ung. 
Here the Saviour is known, and understood, 
iand valued ; he is sought carefully, and lol he 
m found ; he is delighted in as a living Saviour, 
and has no place amongst the dead« x i. 
Christians ! I have done with the subject in 
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the way of argument ; I have now to appljpit 
And oh ! if this application couhl be exclusiveLy 
confined to the encouragement of belieTecsy my 
sabbath duty would be cheering indeed ; ford 
should hare little else remaining for me to do 
than to nourish you with the word of proniisey 
and send you on your way rejoicing. I wish I 
were able to look round this congregation^ on 
the right hand and on the left, and in the words 
of Balaam to say, '' How goodly are thy.tente, 
O Juihih ! and thy tabernacles, O Israel I As 
the. valleys are they spread forth^ as gardens by 
the rivers-side^ as the trees of aloes which the 
Lord hath planted,, cedar . trees beside the 
waters." But if it be a part of my message 
not only to proclaim liberty to the captives, but 
vengeance to them that obey not the gospel of 
Christ, then must I deliver it without any re- 
gard to the comparative numbers that may be 
comforted or alarmed. I need not >ask whether 
you are seeking at all, for / know by obser^- 
tion, and you by experience, that the thoughts 
and imaginations of the heart are never still ; 
but is yours an humble, spiritual, profitalUe 
seeking ? Is the Lord of life and immortality 
the^ unceasing object of your pursuit ? Do you 
affirm him to be so ? Then to what parppse^s 
it that you are loitering so mach amongst the 
dead ? Can the mere forms and words o£rdi- 
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gion save yon % Can any outward ohtemmeei, 
however necessary it may be to maintain them? 
Can the law of works make you free from the 
law of sin ? Then wherefore is it that yaa rest 
in these, and take no more pains, to inquiie 
what it really is that gives the sinner his free-* 
dom, his health, his peace, and his salvation ? 
If your knowledge of Jesus be confined to the 
things which you have heard of him by the 
bearing of the ear ; if the Spirit hss communi* 
cated nothing of his love and glory to the soul> 
you have, indeed, the high sounding name of 
Christian, but you have not a Saviour. And 
will you let this dream continue — ^this dream of 
emptiness and folly ? Open your eyes to some- 
thing real and substantial! Get up by faith 
into the world of realities! ''Arise! shine! 
for your light is come." But I speak not this 
to you all : God has not left himself without 
witnesses : the church has its appointed mem-^ 
bers, and the Son of God his disciples. I hope 
even in this little sanctuary there are sons of 
the Lord's adoption, and daughters in their 
inward adorning like the polished corners of 
the temple. But they had no claims of their 
own to be made such ; whatever they are, how* 
ever privileged, and loved, and chosen, every 
one of them will say, *' Not unto us, O Lord» 
not unto us, but unto thy name be the praise." 
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I doubt not but that once their hearts were as 
much in the world, their consciences as un- 
awakened, their tempers as harsh, and their 
lives as little godly as the most insensible 
hearer present ; and I may add, that they glo- 
ried as little in a precious sin-bearing Saviour. 
But their graves have been opened, and by, 
grace they have attained to the first resurrec- 
tion. They know at all times how to get access 
to the Son of man ; thev look for him not as 
they once did in the dark places of the earth, 
in the midst of uncleanness and corruption ; 
they have ceased to seek the living amongst 
the dead. 



186 



SERMON XIL 
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CHRIST THE BREAD OF LIFE. 

Exodus xvi. 15. 

And Moses said unto them^ this is the bread th^t 
the Lord hath given you to eat. 

Whenever I am desirous of tracing God most 
clearly in the exercise of his love under the old 
dispensation, I hare only to look at the cove- 
nant that he made with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob> and the anxious care with which he 
fulfilled it. I have only to turn my eyes to- 
wards their seed, in which all the nations of the 
earth were to be blessed, to see the tender 
mercy of our God ; his long-suffering, which was 
not to be hindered by their hardness of heart, 
and his compassion, which could not be abated 
by their rebellion. In hi% temporal mercies he 
made no difference ; every tree in the vineyard 
was fenced and watered, whether it was a bearer 
of fruit, or a mere cumberer of the ground ; and 
Uhe' same refreshing dew fell upon the tares, 
tMt w^e fit only for burning, and the wheat. 
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that was to be gathered into his gartaers. If I 
fix my eye upon Egypt^ that house of bondage 
to Israel for four hundred years, there he ap- 
pears, with a mighty hand and stretched out 
arm^ the author and finisher of their deliverance i 
if I follow the train of events to the Red Sea, 
there is the same steady purpose of omnipotence, 
and a continued stream of the same mercy ; if 
I carry on, my thoughts into the wilderness, 
there I find him opening the windows of heaven, 
and supplying a . camp of rebels with angels' 
food. But, my brethren, all these instances of a 
Father's care, are but emblems of better things ; 
they shadow forth mercies, of a higher kind, 
that the Christian believer actually possesses. 
Those were indeed eartlUy realities, but these 
have a reality peculiar to themselves, not trans-^ 
ferable from one mortal to another; they are aU 
heavenly, incommunicable, substantial. What 
is an £gyptian taskmaster with all his tyranny, 
to that insatiable monster, sin, who peoples 
the kingdom of the prince of darkness, with 
slaves that he has gotten out of this* world ? 
what was Israel's freedom from- the burthi^s? 
of Egypt, to the Christian's glorious liber(l;y/of 
a child of Opd ? what was the Red:Sea>'wbeM 
it stood with its heap of waters! diirid^d; "to 
the fountain that was opened for sia and^fiir 
aJl uncleanness ? and what was tbe maunsi V^f^ 
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tioned intbeteoct, that lay at the tent door^ 
the Israelites, to the living bread that is ofened 
to all the ^endfi of the eanth; and which i^hall 
feed a multitude ^hat no man shall number ? 

I will not at present proceed fiatrther witii these 
shadows^ the signs of more spiritual blessings, 
bat proceed at once to consider the emblem 
that is here proposed to us ; Uteralfy, as ^it re* 
gaids the nourishment of the body, and mtfsti- 
caify^ as it affects the sustenance of the souL 
*' And Moses said unto them, this is the bread 
that the Lord hath given you to eat.^ May the 
Spirit of the Lord of Hosts breathe upon out 
souls in this hour! May the truth, as it is in 
Jesus^ be present in me the preacher of the 
word, and a teachable understanding in you 
the hearers of it ! without these succours, we shall 
both be helpless, and as little to be depended 
on, as broken cisterns that will hold no water* 

I shall endeavour then to «how, in the first 
place, what sort of bread it was that Israel 
gathered in the wilderness : «econ^, upon whom 
it was bestowed : and lastbf^ the purpose for 
which they had it. We usually confine our 
ideas of bread, to that species of nourighment 
that is prepared from corn^ and any other thing 
that might be offered to ns under : thsut name^ 
would, under ordinary circumstances be reject* 
ed ; and we cannot doubt, that when the peo* 
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pie in the deaart munnured fi»r breads it was 
for Mch as tiiey had eaten in Egypt : ** For it 
came to pan, when they saw upon the face of 
the wilderness a small round thing, as small as 
the 'hoar frost on the ground, that they said one 
to another, it is majina, for they wist not what 
it was; and Moses said unto them, this is the 
bread which the Lord hath given you to eat." 

lirst^ it was H bread sent down immediately 
Apom heaven. David, in speaking of God, and 
the mafvellous works that he had done, tells 
us that the people asked, and he brought quails, 
and satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 
True it is that the giver of every gift is God, 
^' the earth is the Lord's, and all that therein is ;'' 
but he usually has fixed and certain channels 
through which his mercies flow in upon man ; 
there are clouds that drop down fatness, and 
oliveyards and vineyards that yield their in* 
crease, and the air^ and the sea, and the earth, 
that te^m with life^ for the use of ^beings that 
bav& power to command them all. But when 
he breaks through what are commonly called 
the laws of nature, and establishes a speciai law, 
we must be careful to see what is the special 
purpose it involves. There was certainly a 
finrt and obvious reason, for the hungry were 
to be supplied with food ; but the remarkable 
character of it, and the conditions on which it 



192, CHRIST THE BREAD OF.LIFE. 

WW to be gathered, and the way in wluchit 
was produced^ lead me to view it as a clear type 
of that imperishable bread, which maintaiiis the 
life of faith in.tbe true believer, whidi streogthens 
him ia his ^Igrim's Jabours, and .can alcme briag 
him to the measare of the stature of the fiilness 
of Christ; this is the bread, that in the truest 
sense cometh down from heaven* ' 

In many points, we^ my brethren, all of us, 
perfa9ps without an exception, present a strong 
rdsemblance to that people who provoked iGod 
^. anger with their inventions, who ^^ wandered 
iaa solitary way, and found no city to dwelt 
in." The heart of a Jew^ in its natural states is 
precisely the heart of a Christian. If therebb 
a difference in these vessels of clay, gracd haa 
made it; the earth is the same in the hand of 
liie potter, it is all apart of the same dust; tet 
be fashions it into shape outwardly, and make^ 
hie vessels beautiful within. When we. stand 
before the King^ in the peculiar clothing of iiiv 
household, we stand as his workmanabip, 
'''created in Christ Jesus! unto good > works;*' 
. You perhaps shudder at hearing of this^rebel*^ 
Uoua nation^ hut have you lived in ignonmoe of 
wch treacherous dealing ? . You wonder, that 
oner A who was ': never absent from them, wbo 
gaided their feet as : a cloud '. by day, and hy 
night era pillar of fire, should ever be forgotten. 
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iA^h 1. let our oonacience bear witness, whetlier 
iiie^Ood of the Bible has not been neglected 
in tbe midst of his promises; and whether Christ 
,iikie rock, ^at has followed us through life, has 
fioit beea unheeded, in the midst of his most 
i^freslking streams. If I know any thing of 
itiie affections ; if mine are competent to make 
something like a true estimate of others, I would 
984^/ that a murmuring spirit has possessed us 
tfiL And yet, have we been left hungry and 
thirsty^ with our souls fainting in us? Are we in 
flight of a land where there is neither reaping nor 
tkavinest, and of a rock where there is no water? 
If tlie kingdom of God be indeed come upon u6, 
J4a«s himself has been a feast of fat thiiigi^ to 
Mm; be has been more precious than summer 
froHs^ which in the winter are nowhere to be 
fffitx^f and more satisfying than the fat of fed 
beasts, '* For he that cometh unto him, shall 
tmm^f. hunger ; and he that believeth on him; 
tlMill nevier thirst.". 

AgMtt ; the bread that was prorided for 
IsraeU came , to them imperceptihly ; like the 
4teLWr it defitcended whilst they slept, there was 
HQM at fttm, but in the morning it lay round 
tb^ut the host/' In this way tbe souk of the 
IwOfii's pe6ple have been ever fed ; in thi» way 
the Holy Ghost brings down his treaswes ; he 
do^s^ not dispatch an angel to notify to.slnni- 
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heving dinners, '' Ye are not Uttder thelftv, but 
under grace/' or to chaunt a second tiiae, that 
holy, happy song, ^^ Unto you is bom this day 
a Saviour;" thereis no earthquake, ibr he comes 
not to be seen of men ; there is no rushing wind* 
for the ministrations of the Lord aredooe in 
feiecret ; he surprises the guarded city like Sam|^ 
son^ and bears away the brazen gates; and all 
that the sleeper knows when he cornea to ex^ 
amine his heart, is^ that Christ is dwelling 
richly within him, and that the tribunal of 
justice^ where he could see nothing but a frownr 
ing king,^ is turned into a seat of mercy, and 
that there he can now read these letters of loYe~- 
^' It is God that justifieth, who is he that oonr 
demneth?"— Believers, in your night of dariu 
iiess> where was this bread? you miay have 
travelled from Egypt to Jordan, but in all that 
journey had no knowledge of it; it njiay he 
missed by the hoary headed, and found by the 
lisping child : if your night had run on for ibtm- 
soore years, it would not for that whole space 
have been visible to yonr eyes, but at your 
waking time you discovered it ; as the nsomidig 
light shone innipon your hearts, yoo fdt itaoooh 
'ftirtidg and sustaining and enriching your senile; 
fltbd'why should utit this be the food' of all who Mie 
•bn their way to a destination that is appointed^of 
'God? His arm ii^not shortened, bis vdieo 'of 
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eompassion is still the same, his covenaQt is as 
sare, aad the foundation of it as deep as ever. 
All this is unequivocal truth, but the hindrance 
lies in the thick darkness of the carnal mind i 
there is no lack of spiritual meat, it is profusely 
scattered round every tent door, and all that 
are within may gather it ; they have eyes, but 
then they see not; and understandings, but 
then they cannot perceive : it is their night of 
dreams and visions^ and they sleep so profound-^ 
ly as to forget the salvation of dieir souls; it is 
their night, alas ! and one which too commonly 
is only broken to show them their hopes falling 
to pieces, their houses sinking into ruin, the 
curse of unfoi^iven sin upon their heads, and the 
everlasting doors oi heaven shut against them. 
But there was another peculiarity about this 
manna — ^it was to be collected dailt/, and in 
such portions as were suitable to individual 
wants ; — apd this agrees with the prayer that 
Christ has taught us, '' Give us this day 0ur 
daily bread,'' and it seems to point out the gos" 
pel method of ministering strength unto the^ouL 
7bis is done, not by a signal af^lication of the 
hlood o£ Christ ; not by bringing the sinner once 
to the marriage supper^ and putting ipto bis 
hand the widow's cruse, which needs never to he 
replenished ; not by granting him such a full 
and satisfying portion, that in the strength of 

o 2 
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that meat he might travel safely to Horeb 
the mount of God, but by continual and sea- 
sonable supplies from that ever-flowing foun- 
tain. A child of- God is to know that he is a 
child, he is not to assume the independence of 
a perfect man ; God well understands, that he 
needs to be kept in subjection, and all his deal- 
ings with him are grounded upon this principle r 
he teaches him line upon line, here a little and 
there a little, as he is able to. bear it. The 
Christian is often nothing more than a babe! 
through life ; but whatever his growth is, he is 
constrained day by day, to turn to his strong 
hold for liberty and enlargement of heart, and 
with a sense of his feebleness, be cries out, 
" Draw me, O Lord ! and I will run after thee.** 
The prophet, in describing the Mesisiah^s 
character, has recorded a truth that every gos- 
pel Christian will joyfully confirm — that he will 
feed his flock as a shepherd ; that is, as a shep- 
herd watches the necessities of his flock, and 
encourages their growth, by leading them as 
the season may be, either to the valley or to 
the mountain, and daily supplying them with a 
plentiful pasture ; so does the chief Shepherd 
stand continually at the gates of his spiritual 
pasture, to let in the weak ones of his flock, 
that they may grow in grace, and the strong ones, 
that they may have a perpetual sense of their 
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dependence; and that both may learn, that it 
is ''in him they live and more, and have a 
being/' What do we know of this holy and 
dependent feeling ? Am I speaking to the weak, 
or thje strong, or to an assembly made up of 
both ? or . to those who cannot show a single 
scriptural proof, that they belong to the flock of 
Christ at all ? Whatever you are, it is plainly 
written. what you should be. God grant thai; 
at some future period of my ministerial charge, 
I may be able to address you as ''a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation^ 
a. peculiar people !*' these are hallowed names, 
tjjiat riog like the sweetest melody through the 
h^rt. Oh ! pray that such a sabbath delighjt 
may come round, when I shall be able to i^pefik 
from this pulpit, a language that belongs oply 
to the people of God, and that the hearts of 
everyone of you may understand it — "Ye were 
a3 ;$heep going astray, but are now returned to. 
the shepherd and bishop of your souls." 

Thu$,I have attempted to show that the 
p^anna of Israel typifies the bread of the b^-^ 
lieyer : wia have now to consider on whom, this 
i^pepial mercy was bestowed. i^iW/, they were 
travellers on their road to a far country ; an4 
here pur ffwn characters will speak distinctly, tq 
ttie res^mblaqce. Ever $ince we came, iqfq 
life, we have been travelling through it, o%r way 
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like theirs has been a mij^ture of sea and desarf^ 
we have felt wha^t ift is to pass through waters that 
teemed ready to discharge the greatness of tlHfihr 
strength against usy and to pitch our tettts ia 
the midst of an unpofitabte wilderness; add 
^e have no i^ight to expect to fare diffeteolily 
in this respect from others^ ^h(> have ftotn ge« 
neration to generation traversed the same scenes, 
over which we are this moment paiising. Have 
we, my hearers, in these joumeyingir been less 
the objects of divine regard, than those Who 
murmured against (xod in thar hettrfi^, ^nd 
i/rearied the Most High with their abominatibitts ? 
Why, if we are at all conversant with ihe 
Christian's experience, we must know that 
whenever a heart has thifsted after Hgbtedtis- 
fiesd, it has beeh filled — whenever it h^ hun- 
gered for the salvation of Christ, the gift has 
been unalterably made over to it. I do not 
ssly that the whdle world of sinners are pattakeM 
of such a provision, but do they seek it? do 
they require it at his bands ? would they not 
ratli^r be bondmen in Egypt, than sit down 
With the company of believers at the Lord's 
supper ? Instead of longing for this bread, they 
reject it, and hence the famine rages, and multi^ 
tildes perish ; and henCe the reason why so few 
find their way into the strait gate that openeth 
tipbh lifb eternal. 
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But these gatherers of the heavenly manqsi 
were r^bds as well as travellers^ yet had God 
BO pleasure in the death of any of them. Hjs 
compassion in heaven was just that of Cbii^ 
upon earth, when he saw great numbers follow- 
ing him from city to city — ** I will not send 
them away fasting, lest they faint by the way^ 
for many of them came from far ;" and. ia this 
view of Israel as a seed of evil doers, profess* 
ing to Icnow God, but in works denying him« 
IMre we better than they ? did we spring from 
a more holy stock ? had the^ one origin and tue 
another? is the heart less deceitful than it was? 
And dpes it teem less with earthly desires and high 
imaginations, than when the Jew was going 
about to establish his own righteousness ? What 
We^ the descendants of Abraham, and Isaap* 
wad Jacqb? Their deeds, registered in the Qible» 
%^l you that they were sinners. . What i$ the 
Christian ? In his descent, he is a child of wrath 
(even as others, and in the foolish qess of bis 
pwn 4<>iBgs, he is just such a sinner as they 
yf^re. I am, indeed, thoroughly aware in what 
fiojrt of estimation the unsanctified Christian holds 
jtkw poor forsaken remnant of the dispersed of 
piild^h— a people from whom Christ came, aiwi 
whose father, Abraham, was the fneqd of Qod. 
I have not to learo that their vei:y appearance, 
their language, those distinctive marks; whic;h 
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th^^^ngiftt of the Lord has himself laid upon 
them/ are treated with bitterness^ and held tip 
fo scorn ; and that they continue to be ** an 
^tdnishment, a bye- word^ and a proverb ;" — but 
What does this prove ? Not that they are ^rtbef 
gone from original righteousness than oursdves/ 
but rather that we, who are such boasters of the 
natne and privileges of a Christian chur(^b^ 
have neither the spirit nor the tenderness, nof 
the love of a brother in Christ. And are w& 
despised of God as we despise this poor afflioted 
Allien nation ? You, my dear brethren, shall be 
judges in this matter, who have been broughl 
to triumph in the revelation of Christ, who 
bive had the savour of his knowledge maiito 
manifest to you, and now honour him as 70u# 
food, your clothing, your wisdom, and stre&gtb^ 
and righteousness. You were naked, ahd he has 
eiothed you ; fcdnty and he has revived you ; 
poihfied, and he has cleansed you ; hungry^ and 
he has fed you. fiut for this work the grav^e 
wobld have had those clay-built tabemacies} 
and bell your ruined souls ; and heaven would 
never have been more to you than it is to'thd 
great deceiver^--as a place fully known and 
apprehended by his mind as the seat of glory^ 
but as one that he is neither to enter 4ipon nor 
possess. I am to speak, lastly, of the purpose 
fbrwhiohthis gift was sent into the wilderness •: 
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M ;Ajid Moses said unto theoi^ This is the l>read 
that the Lmd hath given you to eaC Here the 
ioitention of God concerning it, is expressly 
declared, lest the persons for whose use it was 
supplied, might be ignorant of its value. It 
was not to lie about the camp, as a new thing 
for the mind to speculate upon, and the eye 
to behold, but to be gathered up and thankfully 
enjoyed. And this is the appointed way for 
that better food to be received, the pecmlisflr 
freasore which Christ gives to his chosen* U 
ifttnot to be thrown upon a stony soil, where the 
di^il might mock it with his unholy tongue* 
nor' to be cast where it might be neglected, 
aniidst the cares and pleasures of the world ; 
but to be. taken within the hearty and spiritually 
partaken of to the praise and the glory of God; 
' If in this comparison you hold the optnioia^ 
that I am refining away the true sense of Scrip* 
ture,. and uttering words that you cannot under* 
.standi I beg your attention to that which Jesus 
hifidself expresses, which can only apply to tha 
4xMr appropriating his inestimable gifts by 
fiftith, as the hand of a hungry man is opened to 
appropiJate that perishable bread which is needt 
falfi>r the body — '' lam the living bread which 
Mme down from heaven ; if any man eat of this 
breads he shall live for ever, and ' the bread 
which I will give is my flesh, which ! will 
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ghre for the life of the world/' *' The Jews there- 
fore strove amongst themselves," saying, ia a 
tone and spirit that is too well understood by 
many Christian worshippers, "How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat V " Then Jesus 
said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
except ye eat the flesh of the son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you ; whoso 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood bath 
eternal life, and I 'vill raise him up at the last 
day, for my flesh is meat indeed, and my biood is 
drink indeed; he thateateth my fleshy and drink- 
eth my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him/' 
Nothing short of an actual union with Christ 
in your own persons, will enable you to inter- 
pret these passages, and fully to comprehend 
how these things c^n be. Before you will coor 
sent to eat this bread, your taste must be formed 
and disposed for it^ and you will have a delight 
in the nourishment that it brings : often has th€ 
tongue talked of it, but only as an unhealthy, 
feverish person talks of meat ; he seems to foticy 
it for a moment, but as soon as it is o^red he 
turns away and loathes it. The s&fsl must foe 
in beaitb, or it will invariably so deal with the 
bounty of God ; and this is the very wolrk of the 
Lord, to <rreflto an appetite and to put his people 
into a healthy state, that what is rejected foy 
the world, may be to them a subject fw praise, 
and a feast of enjoyment. 
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I am persuaded that I hare somfe heareis 
this day, who have been attended by this great 
PhydioiaB', and wbose'sicknesses hare yi^^ to 
bis searcbing power ; ttey couM not find suck 
consolations and refreshment in this food, if it 
were not so ; they would not look for it with so 
moch anxiety, nor languish as they do, when 
thdf heavenly Father is pleased to keep their 
faith in exercise, and occasionally to withhold 
it. Ob, dear friends ! if you are ever asked by 
the disputer of this worlds why you are not 
feeding on the husks that satisfy his own soul, 
tell him that man liveth not by such unwholesome 
fruits, and that yours is the only bread which 
will keep him strong enough to journey to the 
grave, and from thence through the dark valley 
of the shadow of death, to the kingdoms of his 
dear Lord. 

But can I speak thus comfortably of all? 
Alas ! I must first see you living '' in the flesh 
by faith in the Son of God." There are some 
amongstyou perishing because they would rather 
starve than take the food that is most conveni- 
ent for them — your motto is, '^ let us eat and 
drink,^ as other men do, " for to-morrow we die." 
You take the poison because it has a present 
sweetness. Oh, foolish and unwise! you might 
reason thus if mortality were all you possessed; 
bat you have another object of regard besides 
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this, you have that within you which is to wither 
or to flourish in eternity. Do you say where is 
this Christian's manna to be met with? In 
every part of this vast earth, — ^in every king- 
dom, — in every city, — in the fields, — in the 
desart, — ^in the closet, — ^in this very place ;— 
seek it whilst it may be found ; ** look unto 
Jesus,'' for this is the bread which the Lord 
hath given you to eat. 
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SERMON Xlll. 

CHRIST THE AVENGER OF HIS ENEMIES. 

2 KivGS^ ▼ iL 2. 

Then a lard on whose hand the king leaned^ an- 
swered the man of God and said. Behold, if 
the Lord would make windows in heaven, might 
this thing be f And he said. Behold, thou shalt 
see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof 

St. Paul, in the course of instniction that he 
gave to the Corinthian converts, set before 
them, in the way of familiar illustration, the 
rebellions and the downfall of Israel. He first 
shows how sorely they were visited by the dis* 
pleasure of Heaven, and then how justly they 
were rewarded according to their iniquities. 
"With many of them," says he, " God was not 
well pleased, for they were overthrown in the 
wilderness;" and then, as if fearing lest his own 
converts might stumble at the same stumbling 
stone, he compassionately adds^ ^' Be ye there- 
fore not idolaters, as. were some of them ; 
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neither let us tempt Christy as some of them 
also murmured and were destroyed of the 
destroyer." And he gives this warning in con- 
clusion, ** Now all these things happened unto 
them for examples, and they were written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come" — ** Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed^ lest he fall." 
In the same spirit^ and with the same interest, 
I beseech you^ my brethren, to lay to heart the 
tendency and importance of the text. The din 
that destroyed that nobleman who leaned ufion 
the king's hand, was unbelief. It was not 
man s power he questioned, but God's ; not an 
act of the creature, which might come to 
nothing, but that of the Creator, the everlasting 
Father, the Almighty Architect of all that f>, 
who had only to say, ^* let there be light, and 
there was light/' What was his unbelief, but 
his want of confidence either in the willingoiesa 
or the ability of God ? He looked to hunsan 
probabilities, 9Xki becaase his eyes could dis* 
oover none, he impiously determined that theise 
could be none: his thoughts were altogether 
upon the empty granaries of Samaria ; he neither 
vegarded nor believed in those which have been 
everlastingly overflowing in heaven. Aia»{ 
what a blind presumption, what deceiving 
vierars float about the infidel's mind I He fancies 
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tibat to believe what he cannot comprehend, k 
weakness ; his own comprehension is to be the 
te^ whether this or that truth is to be received 
into his mind/ or rejected : but this is directly 
confuted by an apostle, who says, not that 
Without reasoning and argument, but that 
^ without faith it is impossible to please God«" 
It is here necessary to remind you of the 
circumstanoes immediately connected with the 
event in the text. '' It came to pass," says the 
writec of this scripture, '' that Benhadad, king 
of Syria,, gathered all his host, and went up and 
besi^ed Samaria, and there arose a great 
^m^ne in that city, and they besieged it until 
an ass's head was sold for fourscore pieces 
of silyier;" aod the wrath of the kmg of Israel 
waxed hot against the prophet Elisha, and he 
threatened to take away his life on account of 
it ; and Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the 
Lord; thus saith the Lord, to-morrow about 
tbis time shall a measure of fine flour foe sold 
for a shekel^ and two measures of barley for a 
shekel, in the gate of Samaria. Then a lord 
<m whose hand the king leaned, answered the 
4iian of God« and said. Behold, if the Lord 
would (make windowB in heaven, might this 
thing be ? And he said, Behold, thou shait s«e 
it wit^ thine eyes^ but shalt not eat thereof/' 
The first remarkable thing to be considered 
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io thia history^ is the rank of the person who 
replied to the man of €U)d ! He was nlordA^ and 
QM so favoured, that the king himself leaned .up- 
on, his arm. The speech of EHsha was no dofsbt 
heard by multitudes^ but. one only answered it ; 
it might have been listened to by all, with im» 
concern and indifference, but in Aii heart there 
was something more decisive and deep'^rooted 
than indifference, . a common but unsoapected 
6in» '^ enmity against God/' The wdrds wt^n 
not immediately or remotely addressed to him; 
but his prejudiced spirit could not remain silei^ 
it revolted against them. My friends ! there ii 
an atmosphere in which the high ones of thk 
earth exhaust their being, that is most unfanrouiw 
able for spiritual meditation ; it acts, as it were^ 
insensibly, like a slow poison upon the mind» 
and seems to throw it into a state of restless* 
uess and agitation ; we ourselves have som^ 
practical knowledge of it, though we dwell nei^ 
ther in courts nor in palaces. If we are not 
the companions of kings and princes, yet we^ 
are perhaps in a situation whefr, though the 
temptations may be less obvious, the dangers 
are equally pressing. . The worid has> its various 
schemes and snares, which it applies to the 
particular condition of mankind ; and it nekbe# 
requires that /we should be lords^ or men <tf 
*«i^lth, to be made sensible that we are fiabl^ 
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at "aoy motnent of the day to be drawn aftide 
3of cor own teats and enticed. It is no sort of 
argument^ that we do not hold the first rank in 
itbe Aation ; we approach near enough to the line 
that divides the rich man from the poor> to feel 
aoifiethrng of the captivating inflaence of earthly 
things, to feel that in their nature and tendency 
Ibey are serious stumbling-blocks, which have 
been the cause of ruin to thousands of account^ 
nble souls ; I say this is a truth well known to 
yis, • though we endeavour to weaken the force 
pi it, by a belief, or rather an imaginary notion, 
that it may be resisted on the ground of expe- 
dijency . In such a way we find that Naaman 
fMStedy the oaptain of the host of the king of 
^yria; this was his bold, and no doubt his 
gienuine confession, when he saw be was no 
longer a leper, ** Behold! now 1 know that 
there is no God in all the earth, but in 
JaraeL" But what did he add to this declara-^ 
ticoi ? -why, feeling as he did that his practice was 
by BO means conformable to his profession, 
jfor> at that very moment he was lending him- 
self to an: idokitrous worship ; he thought to 
««ouse himsdf m the eyes of thi^! prophet by 
tbese explanatory words : ^* In this thing tb& 
XiOfd pardon thy servant, that when my master 
g^eth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, 
siJid: he leaneth on my band, and I bow myself 
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in the house of RitnmoD^ when I bow myself 
in the house of Ritnmon the Lord p^irdon thy 
servant in this thing." From his nearness td 
the king's person he drew his faTour, hiid 
honours^ his influence ; and to part with these 
would be to cut off a right hand, or to pluck out 
a right eye. In his distress God had rem^m^ 
bered him, but he in bis prosperity did not 
remember God. He had got rid of all his ont^ 
ward leprosy, but inwardly he was a leper stilh 

In such a ease was the lord of Samaria ; in 

ft 

such a relation was he to the king of Israel; 
For the poor consideration of having the smiles 
of one who wore an earthly crown and wielded 
a perishable sceptre, he spumed the messenger 
of the King of kings, and hoped for an idcfease 
of popularity and power by questioning the 
power of the Most High. 

But let us see, in the second place, bow his 
enmity was called forth. It was, my friends, 
grounded on an assertion that fell from the ttan 
of God« All enmity has its origin in some 
word or precept of God. He tells hia creatures 
what they are, how weak, how corrupt, how 
fallen ; and their proud minds rise at the intel^ 
ligence. He tells them that the path of self-- 
denial and of faith is the gospel path for true 
believers; but it is a truth too unpalataUe for 
them to receive. He puts down every claim of 
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theirs^ for teward» by siiowmg all the natioM 
and kindreds of the earth that they are^ or hoot 
been, at open war with him, and that there is 
none other salvation for them than that whkh 
Ood determined before the foundation of the 
world, and which Christ finished when he can^ 
eeUed their guilt, and nailed it as it were for 
etier to the cross. These assertioiis are not dis^ 
patedr because the fiuad holds them to be 
untrue, but because an acquiescence in them 
would, aifr they conceire, place their souls in 
too degraded a condition. Man wants to be 
every thing, when Crod declares that he is no*- 
thsng, that he i& less than nothing ; and this it 
actually his stated until the Spirit drops into the 
heart the incorruptible seed of hisr own wbrd^ 
so as to turn it, though in iftself but a dead 
letter, into a holy and living principle, purifying 
and clothing it with new strength, and carrying 
it directly to Christ. The young man in the 
gospel does not appear to have been an opposer 
of holy things; he approaches the Saviour as 
one whom he is disposed to love, he questions 
him freely, and listens without any one de*^ 
monstratiott of enmity ; but as soon as he hears 
the assertion that he is not as perfect as' his 
deceitful heart had told him, he aaks no more 
qiieirtions, but goes away sorrowing and disap<- 
pointed^ ehnging \x% his gold, but losing bis 

p2 
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Saviour. I do not state this Scripture bistory 
as illustrating, in all its particulars, that of tfaye 
Samaritan nobleman^ but merely as showing 
the temper of each with respect to the things 
that are required by God : one was required to 
take up his cross, the other to believe ; both 
necessary and highly important duties; but 
neither of them pleasing to an unregederate 
heart. In truth, it matters little of what kind 
the rule of obedience is; it will ever be resisted 
until the Spirit of grace and supplication is 
poured out, to be a light to our feet and a lamp 
unto bur paths. Corruption can only be effec- 
tually coped with by God. He that is for us^ 
must be greater than he that is against us. 

But I have to consider, in the third place, 
the cause why this infidel lord was so offended 
at the prophecy of the man of God. There was 
nothing in it that glanced at sin in general^ or 
at this man's sin in particular ; it was an inti- 
mation that the divine hand was about to be 
seen in the exercise of mercy. Who would 
think that there was any thing in such an ex- 
pression as this to bring man into controversy 
with God? and yet no sooner was it uttered, 
than all the dark feelings of his soul were 
gathered together in league against it. ** Woe 
unto the world because of offences, for it must 
needs be that offences come, but woe unto that 
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maki by whom the offence cometh.^ Here was 
an outrage against the understanding : ** Am I 
to believe/' said the proud courtier, as he 
passed through the city the companion of a 
king — ^'am I to believe that to-day there shall 
be the extremity of famine, and to-morrow an 
overflowing abundance? that the wheat and 
the barley which to-day the mother in vain 
asks for her famishing child, shall to-morrow be 
within the reach of all ? Where are the signs 
that such an event is at hand? I see not a 
trace, a line of the promised blessing; and, 
therefore, as my understanding cannot.be con* 
vinced, the prophet shall not be believed/' 
There are but few, perhaps, who would venture 
to lift up rebellious arms against his sovereign 
in so daring a way as this ; but if we could get 
at the heart, we should find in thousands and 
tens of thousands that the tide of presumption 
and unbelief runs as strong as it did in this in- 
credulous lord. We will not be content to 
embrace all the truths of Scripture as a little 
child ; to take them as it were upon . trusty as 
the word of God who cannot lie : but we call 
for evidences, for more light, more clearness ; in 
the spirit of Nicodemus we cry out, '' how. can 
these things be V Nay, this to a certain extent 
is thq prevailing sin even with those who stwly 
to love the Lord their God with all the heart, 
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and mmd^ aikl strength. Were we to wafeoli 
the motions of the penitent's soul, when the 
remembranoe of his sins is grievous unto him, 
and the bartfaen of them intolerable^ what a 
trembling mourner should we find him. He has 
a'seer et jealousy that God is not in good earnest 
with him, that the offer of Christ is not made 
with particuUr reference to his own soul, as if 
he said one thing in his ward, and intended 
another in his heart; he looks to the law, which 
shuts up ell in bondage, and not to the gospel, 
which everlastingly makes them free ; his works 
omdemn him, and he tremble: and he is 
right in tiie view he takes, for '' by the works of 
the law shall no man living be justified." Bat let 
him stretch forward to Christ, and the eteirnal 
love that is in him ; let his ears hear his procla* 
mation of life to the sons of misery ; let him 
look to the manna that lies in profusion about 
his path; and whai he has finind out t&e 
consolation of Israel, he will confess thsrt; tlie 
words qA the Lord are die very picture of hk 
thoughts, that *'he is not willing that any 
should perish," but that all who thirst should 
^me to the waters^ and buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. 

This leads me to say a word upon the natare 
of unbelief in general. The Scripture says, that 
*^ he who believeth not is cmiemned mlready '*— *- 
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imd it h trud ; — ^for evQD in this life he puts his 
own 3eal to the deed of his own condemnation 2 
the very Scriptures themselves condemn hio), 
imd so does his pretended observance of the 
holy law of God; he does that which most 
affronts the Majesty of heaven, he casts a st^^in 
bolh upon his truth and his authority ; he first 
provokes the King upon his throne^ and then re-* 
fiiAes to turn into the strong hold, the sheltering 
sanctuary of all true believers. If we were 
wise, we should fly from unbelief as from a 
plague, for it is the poisonous spring and root 
pf every sin that loosens the heart from God. 
Why are men proud ? Why do they stand upon 
high ground, and say that they are in need of 
nothing/ but because they do not believe the 
verdict of the Spirit concerning them* that they 
are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
Uind. Why do they love the world and the 
tilings of the world ? but because they see in 
these more comeliness and excellency than in 
Christ, or in the tbisgs whic^ accompany s^- 
▼atioQ. Why are so many membens of so many 
congregations so formal, so heartless, so gare* 
less in their devotions? because they dp ppt 
believe there is a reality in religion, or th^it he 
wbo dwelleth on high ever tries the reins or 
searches tlie heart Unbelief is the main pil-, 
lar on which the kingdom of Ssjtap sjtaj^s 
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l9 it then any Mronder, that when this is broken^ 
all his strong holds s{iould fall in oneienible 
ruin? 

I atn here brought, ita conelusion, toBhow, 
as it is illustrated in the text, the danger and 
punishment of unbelief. ''Thou shalt see it 
with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof/^ Yoi 
the monstrous stn of doubting the veracity of 
Qod, which stands ratified for ever, though tiie 
prophecy to its very letter shall be iulfilled 
before thine eyes, and his blessings shall fatt 
about thy, path as the dew, not a portion of it 
shall come nigh thee. And so it came to pafes; 
for we read that the host of the Syrians which 
besieged Samaria, struck with a sudden, panibv 
arose secretly, and '' fled in the twilight, leaving 
their tents, and their horses, and tlieir asses^ 
even the camp as it was ; and the people weni 
out at the gate of Samaria and spoiled the 
Syrians; so a measure of fine flour was «oid for 
a shekel, and • two measures of barley lor ai 
shekel ; and the king appointed tire lord on 
ikrhose hand he leaned to have the charge of the 
gate, and the people trod upon him in the gate, 
and he died as the man of God had said, wh<6 
i^pake when the king came down to him/' 
: 'See, my friends, bow wise and how well 
Qidered are the dispensations of God! and how 
snitnble and just his judgments!' The man 
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Who could ^ despise one part of the prophdcy ^ 
MM>u{d DO doubt reject the other. He no more 
thought that his days were to run out so isoon, 
or thM his corpse would be trampled on in th6 
gate of Samaria, than that he should seethe 
store-houses of the city well filled with com. 
But the blindness of a sinner cannot turn away 
the purposes of heaven. It was so contrived^ 
that his own infidelity should be the instrumen- 
tal cause of his punishment, and the very spot 
which was to be the scene of rejoicing to 
othersv should be a place of confusion and deatb 
to him. 

. Ahd such will be the issue of all unbelief, 
wliethei* the practical effects of it are s6ea itt 
Juxiea, or in our own land ; in Samaria, or in 
this great city ; faere> like the tares it wili be suf^ 
fartd to run wild> but where will be its place 
at harvest? 

But we have intelligence for you^ my ^att^ 
thren, of a higher nature than that which the 
|^o{&et reveated to the Samaritans. You have 
your difficulties and distresses within, and 
without you haVe an enemy fiercer and more, 
(determined tfaam the Syrian ; and yet, if Christ 
has made with you an everlasting covenant, 
^Lud' you have consented to act ; updn . it withibut 
staggering ; the power, tod the holiness^ andtke 
veracity of God are all pledged for your salmar 
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tioQ» Pos8Qt8 the &iAh of a trae Obriitian» and 
you have the promise of a rigliteous SavKMur ; 
^' to them that believe he m pri^cious/' to them 
that overcome will he be a refuge for ever and 
ever. We tell you, then, of a kingdom where^ 
in dwelleth rigbteouMiesB— an inoor rnptible ib^ 
heritance — a crown of glory ; and that he who 
would be an inheritor of these, must escape' the 
pollutions of the world, and crucify the flesh 
with the affections and lusts. We tell you that 
he must fir$t breathe spiritually upon earth, be-' 
fore he can live gloriously in heaven ; that^ in 
temper, in feelings and in spirit, he must be 
''a new creature in Christ Jesus." Sinner^ 
dost thou discredit this ? then thou art an un^- 
believer, making the word of God of no effect, 
through a lying understanding: then, m the 
very centre of divine mercies, in the full view 
of the pure river of the water of life, you must 
p^sh. '' By grace ye are saved through 
iaith ;" and where this is wanting, I know no- 
thing that will be accepted in the room of it. 
'^ He that believeth not, shall not see life ; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him." Like this 
high born infidel, you too shall understand 
what you have lost,^ and be a witness to the 
great realities of heaven ; they will pass before 
you, but for self-accusation^ and not for enjoy- 
ment*, the songs of the redeemed will declare 



OF HIS ElfEMlES. 



219 



to you bow full of bliss they are, but your own 
tongues will be mute, and your own hearts 
cast down and silent. Whilst ym are perish- 
ing, the bread of life will be thdr portion, and 
their home the very habitation of God. Poor 
unbeliever ! here is a blessing, but not for you ; 
what you might have possessed is for ever de* 
parted, the vision is but for a moment. '' Be* 
hold! thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but 
shalt not eat thereof/' 
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SERMON XIV. 



CHRIST THE REFINER OF HIS OWN JEWEI^. 

Malachi iii. 17. 

And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in 
that day when I make up my jewels. 

It has never been pretended by the writers of 
Scripture, whether prophets, or evangelists, or 
apostles, that the narrow way which leadeth ta 
life is not a thorny one. Had they said any 
thing to this effect, their own sufferings would 
have given a contradiction to their words; but 
we hear nothing of the kind. The cross was to 
be established in truth, and though the simple 
teaching of this doctrine became at length so 
grievoiis an offence to those who made their 
boasi in the law, that *^ P/zi// was grieved to the 
heart," «ittd asked them sorrowing, ** Am I be*- 
come your enemy because I tell you the truth V 
yet w^ find, from first to last, he preaches the 
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same gospel, and insists upon the same pre- 
cepts. His concern is not, how to please men 
of corrupt minds, who desire salvation upon their 
own terms, but how to honour God^ who has pro- 
vided salvation at all. He does not address him- 
self to flesh and blood, but to the awakened aouL 
His business is not to accommodate himself to 
this feeling or the other, but to point out the 
road as it actually is, that will bring the weary- 
to their rest; to show it in all its ruggedness, 
to conceal nothing, and then to beseech the 
traveller to set his face towards it. " Strive to 
enter in at the strait gate." '* We must, 
through much tribulation^ enter into the king- 
dom of heaven." My brethren ! every one, as 
an inheritor of corruption, has bis sorrow; but 
the Christian's cup is filled by Christ, .and is 
peculiarly his own. The troubles of au' un-* 
sanctified man are not those that have the 
power to penetrate deep into his. soul ; he feels 
them, but not " as poison that drinketh up the 
spirits;'' they can rob him of no comfort, for 
they come not near the seat of his happiness; 
But it is not so with the trials that immediately 
belong to one who is a child of adoption. He ia a 
rightems man» and for righteousness' sake be is 
persecuted. He is a serious man, and livetfa 
above the world, and the world hate th him. £or 
t\» reproof. He is still ^ cocrupt maa,.,aiid 
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cannot do the things that he wouU, and this 
keeps him in the garb of monnxing all the days 
itf bis life. Remembrance too is a bitter and 
pursuing enemy, and irvH at fimeii eraate a 
burthen for him even of thede skia thaft are 
past^ and for ever blotted out, and ^giveir. 
But what are a Christianas teard> flow they 
ever so freely ? or what are the deepest wounds 
that can be made m hi& sou)^ why every tear 
he sheds is considered before God? and fof 
every wound he gets one of Christ's healing 
promises, a sore blessing out of the covenant 
of grace. This is a parr of God's love to the 
chosen of hia heritage, to reveal to th^m ^ete 
what they shall be hereafter; not whgt tfteyaH^ 
to Boflfer a» eimers, but what tbey afti Cd pos^ 
sess as heirs of salvation. 

Such a promise of love is before ns. It k 
seen in the text, and the worda immediately 
before it: ''Then they that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another, and the Lord heark- 
ened and heard it, and a book of remembrance 
was written before him, for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought upon his name. 
And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, in that day when I make np^ i»y 
jewels.*' 

Prom this passage I shall take occasion, in 
ihejfirst place, to describe a Christian according 
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to the image that 13 here given of him as a Jewel 
of the Lord ; eecandfy, what sort of a day it will be 
to him, when the kingdom of Christ, wfaidi wag 
set up from everlasting, is came : and^ lastfy, 
whose property he will be in eternity. It is a true 
saying, that ** the Lord knoweth them that are 
hia ; " and though all evidence of it may be lost 
for a season, yet will they '^ be made willing in 
the day of his powen" ^* The Spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God." He 
searcheth man* The Spirit of life, that is in 
Christ Jesns> enters into the dead soul, and 
then the divine work is op^ily manifested. 
8ajDh a beix^ is likened to a precious jewel, a 
•toqe of gV6at {nrice ; and this similitude will 
bold good in the several situations i^nd cir4^mi* 
stances under which it i& found* 

The first remarkable thing to be noticed in 
the description of a jewel, is the place from 
whence it comes. It lies deep in a mine, 
without form or beauty, and occasionally it is 
so embedded in stone or in clay, that it needs 
a strong hand to make a complete and effec- 
tual separation. And it is out of the dost that 
man is taken ; he comes into the world, loving 
darkness rather than light, and having corrup*- 
tion hanging about his heart, with a perverse 
will^ a blind understanding, and all his affec* 
tions in bondage : and as tbe wide earth. 
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its multitude of temptations^ spreads itself out 
like a flatterer before him^ he seizes upon that 
which is most akin to his desires. He joins, 
perhaps, the company of those who, like B^ 
mas, cannot give up religion because their ow^ 
science is afraid, and will not give up the worUi, 
because their heart delights in it. Or perhaps 
he makes one of a generation of Qallios, who 
can listen with equal indifference to the.d^a* 
dation of man, the covenant of grace through 
the victory of the Lamb^ and the infinite per ^ 
fectioas of God, whose name possibly. appemi 
in the list of honourables and right honourableii 
for rearing the fabric of a church, whilst he 
shuts out Christ, the corner-stone of the tni9 
spiritual church altogether from his tfaoug^tsi 
Here is the jewel without a spark of hrightaeaA 
ta tell you what it is — embedded in stojoie or tn 
clay. t 

. Let us view it in its ^cond form» as it lies 
cast into a furnace of fire. This :is to try. ita 
properties, and to reduce it to a right state fo9 
the wQrkroan's hands. Here we see the Ghrkk 
tian brought for the first time under tbeiDf)ef^» 
tion of the Spirit of Might Hei is in.thie haudsi 
of God, p,nd now th^ season of preparatioli be*J 
gins indeed; a cloud seems to rise about him,, 
so full, so heavy^ as^ if it would ney^rbrtfaki 
again^ Whatever is the trial thftt wUl bps| 
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purify his soul, whether it is one to b^e^ up 
his path, or only to darken it, that very trial 
tile' Lord will send, not as he seiit a plslgne 
upon Egypt, to eat out the fatness of the land, 
but as a messenger of love to preserve it. It 
m!ay he that he permits death to bring bis irr^« 
«ifttible power against some loved one; in whoM 
our whole heart has been closely knit, ' and i» 
sink him^ by one sudden stroke like lead in the 
mighty waters. Or it may be that the assault 
is f ointed directly against ourselves, and we 
are^Qnade to linger upon the very confines of 
lifei to give time for the rod of a feather to be 
eateteised over us^ and for his all-conquering 
grace to set our feet upon a rock and to esta- 
blii^k our goings. It signifies little what sort ^ 
Ibel he employs to heat the furnace, if the^ri 
has but strength enough to melt down the 
hearts of the disobedient, and to turn them to 
the wisdom of the just. And when the work 
of the Lord has taken efiect, how does he deal 
with his rebellious child? instead of carrying 
oa his just judgments against him, and pursu^ 
iog l^m itito another state ; instead of dashing 
him to pieces like a potter^s vessel ; he shows 
him his own nfime written in the covenant df 
peace, ootipled with that of Jesus the peaces 
make^r ; ' and now the penitent, with the spirit 
of a' new mani comes out of God's purifying 

Q 
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foraace^ and finds^ to his unspeakable woader, 
that even at the time he was harbouring idols 
he was not fei^tten. This is graciously totd 
him^ and in a language that he can now under- 
stand : *^ Can a woman forget her sucking child, 
that die should not hai^ compassion on the 
son of her womb I yea, they may forget, but I 
will never forget thee." Here is the jewel 
purged of its dross and. purified* There is one 
other process necessary for its eompletion-^it 
has to pan through the hands of the polisher ; 
this is so important a part of the operation, tkat 
until it is done, and its hidden rays are thrown 
out, it oannot occapy a place in the King's 
crowuc 

Under this last form of a jewel in its hemtty^ 
I trace the sanctification of a sinner. At his 
first tnrning to the strong bold he was Justyied, 
he had no condemnation, for he was firm in 
Christ Jesua ; now he is to be sanctified, to let 
his light shine before men, to worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness* And will fr^it iBva- 
riably be gathered from* the tree that our Iih- 
manuel has planted ? Oh ! yes, my brethren ! 
as surely as the grass springs in the watered 
meadow, as certainly as the seed-time is fol- 
lowed by harvest. The apostle states the 
truth, both negatively and affirmatively: not 
only does he say, ** WhesoMer ia born of Gk>4> 
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dotb not commit sm/' butbe ad48, '' whosaeye? 
i» bom of God, Qvercometb the world/' Re-^ 
a^mber wb^t st boly, penetrating light playg 
round this man of God ; it pierces through t\^ 
thin dbguise of sin, and lays th(d deceiver bq.re ; 
it discovery ipnumerable hearts where it is 
reigning under the most plausible and subtle 
characters — covetousness, under the name of 
frugality; idolatry, under the name of affecr 
tion ; lukewarmness, under the name of sober- 
ness. And as this beacon-light warns him 
away from these quicksands, so does it act as 
a lamp unto his feet, showing him how to pre- 
sent both his body and bui soul a living sacrifice 
unto God. And this self-dedication is his hope^ it 
is ail his desire ; this> as a brand plucked out of 
the burning, he struggles vigorously tQ effect;. 
Amd now the Spirit of God moves upon the face 
of his soul, and lets him see what a property he 
has in the immense treasure of gospel riches. 
He need not hunger now, for he m^y take up- 
«paiingly of the bread of life; he need nqt 
thirst, for he 9l9y draw water out of the wells 
of salvaticm: he cries ^Qut of the depths," for the 
light of in^finite wif^om ; he adores the author 
of it. Mid then he pntises him. Love springs 
op in his bosom, aad joy enters ^ith it—'' a jpy 
unspeiakable md full of glory." He is aa ^ tree 
ipknted by the walecs, that sfureadath out her 

Q 2 
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ro6t8 by the river ; or rather, to keep up the 
image in the text, he is as a jasper or a sardine 
stone. This is the jewel with its value de- 
termined; once dim and unsightly, but now 
polished and shining^ and ready for its place 
amongst the precious things that belong to the 
diadem of God. 

I have to show, in the second place, what sort 
of a day it will be to him when the Lord of 
Hosts makes up these jewels. We know that the 
most tranquil day which the believer can enjoy 
upon earth, meets with some hindrances as it 
rolls along, enough at least to tell him,, that 
although he is heir to an exceeding great inhe- 
ritance, he is not yet in possession of it. But 
that day will be without clouds : here the enemy 
is suffered to be a tempter and a persecutor of 
the saints, there every gate • is closed against 
him ; here occasionally we lose our beloved, 
we seek him, but his track is nowhere to be 
found. In the full noontide of such a. day as 
this we grope in darkness, and at times even 
hope, that last refuge of the wretcUed; deserts 
us. But it is never so when the 'marriage 
covenant between Christ and believersis pub- 
licly solemnized in the high^ourt of- heaven; 
where he is, there shall we he>; because*^ 
reigns, we shall reign also: that sun will be 
ever shining, sin shall not deprive us of one of 
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bid beams^; that fountain wiH be ever sending 
puA his refreshing streams, and every one of 
them will be a dispenser of gladness. Oh ! that 
you would think more of Christ as the great 
covenant head^ and the vast concern that it is 
to ycMi to be joined to him in everlasting bonds. 
This solemn union is first ratified in secret, but 
it is made manifest in the sight of men. You 
cannot be ignorant whether you are abiding in 
him, and he in you ; whether you are receiving 
out of his fulness grace for grace. It is not 
possible that the soul can close with him, and 
yet be unco^iscions of suoh a deed^ Are there 
not, signs in the natural world which indicate 
the return and departure of the seasons ? they 
all bring with them decisive intelligence of what 
they are — the spring its blossoms, the summer 
its fruits, the winter wind and tempest : and so 
does the soul of man ; it carries along with it 
positive evidence of its own condition. liyou, 
my hearers, are so blind as to be unable to disr 
tanguish yours, others who have a clear vision 
can see and sorrow over it as they behold you, 
and tremble for your happiness in the day whea 
the Lord shall make up his jewels* 

But there is another aspect in which thdA 
day may be viewed. As the^r^^, of anetex;*- 
nal sabbath, it may be said to be the con^ 
tinuation of that spiritual service which the 
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believer, when he had only a clay-btfilt body, 
dfelighted to render unto his King. He is)M, 
no longer \^alk as he once did^ with a wMld 
that knew not Gbd, when ht had the ctfneUt^ 
rent testimony of the otnniscfent Spirit aiid bis 
own spirit, that he was a jewel of divine work* 
manship, removed out of a dunghill, and pur* 
chased for the d'own and glory of thie Kihg 6i 
kings. " Precious in the sight of the Lord iis 
both the life and death of hid sisiicttl^.'^ Skich & 
ttian enters at oncls upon the work thieit he 
loves ; he dies with a hymtt of praise on his 
lips ; he wakes with it at Ihe blast of the i^sun- 
Section trump, and rejoibes to find, When he 
falls ihto the Iratik of cbeilibim attd seraphhia, 
that it is the same song they sing in Zion t '* Ski* 
vation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ev^t and ever ; amen/' 
Can you realize, dear frierids, the soul ttielody, 
the spiritual activity, the never-we^ying ser- 
vice of an eternal Sabbath ? Alas ! dai^ I t)tt- 
lieve that the reality would be welcome to yo'ut 
hearts ? when my observation teachbs me thAl 
you fitid in the present sabbath a yoke that galh 
you, a labour that is not of love? Can you 
really suppose that one who has heard the 
quickening voice of Christ, could willingly for- 
sake him on the very day when, for our sakes, 
he robbed dealfh of its stiiig, and tht grave of 
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its vktwy ? Could one who had ever beheld 
(he beauty of the Lord» £iil to inquire after 
him in his holy teoiple ? Would it be possible, 
that a sinner really thirsting after God^ would 
be satisfied with a single attendance upon the 
{H'eac^ing of his word? Alasl I much fear 
that your souls are not athirst, that your desires 
lare not aseendingt or this deadnesA^ thds neu* 
trality fcould not be. Have you then a fitness 
lor the innumerable oompany of the first«born ? 
dan you lift up your heads, because the day- 
break of that sabbath is at hand, and your re- 
demptkxn draweth nigh? No, brethren! the 
work of praise and prayer must be your ele- 
jaettt^. before you will be aUe, as a child of 
ZiBn, to be joyfal in your King, or to find plea* 
4»ure in an exceeding and eternai weight of 
glory. In. that day, the refiner's fire will ruin 
the hopes of millions. Kings ai>d their sub- 
leetsy nobles and thehr dependants, will stand 
forwaod and declare themselires to be stones of 
{fraat worth: ^'Lovd, have we not prophesied 
in thy imme^ and in thy n^me done many won- 
'derful works?" And then will he sit as a 
purifier of slver, and expose their counterfeit 
appearance, and say unto them. Where is the 
king'^ Masige, his stamp, his inscription ? De- 
pact from me, " I never knew you." 
I.haveyetto speak upon the last paorticular 
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of the text^ aiid to consider whose property the 
GfaristiaA is in eternity. '' They shall be mine, 
saith the Lord, in that day when I mafce 
up my jewels/' All are dependent beings in 
Jehovah's kingdom ; and though one star may 
differ from another star in glory, eQch mores 
in its own orbit at the disposing w411 of God : 
it is only man that talks of his independence; 
a* white^robed saint, in his ransomed character, 
would not be independent of his Redeemer if 
he could ; he knows what he was before he exx* 
tered into the holiest by the blood > of Jesus^ 
how perfectly feeble and without strength; and 
he kiKsws what he would again be, if the springs 
of grace were to be turned away from him. 
The jewels of the Lord of Hosts are the exclu^ 
sive property of him who made them such, who 
bought them with a price, and then fadiioned 
tbem after bis own image. They are his ri§ffat 
as a sovereign ; and though it is a botmdlek 
rights in the exercise of which he will not admit 
arival, yet it is one that is never actedupoa 
but for the happiness of his people. How averse 
is L he to bring matters to an extremity with 
those who have committed iniquity: -^VHow 
Dhall I give thee up, O Ephraim?" The King^s 
band would be swift to destr^, if the. King's 
lieart did not melt within him« And in heaven 
it is the ;same as on earth ; his rule and autho- 
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rity ^ and claims undergo no change from the 
traiisitioti of a sirnier from one kingdom to an- 
other: it is true there is a difference, but it 
consists not in any abatement of his demands, 
but in reigning over a glorified and willing and 
obedient people. 

Again : they are his as ^ijlock. When '^ he 
calleth his own sheep by name, they follow 
himy for' they know his voice; and. a stranger 
will they not follow, but will flee from him, for 
they, know not the voice oi strangers.'^ He has 
but one flock^ though' for a season they are 
divided. i As. they become ready fibr. a higher 
fold, he does but. take down the fence, and 
remove them from one pasture, to another. 
They have a positive security even in this land 
of trouble, that nothing can separate them 
from the love of Christ; they neither think, nor 
hope, but' they./' know in whom they have be<- 
lieved." But open proclamation of their infinite 
happiness is not made until the great white 
throne is set,: and the sea and death and hell 
driver up their dead. ''' They shall be mine, 
Baith the Lord of Hosts^ in that diy.when^I 
make up my jewels." What a day of surprising 
realities, will that be to you, my believing 
friends, when you shall shine iorth in the king- 
dom of your Father ! Every portion of the veil 
will then be rent in twain; the Lord himself 
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will desoend ivith a sbont^ and the very arciies 
of faetyea shall re«edK> it The sounds you will 
first hear will be those of cheering oonsolatioti : 
'' Gather my ninta together unto me, thoee 
tiiat have made a covenant with me by sacri* 
fice." Oh ! how bright a constellation will yoa 
make with every head crowned ^ith glory, an 
innumerable company that no man can number 1 
And w&at a day of consternation will it be toycu^ 
who in all the years of a long life have been 
joined to idols, when you fiad that having 
passed as jewels in the worlds as men of 
science, or high in station, or increased in goods, 
that you are utterly rejected at the bar of judg- 
ment! How amazed will you be when the 
poor man, who is now slighted and despised 
iiecause he is poor, shall be lifted up into the 
Tanks of the blessed, ai^ yoisrselves be left 
to periifti! Oh, brethren! will you continue 
triflere in the sober contemplatbn of such a 
scene as this i Is it a trifling matter to die in 
ignorance, in honds, in darkness ; to be uncer- 
tain what you are, or whither you are going ? 
Is it a trifling matter to lose the only thing of 
^ue that you have — your soul ? Why will you 
be entangled in a net that is laid for your ever- 
lasting captivity ? As long as you ^ontinae to 
lay your foundation on the earth, you will have 
none in heaven ; as l<»ig as you go on to prefer 
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thills visible to things not seen^ temporal com- 
forts to spiritual blessings, however affection* 
ately we may desire your welfare, we cannot 
consider you as jewels of the Lord! 
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SERMON XV. 

CHRIST CONQUERING BY LOVE. 

Song of Solomok, ii. 4. 

He brought me into the banqueting house, and his 

banner over me was love. 

What a pure, rich, and inexhaustible mine of 
wealth is the Bible ! it has within itself enough 
to fill the most capacious vessels, milk for babes^ 
and strong meat for them that are able to bear 
it. Its separation from all that is unhallowed^ 
gives it a purity that nothing else on this side 
the grave possesses. Its ample promises are 
its riches> and the abundance of peace and joy 
which these have supplied to the saints of every 
generation, without any loss or diminution, 
show us, that though every heart should be 
filled with them to the very brim, they are not 
to be exhausted. 

But whilst I speak of the superlative excel* 
lence of the word of God as a whok^ I may 



CHRIST CONQUERING BY LOVE. 237 

observe, that certain portions of it diflTer from 
others, just so far as we note a di£ference in the 
several parts of the same river ; here it is forda* 
ble, there the current runs strong, and in a 
third place it is too deep for any but those 
who have made previous preparation to pass it. 
This allusion you may readily uiiderstand. 
Bring the truths of Scripture before ybu, and 
take a view of the writers that record them ; 
they are the safne truths, whether delivered by 
Moses under the law, or Paul under the gos- 
pel. But if they are literally described by the 
pen of owe, and proposed spiritually by the oMer, 
they will not be taken with the same ease into 
the mind. This evangelist "we comprihend, but 
that prophet perplexes us with -his depth of 
thotight : not that the authority of either is sha- 
ken by the peculiar way in which he expresses 
the will of God ; the doctrines of each are given 
by inispi ration ; these, the- Holy Ghost takes 
under his immediate charge; they are essentials, 
but he leaves it to the man himself to put them 
in whatever dress he will. In this way he di- 
rected the spirit of Solomon in the comipoaition 
of this divine song, ^sing him close to the sub- 
ject, the wonderful union of our Immanuel and 
his church, but leaving him to adorn it with that 
sort of imagery and language which would be 
most acceptable to hiii own mind. • • 
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ThvB I conceive to be one of the 4eepeBt 
parte of the river of Scripture : we may pass 
it, but it iQust be with cautiou ; it woiUd be 
hazardous to attempt it without a gui4e» But if 
any other thau % spiritual uaderstandiug should 
approach it as an object of curious speoulatiou, 
it would be at once driven, back by its own 
carnal imaginations; at the same time there 
are detached pas$ages'in this book, with i^uch 
a strength of expression in them, and such an 
intensity of feeling, that they are entitled to the 
Bpecial regard and consideration of all Who be^- 
lieve them to foe the sayings of a man of Grod. 
Such a paMage is the tejpt ; it tells us of sweet 
mercies> and of consolations, no where to be 
found but in cmmant securUies : it speftks the 
language of rapturous joy, wd of a settled expe^ 
rience. The images that are introduced are 
indeed no more than shadows ; but they are 
shadows which the believer knows how to 
prize, for in all of them he sees a strong outline 
which his faith fills up for hipi'-^the fulneas 
of the love of Christ that passeth knowledge : 
^^ He brai&ght me into the banqueting house^ and 
his banner over me was love." 

Theee words set forth the privileges that are 
most pcectous to the saints. I sh$^ll attempt 
to convince you that they deserve attentioa, 
by showing, in the/r^f place, bow tbe bttiquet- 
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tag house of SoIcmdou may be accommodated 
to the wants of the believer : secondly , what the 
ififluence is which leads him into it : and lastly, 
the pisrpose of the banner which is to be set up 
owf his head, when an entrance has been 
ministered unto him* 

Who has not heard of the wisdom of Solomon, 
wherein he excelled the wisdom of all the 
children of the east? ^' for he spake of beasts, 
of fowls, and of creeping things, of fishes, and 
aJfio of trees> from the cedar tree that is in Leba** 
oon, even unto the hyssop that springeth out of 
the wall." But though he spake of the things 
of God, it is remarkable that he is not said to 
speak of God himself, either in his fMffesty or 
his Isng-^uffering, his gsodmss or his prwidence : 
this, therefore, 1 take to be rather profound intel^ 
lectual wisdom, which gave htm a distinction 
above the kings of the earth, than that which 
opene to us the mysteries of the soul. But 
when a gift of higher prke was east into his 
lap, then he spoke not as a king of Israel, but 
as a king and a priest tf God. When ha was 
clothed in righteousness he could apeak raptu* 
rously of the day of Christ, of him whom he 
had never seen, but whom his heart could re- 
joice in, as its strength, and glory, and groat 
salvation. As Solomon, the greatest of prtnces, 
be had been made fiimiliar with feaste, and 
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banners of royalty; but he knew them in a 
better and a higher sense^ as Solomon walkii^ 
like a little child before the Lord, and. looking 
for a more excellent inheritance in the heavens : 
in this character the deKgbts of true religion 
seem to open upon him, and . when he ]:ooks< for 
some appropriate image to express them, his 
own banqueting house is the object that he 
takes. This material and earthly building, 
mrhere the soul takes its ease, eats, drinks, and 
is merry, is in every way suitable to represent 
the Lord's sanctuary, where all that is refresh- 
i,g<„.ddes«bleU.o be h«l. where a.ep«^ 
of God come together, not in fleshly wisdiom, 
but in godly simplicity ; where they are abund- 
antly satisfied with good thingjs, and are. taught 
the right way to the city of habitation. 

Let us trace out the comparison. And as we 
proceed, may the scales fall from our eyes, .tha( 
we may discern the Lord spiritually, and be 
^^ changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord I" ; 

JFi'r^r^, . then, L shall consider, the banqueting 
house, in its most general sense, as one of fea^t* 
img. Here the man whose god is his belly« 
and who fancies, himself rich i|i. proportion to 
tb? means he possesses for self indulgencer-bens 
he^ pronpunces what he is, and y^em histtrea** 
sure lies ; he may. not have a reiish, fqt any 
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enjoyments but those of sense ; he nlay have 
been nurtured into this sickly habit from child- 
hood; what then? this early ripening of a sinful, 
fro ward child, this depravity of taste, far from 
giving a cloke to the sin is only a more certain 
proof of the depravity of the heart. But if he 
be only a child of vanity, and not a sensualist, 
this is a place where his soul is exposed as it 
^ere to the heat of the furnace ; it can send 
out its affections to feed upon husks, and falls 
insensibly into one of the streams of creature 
comforts that are floating about him. And 
what shall I say of the banqueting house of 
t*T6stry travellers ? of those whom the storm hias 
driven into it as sheep into a fold ? why^ that 
this ^/^ is a house of feasting; and to-day is 
the feast day appointed of the Lord, a feast for 
all who are hungering after righteousness, Who 
have tried the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life, and found no satisfy- 
ing portion in any one of them. Blessed be 
the King's Soti that has provided such a txiar^ 
liage supper! and blessed are they who are 
chosen to partake of it : for, alas } not all whd 
have come hither, are 'nourished by the food 
that the sanctuary ofl^ers ; they are not all ISrad, 
that are of the house of Israel ; neither beeanse 
they may be the seed of Christian worshippjers'j' 
ara tbfey alt children df the {irdmise ; e:^tf 

R 
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hearer is not a doer of the word ; and we have 
no right to form any expectations of the kind, 
for Ood^s word assures us that the flower is not 
foundupon the withering stalk, nor summer fruits 
upon dry and sapless trees. Do you bid me 
show you where this feast is spread, which you 
say your own eyes cannot perceive ? I answer 
with John, ^* Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world." I tell you 
in the very words of Jesus, wha in the last day, 
that great day of the feast, stood and cried, 
'' If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink;" ''He that believeth on me, as the 
Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water." Your want of faith has 
blinded you to the sufficiency of such a promise. 
If you ar« not revived by it, who is to blame % 
Not the cordial, which is as nourishing as ever, 
but the patient that has no taste, no desire for 
it; the fault lies in your own hearts^ which are 
famiished in the midst of abundanoe^ in your- 
selves, who have never been made partakers of 
the divine nature, and so are unfit for a parti- 
cipation of a heavenly banquet. It cannot b^ 
in the covenant, for that takes in all believers, 
from the beginning to the end of time. It can- 
not be in Ohrist^ '' for he that hath the Son, 
hath life." Oh no ! thei sinner is the empty 
vessel ; b^t lat him be changed^ be filled^ be 
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sanctified, and he will find the baciquetiiig house 
of the believer to be one of rich aqd encouraging 
enjoyment. 

But, secondly, this is the banqueting house 
of a King^ and there he meets those who have 
the peculiar honour of being the King's friends ; 
the Sovereign comes down from, his throne, 
and speaks graciously to the nobles of the 
land, an^ <sucb condescension has the Lord of 
Hosts) ; :0& every Sabbath he conges in to see 
thiQ 'giii^sts, and his looks are gracious towards 
thofS^ who have put on the wedding-^rment, 
and he proclaims himself a Giod delighting in 
mercy, opening a way for the rebellious, with* 
out variableness or shadow of turning. 

I trust, amo^gsjt you» my brethreij, there are 
friends of the King of glory. Let not this name, 
that couples the creature with his Lord, startle 
you ; it is not my presumption that has done it^ 
but Christ's love; "Henceforth," said he, to 
those who followed him, '^ I call you not ser- 
vants, for the servant knoweth not what bis 
lord doeth, but I have called you ftiettds, for 
all things that I have heard of my Father, I 
have made known unto you." Let me describe 
these favoured ones, who have the law of God 
written in their hearts. 

FirMy they are tuell clothed. Thi^ is an inward 
adorning ; " th^ir qlothing is of wrought gold/' 

R 2 
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Job has expressed the meaning of it^ ''I put on 
righteousness, and it clothed me." Who would 
not get such a garment, at the cost even of a 
right hand, or a right eye, when he has ascer- 
tained from the great giver of it, that neither 
moth nor rust can touch it, that it is the garment 
of salvation. With this robe you possess a 
meetness for heaven, not a claim, but a qualificff- 
turn ; you wear no longer the rags of a beggar, 
but the dress of an heir, your dress is not your 
inheritance, nor your title to it, but it gives the 
heir a distinction which his birth-right requires. 
Again : the King's friends hold no intercourse 
with his enemies ; a man who would pretend to 
serve two masters would be a traitor, and not 
a friend; ^nd yet what a fearful number of 
these double dealers there are^ who pass directly 
from the bosom of the world, into the courts 
of the Lord's house ; who come into the King's 
presence, bringing with them a few hollow pro- 
fessions, but having their hearts left behind 
them, in the keeping of that same world, and 
to which they have secretly determined to re- 
turn, when the King dismisses them. Have I 
not stated that, which some of you have pro- 
posed to yourselves to day ? have I not fairly 
stated your heart's desire — ^your heart's intention ? 
and will not the frivolity, and the pleasures, and 
the conversation of the world, (if God does 
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not to-day work mightily upon your souls and 
uiadeceive them) be as much a matter of in« 
terest to you to-morrow, as they have been 
hitherto 1 If there is any force in this question, 
then, the command of God to his servant Moses, 
may with peculiar propriety be accommodated 
to you : to him it was said, ** Put off thy shoes 
from off thy feet ;" to you he says, " put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes, 
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, for tfaie 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground." 
This do, and the house of prayer, wherein 
perhaps we have been wont to meet without 
any consciousness either of consolation or. de- 
light, may become a banqueting house of great 
joy, filled with the special presence of God. 

I proceed, in the second place, to speak of the 
particular influence which encourages all awaken- 
ed souls to enter in, and share the fulness of 
God. The motives that incline our congrega- 
tions to this duty, are as difficult to analyse, as 
the hidden features of their minds ; and I am 
afraid, were we to sift them, we should find 
that they had no soundness at the bottom, and 
that all our lives we had been suffering our* 
selves to be led by them, as by cords of ta^iity. 
We would conform to national and estabisshed 
custom, here is a leading motive; we would set 
ao esample to our families^ ImveA^ Jtm^her 
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motive ; we would satisfy conscience at the ex* 
pense of a task, here is a third; have you been 
drawn hither by the^r^ of these? then are 
you mere creatores of habit, and nothing else, 
and diere is great cause for uneasiness, lest the 
love of God should not be ui you. Are you 
found here for no better reason than t6 produce 
a pattern of imitatioD for others ? then the prin- 
ciple tiiat brings you here, is not the principle 
that carries the Christian to his Saviour, the 
wretched to a physician, or a sirmer to Christ; 
and, lastly, are we come to that work which 
the caradly-midded call a weariness ? How is 
such a labour to be made available for pro- 
fit? How is the soul to be strengthened by that 
which wearies it, or to be lifted up into the 
pure and holy regions, with a weight heavier 
than lead attached to it ? These are ocMnmon 
motives ; they maybe recognized as those which 
you have felt to be influential on this, and on 
almost every other sabbath that you caa re« 
member ; but these are as unlike Ihe motives 
that constrain the true flock to press into the 
fold, as the sun's beams are to midnight shadows. 
FoK, my brethren, appear in the banqueting 
house, and this declaration I address to those 
whose consciences testify that they ^r« the men; 
you appear here^ because your every-day occu- 
pations are at a stand, and you have little else 
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to do ; but they who love the Lord, feel that 
their principal business is with him; th^ir souls' 
interest is of far more consequence than the 
petty dealings that they carry on \^ith man. 
You are prompted for decency's sake, to join 
with your fellow-citizens in the language of 
praise, but the believer flies to prayer for his 
soul's sake; you are influenced to this duty, be** 
cause you think it decorous, he engages in it 
because he finds it needful ; nay more, he as- 
cribes the influence, that produces both the de- 
sire. to pray and the act of praise itself, to th^ 
grace of Jesus : '' He brought me to the ban* 
queting house," not by constraint, but willingly . 
Thf^re is, we know^ a kind of stern command<» 
ing force which is exercised by man ; it is thai 
which fastens down a criminal to the dungeon, 
and then lifts him out by compulsion to pay the 
wages of his sin. But such is not the force that 
unlocks the understanding, and melts down tbe 
heart. It is precisely similar to that which 
Jesus ex;eroised upon Zaccheus, . when he said 
unto him, ** Make haste and come down, for to- 
day I must abide in thy house y and he made 
haste and came down, and received him Joy 
/uUy:'' it was the attraction <^ love; and althoiigh 
it had no chain of iron^ it was strong enough to 
draw sxitii^eiieving soul into the new and living 
way, and a publican from the receipt of custom. 
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There is both a general and individual vrock 
that is perfected by these very means. It was 
thosL God dealt with Israel : ** And Moses said 
unto the people, remember this day^ in which 
ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage, for by strength of hand the Lord 
brmgJU you out from this place;'' the task* 
masters would have been too strong for them, 
but for that one almighty hand, which was more 
than a matoh for Pharaoh and all his host. And 
whenever the rod of mercy is to smite * some 
rebellious heart ; whenever ** one of a city, or 
two of a family," are to be shown the way of 
salvation more perfectly, the choice is not left 
to their natural inclinations, for these would be 
everlasting hindrances ; let them alone — and 
they would loiter for ever in the plains of the 
burning city. But the Spirit is too merciful to 
let them alone, when the arrows of danger are 
so close upon them ; like Lot, they are taken by 
the hand ; like some of ygu, who have been 
satisfied to-day, as with marrow and fetoess, 
tbey are brought out of a desert, which Ima 
never tasted the dews of heaven, into this baui^ 
quettng house, where the King is ever ready 
to receive his - guests, and where I trust some 
heart, from the very hearers that are present, 
may have been so tuned to his praise, that ife 
shall sing tiie new song in eternity. Pray for 
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a more full revelation of Christ as the captaiil 
and leader of his people ; in this character he 
has a most conspicuous love ; he encourages 
them with his voice, and they foUaw ; he feeds 
his flock like a shepherd, and ^' gently leads 
those that are with young.'' 

But I am to consider, in the last place, for 
what purpose a banner is to be set up over every 
disciple of Jesus that enters in : ''He brought 
me into the banqueting house, and his banner 
over me was love." It must be remembered, 
that in ail the tenderness of mercy^ the Lord^ 
Christ maintains the dignity of a king ; the 
fruits of all his victories, he graciously makes 
over to them that love him, he withholds neither 
immortality nor life ; but the glory of them he 
reserves as his own. Thus, when he brings 
some ransomed captive, some child of his pro-* 
vidence into his church, he fixes a banner over 
his head, that he may have a perpetual me* 
mortal before his eyes, that it was the Lard 
who conquered, and the Lord who bought him. 
Now this banner carries an inscription upon it> 
which, though it consists but of one single word, 
gives , us a knowledge that the whole book of 
nature could not supply ; it shows us, direUly, 
the instrument of all the conquests of Christy 
and, indirectly, the sort of enemy that he over-> 
comeSi The name of the instrument is not to 
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be separated from the conqueror ; it id worked 
into bis very banner of triumph*-r-it i& im. 
With this one weapon be has effected more in 
the way of subduing armies of rebels, and so 
making peace, than all the carnal weapons that 
men ever used for establishing or overthrowing 
kingdoms. 

When the author of this book is describing 
jealousy y he speaks of it as being cruel as the 
grave ; but of divine love, he says, that it is strong 
^s death. ** I have loved thee with an everlast- 
ing love ;" here is a witness to the truth of it; 
nay^ out of the Bible may be gathered a cloud 
of witnesses. But every believer is a living wit- 
ness; and he has the experience in himself of 
what love can produce out of a blind, and weak, 
and presumptuous mind : his blindness is gose, 
and with the bright light that has been given 
him, he can see far into the kingdom of grace ; 
his weakness keeps him no longer the last in 
the race : he runs, and is not weary ; he mounts 
higher than an eagle, and he h&s strength for 
the longest journey; and as to his presumption, 
he has thrown it off as a filthy garment^ and 
now he stands forth clothed with humility. 

James and John would have had their mas- 
ter try another weapon than that of love, i?vhen 
the Samaritans did not receive him into their 
villages : '' Lord, wilt thou that we command 
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fire to come down from heavejiy and consume 
them ? but he turned and rebuked them, and 
said, " Ye know not what manner of spirit ye 
are of." Whilst cruel men were whetting their 
swords to »lay him, he wa« weeping over their 
guilt and impenitence of heart ; whilst they 
were persecuting him unto death, he was be- 
queathing their naked souls to the care of his 
disciples : ** Go ye and preach the gospel among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem'' This is 
evidence of the long-suffering, and matchless 
compassion of Jestis, who sought not his own 
glory in his acts of grace, but only the eternal 
freedom of man. 

But before you will see the death of sin, and . 
the fruits of righteousness, his love must be 
brougtit into immediate collision with the heart. 
This is the enemy who, from the foundation of 
the world, has yielded only to this invisible 
power. Prophets have spoken to it, ambas- 
sadors have reasoned with it, yet not one spark 
has been driven out of the flint. But of all the 
ten thousand times ten thousand hearts that 
the tender hand of a Saviour has effectually 
touched^ he has lo^ none; they have all cast 
themselves into mourning, they have all one 
spirit and one language — ** Lord, what shall I 
do t6 be saved?" *' Be gracious, for I have sin- 
ned against thee ; coni^ider my complaint, for I 
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am brought very low." These are the words 
of submission, and the effects follow ; they cut 
the cords with which the world has entangled 
them ; they flee from the lusts with which the 
flesh has tempted them ; and when the devil 
offers his usual blandishments to their senses^ 
they fall down before God in prayer, and cry, 
Abba Father 1 Here is the triumph of the Lamb 
of God — the Lord who has died, and is risen ! 
Here are the true nobles in the banqueting 
house ! and the banner over them is love ! and 
here is the rejoicing of those who have come out 
ojTgreat tribulation, and are ready for their second 
translation into a glory that fadeth not away. 
My friends, there is not. one in that kingdom 
of conquerors, who has not passed under the 
rod of Jesus ; there is not one^ who now reigns 
in blessedness, that did not first suffer with 
him in the sorrows of life. Have you a quali* 
fication to be where they are 1 \{ he has nat 
triumphed^ your enmity is not subdued. In- 
qu^tie^ then, a(t once into the state of your hearts; 
ascertain what they are, and to whom they be- 
long; atid if the evidence be against you^ turn 
to the altw with weeping and supplication^ 
a£Xid go^ not thence, until the Lord has spoken 
^dmfcrtabJy to yon out of his secret place,, and 
"forifiren you even to the uttermost £arthing^« . 
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SERMON XVI. 

CHRIST THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 

Isaiah xi. 6, 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the 
calf and the young lion, and the falling toge- 
ther, and a little child shall lead them^ 

There are three distinct prophecies announced 
to us in this chapter : one relating to the resto- 
ration of Israel, another to the birth of Christ, 
and a third, which I propose to consider to*day^ 
describes that with great force and accuracy the 
influence that his coming would produce upon 
the characters of men. The events that are 
here foretold, have oeMsionally been confoun<l- 
ed in the mind, and considered as belonging 
to one and the same period of time, namely, 
the millenial kingdom of Christ. But upon a 
careful examination of the different passages 
which make up the prophecies, I think it is 
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abundantly clear^ that that only which directs 
us to the gathering in of the dispersed of Judah, 
can be referred to the glorious times, when there 
shall be no church but the church triumphant ; 
when the conquering Jesus shall lift up his 
standard of victory, that great covenant pledge, 
which shall stand for ever as an ensign for the 
people. The connexion between the other 
circumstances, prophetically introduced to us in 
this same portion of scripture^ is so close and 
unbroken, that I do not see how it is possible 
to divide them, or to place one at that early 
age, when Christianity was yet but an infant, 
and the other at the more remote age, when 
it will have grown up to the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ. For observe how the prophet 
enters upon his subject^ and leads us on, with- 
out interruption, from the Messiah himself, to 
the chars^cter of his redeemed : '' And there 
shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse^ 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots^ and 
the Spirit of the Lo^rd shall rest upon him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, ||(|e spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lorcf, and shall make him 
of qyick understanding, in the fear of the Lord ; 
and he shall not judge after the sight of his eye8> 
neither reprove after the hearing of his ears ; 
but with righteousness shall he judge the poor. 
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and reprove with equity for the meek of the 
earth : and he shall smite the earth with the rod 
of his mouthy and with the breath of his lips 
shall he slay the wicked, and righteousness shall 
be the girdle of his loin$, and faithfulness the 
girdle of his reins/' Here he closes his cata* 
logue of the perfections of Christ, as a rod of 
the stem of Jesse ; and then he proceeds im- 
mediately to speak of those who were to come 
under the influence of the same spirit, whom 
he would gather into his. church, from the four 
corners of the earth, in all the generations of 
time. " The wolf also*' — remark the connecting 
link — *' the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; 
and the calf and the young lion amd the fatling 
together; and a little child shall lead them/' 
These words will enable me, in the jfirat 
place, to give you the scripture test of a really 
reg^nerat^ Christian ; . and secondbf, to make 
that improvemont of the subject which is called 
for ir(HXi one so full of important consequences 

as this. 

The substance of the prophecy is, to declare, 
generally^ ^hat were to be the evidences of 
Christ's kingdom under the gospel ; and the 
miraculous change, which that dispensation of 
mercy was to exhibit^ is shadowed out under 
the similitude of beasts, and those of the wildest 
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and most ferocious nature ; and this is done 
with a view of showing that there is no soul, 
however poUtrted, that may not be purified hi 
a fountain of blood ; no bosom, however mad^ 
dened with passion, that may not be melted 
down into a bosom of love. The first effect of 
gospel power upon the heart, appears in its 
yielding to God the peaceable fruits of righte- 
ousness ; this is manifest in a change of the af- 
Jketitms. To illustrate this part of his subject; 
the prophet introduces an animal, that abtove 
all others has cruelty and deceit engrained \xt 
its nature, so changed, so subdued by a power 
superior to its own, as not only to susjjend alf 
its former propensities, but to exercise others, 
which were the very opposite to those thai it 
greedily and closely followed. Iht^, O man f 
thou mayest see in the ravenoui^ wolf, a just 
image, and a most faithful representation of 
what thou art in the wild disart of nature, 
whilst alienated from God by wicked Works. 

His nature is not more unmanacreable thian 
outs, my brethren, whilst we have fellowship' 
with the unfruitful works of darkness; and you 
may form some judgment of the revolution of 
character that is necessary for frahsforiiiing us 
into the children of God, when he fixes upon 
the most tyrannical tenant of the Woods/ aiid 

• 

brings him under our notice, unchanged indeed 



CHRIST THE PRTKCE OF PBACE. 2S7 

in form and appearance, but with all the violence 
of his nature gone.. Until we can offer proofii 
of a renewed spirit, as conclusive and convioGiof 
as these, until the law of God, and the Ufis of 
God, and the love of God^ are engraven in the 
heart by the finger of the Holy Ghost, we are 
npt free from the law of ain and death ; for were 
we really and effectually led by the Spirit; w^ 
should not fulfil the lusts of the flesh ; for that 
very grace of God, which frees us from the law 
as a covenant, would bind tis to it as a rule of 
obedience* 

And let me remind you, that my argument is 
hot ip the remotest degree affected by the cir^ 
cumstance of your being persons of what isusual-^ 
ly called an even temper ; there niay be as much 
heat in a confined furnace, which is completing 
its operations silently, as in that which is exposed 
to the action of the air, and sends out its flames 
uncontrolled. The enmity of Jiidas was not to 
be understood by any bitterness of his tongue^ 
or la any daring act of licentiousness; for^e is 
s^id by Davi4> when he personates Ghrist> ''To 
be mine own familiar friend whom I trusted*? 
He threw himself into this disguise, that ^he 
might more readily '' lift up his heel, against 
hitn." He differed only in this,, from, otb^p 
rebels, that thekrs was the sin of an open, eoiemyfi 
ajp^d :his ttbe rebeUioa of an bypporita/i thf^y^f 

s 
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had each their way of crucifying the Lord of 
Glory, but the offence was the same. Tfaie 
evil thoughts are lodged, alas ! so deep in the 
soul, that many a hearer who can talk fluently 
of his Bible, and with a show of pity weigti 
his brother's faults in his own balance, woukl, 
if he himself were weighed, be found no more in 
substance, than a cloud that rises like a moun- 
tain and then vanishes away, and of no more 
value than the broken cistern which is handled, 
and tried, and will hold no water. 

Again, this change in the affections, if it be 
built upon a right foundation, will be exempli- 
fied in a change of conduct. The anointing of 
the Spirit will be like the '* precious ointment 
upon the head, that ran down unto the beard, 
even unto Aaron's beard, and went down to the 
skirts of his clothing," and this will chiefly 
appear in love towards the children of God. 
*^The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb.'* 
When the psalmist was brought up out of the 
dust, his desire was to seek out those who, like 
himself, had taken ** the cup of salvation, '^ and 
called upon the name of the Lord : '' I am a 
companion of them that fear thee, and of them 
that keep thy precepts. If we are sealed^ my 
friends, with the Holy Spirit of promise, we 
shall not take the measurement of our religion, 
and say that it shall be only ^o high and ^ 
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broad; it will not be possible for us to make 
long pauses in a work where Jesus takes us by 
the hand ; for so judiciously does he form the 
very path for our feet, and so graciously does 
he sweeten every commanded duty» that we ran 
to it, as to an obedience of love» to a light bur- 
den, and to an easy yoke. 

The same grace that turned the zeal of per- 
secuting Saul, and made it flow, not as before, 
whien all that it touched it tainted, but to glad- 
den the wilderness and the solitary place. That 
grace gave a bias also to his love. The band 
of mystical communion which attached him to 
the head, ran on in an unbroken chain, and 
bound him also to the members. He could 
not commune with Jesus, without communing 
also with those that loved Jesus. And here 
the Christian acts upon the very principle that 
influences the man of business. You may see 
the buyer and the seller in the mart of merchan- 
dise; here they meet and communicate upon 
their gains and losses, the failure of one enter- 
prise, and the success of another; here they 
lament over shipwrecked vessels, deeply laden 
with the good things of life, and rejoice over 
those that have brought their burden into port 
safely. And the communications of Christian 
brethren is to this end, that they may *' rejoice 
-with them that do rejoice, and weep with them 

s2 
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that weep ;" that they may compare their 
hearts and lives with the holy and spotless law 
of God, and judge from each other's experience 
what sort of hold they possess in the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ Their treasure is, indeed, 
in common ; but it is one of the best proofs of 
their being in unity with Christ, that they can 
love those who are sanctified by faith in him. 
The heart of the unawakened knows no such 
feeling as this; his friendship is with the 
world; he puts no value upon the Sun of 
Righteousness ; he does not listen to him, as to 
the voice of his beloved ; and, therefore, vve 
cannot wonder that the reflected brightness, 
which passes from the Lord to the Lord's peo^ 
pie, should be despised and rejected. 

Such is the constraining efficacy of the gos- 
pel light, when its rays are applied to drive 
away darkness from the soul, that not only does 
he glory in his new relation to Christ, but in 
the privilege that that relation gives him of 
taking his place amongst the holy, self-denying 
disciples that he once despised : not only, does 
the wolf dwell with the lamb, biit the leopard 
lies down with the kid. There is a tenderness in 
this latter expression which implies more than 
habitual intercourse, or a mere preference for 
the people of God ; it denotes a constancy of 
i^ection, a willingness, at all hazards, to be a 
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fellow-helper with them iu the Lord^s work. 
The cross of Christ is the great centre of attrac- 
tion with those who have been taught to know 
that there he redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us ; that there 
he finished his contract of mercy with the 
Father, bringing in glory to God in the highest^ 
and to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, holy and 
without blemish. It has the effect of drawing 
together men out of every nation under heaven 
into the bonds of brotherhood ; they seem to 
forget national prejudices and local distinc- 
tions; they only reme^nber that they are the 
children of God in Christ Jesus, and that under 
the shadow of this high privilege they may 
freely discourse in their own tongues of the 
wonderful works of God. 

It is argued by the apostle, in his Epistle to 
the Corinthians, that there is no schism in the 
natural body, but that all the members have 
the same care for one another ; and so it is in 
the mystical body of Christ, " If one member 
suffers, all the members suffer with it ; or if on^ 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice 
with it." If your hopes, my brethren, were 
founded upon this basis of eternal glory ; if you 
had been admitted into the sanctuary, and there 
seen the root and cause of all peace with God, 
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the purity of his holiness, and the perfection of 
his righteousness, you could not contentedly 
live out of that happy region ; your eye would 
be on it^ and your soul would be athirst after it, 
even amidst the cares and entanglements of this 
mortal life. It was not tribulation, nor famine, 
nor ihe tears of relatives, nor the persecution 
of foes, that could check the disciples from 
preaching Christ crucified ; none of these things 
moved them from taking their share in the 
burden and heat of the day ; they would not 
part with their interest in the sufferings of 
Christ, for thereunto they were called. See 
what a wearisome way they have travelled! 
See how they dealt with their opposers : ** Being 
reviled, we bless ; being persecuted, we suffer 
it; being defamed, we entreat:" and yet the 
time was, that they themselves were borne down 
by the flood of unbelief, and refused to set their 
seal to the record that God gave of his Son. 
The god of this world kept guard over the heart 
of Paul, and took away with subtlety out of the 
bosom of Peter, courage and truth and faith, 
the best privileges of the believer. Once they 
could pass by the blood of the covenant, the 
door of access to salvation ; they could join in 
rebellion against the majesty of heaven, and 
become confederate with the powers of dark- 
less : but now they yield to every precept of 
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Jiis, a sw?«t acquiescence of will ; " The wolf 
dwells witb the lamb^ and the leopard lies down 
with the kid.'' 

But the text holds out a third consideration; 
and thus affords another satisfying. evidence to 
the sinner, as to whether his faith has fastened 
.upon Christ ; for behold the prophet joins ** the 
calf and the young lion and the fatling toge- 
ther;" and makes known, in the spirit of pre- 
science, that ** a little child shall lead them." 
Here we come to the most lovely part — the 
corner-stone of the believer's character; and he 
requires to be well known before he can ven- 
ture to say he is possessed of it. My zeal 
may urge me to defend my religious opinions, 
and my zeal may be mistaken for Christian 
demotion ; my 'prudence will warn me to shun the 
company of the wicked, and my prudence may 
have the name of wisdom ; a deference for con- 
sistency will bring my feet into the courts of the 
Lord^ and I may be looked upon as a faithful 
worshipper ; but before I shall consent to strip 
my soul of its darling righteousness, and to 
present myself before God's throne, with no 
other ornaments than those of a teachable and 
humble mind, I must be taught of God. This 
I conceive to be a spirit that cannot be mis- 
taken ; it is, if I may so speak, almost the per- 
fection of an earthly Christian, and hence the 



fil^iUspGe^of it fcpm so ousy of otirooDgregriitioiis. 
.J^Qt only is the BimpliQity of thb giHspel as little 
relished ia parts of this civilised kingdom;- as it 
WHS .at Athens, or at Ephesus^ when Paal 
preached it> but often, ta get a bearing at All, it 
must be set off with the beauties of knagesy 
.and the. charms of eloqueooe.: A little child, 
my brethren, could not avail himself of these 
artificial props ; and yet whenever we are rooted 
and built up in Christ, a little child will lead 
ns. We may, indeed* learn at the feet of some 
jjlamaliel that wisdom whioh isadmiredof nl^fiy 
but it is by the foolishness of preaching use 
most become wise unto salvation. The ;gf and 
i^ror that prevails in the hearers of the word^is 
ihejr confounding together things natural and 
spiritual, the light of reason and theJightof 
revelation. They make no distinctioo between 
philosophy^ which is attainable bythe one; and 
religious knowledge, which is discernible only 
by the other* They fancy that the same mcaos 
are to be employed to produce these several 
^ods ; whereas, what the force of intellect 
achieves single handed in phiiosophy, is only to 
be done by the simplicity of &ith^ under the 
teaching iQf Godj^ in reUgion^ 

Christians 1 it is the breath of the Spirit 
a^ne, that must dissolve these douds of igi^o^ 
reduce ; and when they are so scattered, that the 
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ayB faaiar? room to surrey all the providences of 
;God, then the heart of the mnner \Al\ leap over 
its strong batteries of pride atid presamptidn, 
and a little child may lead him. Such are the 
^ truths that the prophet has written for our in- 
^trqction. I have now to draw a few inferences 
from what has been said, and to make a brief 
improvemeBt of the subject. 

And jfirst, if meekness and love, and simpli- 
city and docility of mind are indeed the fruits 
that must flourish in the kingdom of Christ, 
,what awful trmes are these we live in ! They 
si?e, it is tFue,i cRicaverable, but in what proportion 
lo the wild grape of the wilderness ! The 
apf>earance is like ''the shaking of an olive 
tree^ when the vintage is done — ^two or three 
berries on the top of the uppermost bough/four 
or five in the outmost fruitful branches thereof/' 
What is. your thought in this matter t that the 
b^nd of Jesos is under your head, and that his 
bantt^ over you is love 1 — oh ! remember that 
you are only elect; through sanctification of the 
Spirit, and this consistis, not in the mere check- 
iog corruption and rooting out ev)I from its 
secret places, but in creating a garden, - in- 
fencing, and watering, and storing it for the 
Lord, and he that is planted there a holy seed, 
expresses what he is by his fruits; and they 
are of that fragrant and peculiar nature, that 
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the believer's eye will recognize them at. a 
glance. Yoa know their qualities, they have 
been described to you to-day ; bring them 
near to your consciences for close examination, 
and judge how far they correspond with ' those 
that you are bringing forth in your daily walk 
and conversation. 

Again ; if these fruits, even in their present 
scant measure, are signs of the latter days, then 
is there reason for increased watchfulness, for 
the harvest is at hatid. Do you fancy this to be 
impossible, because the in-gathering of the bar* 
vest would be small ? The estimate of Christ's 
sheep must not be taken on the number of those 
who walk with Jesus at any one period of his 
church; he has had a people ever since the 
world was founded; and if at this hour the 
graves and the sea were to give up their dead» 
there would be an ascent to glory of '' a great 
multitude that no man could number." What 
sort of reflection do you bestow, my friends, on 
such a solemn event as this ? are you consider- 
ing that the earth is getting ripe for judgment ? 
are you looking out for the reapers to thrust 
in their sickle? Oh! how widely does the 
watchfulness of a disciple differ from that of a 
professor ! the weapons of his warfare are not 
carnal, he fights with those spiritual ones which 
are provided of God. He does not begin to 
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place a light in his watch-lower when the 
enemy has forced the city, but he keeps it 
always burning, that whether he comes at cock- 
crowing or at midnight, he may find the servant 
of the Lord ready. And whilst he sets his hands 
to the work, his faith is in lively exercise ; every 
step he moves is in dependence upon the strength 
of his salvation, for he has been taught, that 
** except tLe Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain." 

In conclusion: if all within the soul is to 
undergo a transformation as complete as that 
represented in the text, in what light are we to 
view our mvn ? by what act can we identify 
ourselves with Christ ? Can we remember the 
time and the prayer, when we communed sweet- 
ly with him upon his holy hill of Zion ? can we 
embrace these comfortable words as a feast of 
fat things, for hungry souls ? The Lord taketh 
pleasure in his people, he will beautify the meek 
with salvation. "I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them, and I will be to them a Father, 
and they shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord God Almighty. " He who convinceth 
the understandings and searcheth the spirit, 
will throw his own light upon these questions. 
You may resolve them by a reference to your 
tempers ; have they dropt their resemblance to 
the wild beasts of the forest? or do they still 
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show the violence of the wolf, and the subtlety 
of the leopard ? Answer not unguardedly, like 
Hazael, **Am I a dog?" for ** the heart is deceit** 
ful above all things, and who shall know it." 
Or you may resolve them by a reference to 
your desires ; do they range contentedly, with 
the lovers of pleasure, amongst the habitations 
of dead souls, or are they athirst for a freer 
communication with those who are alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord ? Is gos-* 
pel truth welcomed to your bosoms, not as to 
one precept, or another, but in its simplicity^ 
its free mercy, and its fulness ? and do you find 
that the more it tells you of your own weak-^ 
ness, and wretchedness, and poverty, the mor^ 
you love it ? Are you never oflfended when it 
addresses you, as clay in the hands of the pot-v 
ter, which he may either send back again to th^ 
dust, or place in the chamber of his glory ? 
Then may you stand upon the firm ground of 
assurance, that you have had a refreshing visit 
from the Sun of Righteousness, that youit 
teaching has been from God ; then may you 
confidently trust that even upon a bed of deaths 
you will taste that the Lord is gracious,^ that 
the end of this life will be peace a,nd joy in be- 
lieving, and all beyond it blessedness for ever- 
more. 
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SERMON XVII. 

THE NATURE OF CHRIST'S KINGDOM. 

John xviii. 36. 

My kingdom is not of this world, 

Tu£R£ was a time, when God thought fit^ that 
only one corner of the world should be lighted 
up by his brightness, and that corner was 
Isirael. There was a time^ when his love^xnow 
sor richly spread, seemed to be narrowed to one 
people of his own choice, and that people was 
Israel. What were the Gentiles then ? ignorant of 
God and of bis righteousness ; ignorant of Christ 
and of the purposes of his grace ; ignorant of 
themselves and the nature of those sins which 
kept them in perpetual imprisonment. The 
apostle has noted down what they were — " filled 
with all wickedness, covetousness, malicious- 
ness, full . of envy, murder, debate, deceit; 
malignity, whisperersy backbiters, haters of 
God^ despiteful, proud, boasters, implacable^ 
unmerciful." They had no lights but that' 
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miserably uncertain light of the conscience, by 
which their thoughts either accused, or else 
excused one another. But what are the Gen- 
tiles now ? Behold, they have been visited in 
their blindness, and now they see — ^the vail is 
taken away from their hearts^ and now they un- 
derstand — to them is committed the word of 
reconciliation ; it was offered to the Jew, and 
he trod it under foot ; it was offered to the 
Gentile, and he gloried in it ; and the Spirit 
taught him to know *'how beautiful were the 
feet of them that preached the gospel of peace, 
that brought the glad tidings of good things. 
To some of these, chosen out of the people, 
Christ has become '* wisdom and righteousness, 
and sanctificatibn, and redemption ; he has dis- 
played to them the perfection of the scheme, 
by which as God*man, he armed himself with 
power to bring many sons into glory. He has 
expounded clearly all things concerning him- 
i&elf, so that, like the Athenians, we need not 

raise an altar to an unknown God ; nor like the 

• 

men of Lycaonia, do sacrifice to a weak brother, 
and honour an apostle as we hononr Christ. 

He gives us, in few words, the most com- 
prehensive view of his divinity. Of his prero- 
gative as a Saviour, he says, ^* I am the resurrec- 
tion and the life." Of his glory — " I am the 
bright and the morning star." Of his bound- 
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less pmoer — '* I am he that liveth land was 
dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, and 
have the keys of hell and of death,'' Of his 
hm-^'' I am the good shepherd ;" and lastly, 
of the nature of his government and dominioH, 
V My kingdom is not of this world." This is 
the divine saying, to the consideration of which 
I am now to press your attention ; it merits a 
full and serious examination, for it is of such a 
latitude that it will allow of my bringing 
linder your notice many solemn and interesting 
truths; I shall ^rst describe this world as it 
is; zud, secondly, the kingdom of Christ as it 
ever will be. May the Spirit of might descend 
like a rushing wind into your hearts, and kindle 
a sacred fire within them, and then, when they 
€3ome to be applied, you may hope for a lasting 
profit to your souls. Our present business is 
with' the world, not as it came out of the hands 
of Grod^ when the workmanship was without a 
blemish, but as sin has made it, a world deeply 
plunged in pollutk>n« 

F$f^, it is a shattered world ; all the parts 
of it are out of order : how can it be otherwise, 
when all the nations under heaven have the 
print of the footsteps of that roaring lion, who 
has made a den and a lurking place of every 
abode of man. He has thrown the affections 
out of place ; he has blindfolded the understand- 



J 



272 THE NATURfi 

mg, and ininsed so much poison into the heart,' 
that it has become '' deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked/' When we speak of 
the beauty of the world, and the harmony and 
admirable construction of its whole system, we 
speak of it as a world of dry land and seas, 
of hills and mountains, watered by fertilizing 
rains, and warmed by a sun that is never out 
of course. But even here, intimation is giveoi 
us that it id not what it was ; it bears the re* 
semblance of a garden in confusion, precipi--^ 
toufi rocks, and dreary desarts, and islands, 
without verdure seem to say, that the earth 
itself is a sharer, in some measure, of the wratb 
and displeasure of God. Yet with all thesa^ 
signs of its altered condition, there is a charia 
and a fascination about it that plainly declares/ 
though it has lost much of what it once possess-^ 
ed, it has not been deprived of it aU. Can we 
say this of man f what has he remaining, of the 
holiness he had in paradise ? I am suppiosiBg" 
him to be merely man, such as he appears whea 
the breath of life is first breathed into his 
nostrils. In this character he makes one of the 
ungodly world, and as soon as ever he finda 
the ways of pleasure open to him, he fliea to 
them with all the endearments of nature, as if 
the only reason for his entering life was for die 
enjoymeut of them. The power of thinking is 
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left to him, but his thoughts are given in lavish 
profusion to objects that his eye arid his heart 
fancy; they run not up to God. He hasr the 
pbwet of choice, and he chooses earth and dis* 
cards heaven. He serves what master he will; 
attd he would rather wear the chains of a tyrant 
than try the pleasatltness of the yoke of Christ. 
TWs cannot be the people to whom the Lord 
will give a gbddly heritage and a pleasant land : 
"Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from 
her hut^and, so have they dealt treacheronriy* 
with him, who died to redeem them from destnic*'* 
tioii. In that earnest supplication that he makesr 
forhis true Israel, these are his ^rords-*-**! 
pray for them, I pray not for liie world, biit for 
them v^rhich thou hast given me, for they are 
thine." Our Lord's adoption of this tertri ^« 
for the i^lce of brevity : he spoke not of the in- 
animate, but the rational world, if such can be 
balled' rational, which has more regard for tb^ 
little concerns of time, than for the mighty in* 
terests of eternity. It is plain that in this ^mrd 
he would include all that live for the worldv 
and with the world, and then his prayer is both 
reasonable and just, for the friendship, of thflp 
world is enmity with God; and whim he menv 
tibns the precious bequest with which he firot^ 
posed to comfort the disciples afteii'- his'deparr^* 
ture^ how careful hie is to separate it Worn "tbtrt 

T 
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counterfeit worthless thing, which is current 
with men — ** Peace I leave with you^ my peace 
I give unto you ;'* and as if this was not 6Z-> 
pressive enough to signify all he meant^ he 
adds, '' not as the world giveth give Jut^o yo»J' 
But, secondly, the world, in the sense here 
affixed to it, is one of desolation. We can under- 
stand what it means when a dwelling or a tract 
of land is said to be desolate. The idea that 
fivst and most naturally occurs to the mkid is, 
that it is an empty dwelling, and a country 
without inhabitants. And what other idea can 
we form of the desolation of the soul, than that 
it is '* naked, and blind^ and miserable, and 
poor?" The soul of a worldly man lies exposed 
to ^^ indignation and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guish^" and therefore it is naked ; it has seen 
nothing of the glory of God in Christ Jesus, 
and therefore it is blind. Every desire is bound 
up in present joys ; but then, though he loves 
them, they are passing with the swiftness ^f a 
shadow from him ; he remembers this, and is 
misecable. If we are to believe that these 
strong features are inseparable parts of the 
men who knows not what is the hope of his 
calling :throi%h the ignorance that is in hiiB> 
then his poverty becomes a necessary conse** 
qtietiee both of his nakedness and his blindness* 
He is' without Christ, and therefore he is ptw. 
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I gfant, that many who are not aeting accord* 
ing to the wisdom and the will of God, may 
yet for a tin^ deceive those who loek on thii^ 
after the outward appearance ; they apeak, per- 
haps, as though they were free, and we do not 
know them as sons of ike bond-woman. We 
may say of them as Paul said of the Graladans^ 
*' They did run well ;*' and we may add, that 
liiey also iooked well. A field of weeds is often 
laid out in brighter colours than a field of corn : 
whilst it is far from us we admire it ; but as we 
appraaeh it, instead of admiring, we cry out 
against it for its barrenness ; and if we thus 
judge of the stubborn soil, and are almost ready 
to esclaim, that '' it is nigh unto cursing," can 
we pass a more lenient judgment upon the stub* 
bom heart? We may call it a g4HHl heart, or 9 
kind heart; but, though it be Ml of tender 
feelings, if it be not governed by the Holy 
Ghost, if it be not like a vineyard fenced and 
planted upon ^fruitful UU, it is most desolate : 
mppQsing it to b«ve a thousand admirers ; sup- 
posing it to find the professions pf a friend, 'm 
every flatterer that H meets, this would not 
alter the. state of desdation to which «very 
eveatnre is reduced, who is Uuifiched into ilife 
with no other support than that which he de<- 
rivee fi[Y>m nature. What are friends ?~^ breelh^ 
a word, disserves the strongest and the closest 

T 2 
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tie— ^the only one who is not to be. separated 
from the children of the bride-chamber^ the 
only one who sticketh closer than a brother, 
like Joseph in Egypt, is far away* What are 
comforts ? — nothing better than houses of sand ; 
in a storm we see what they are made of: the 
winds pour down upon them, and they fall; the 
sinner^s comfort, when all the others have es- 
caped, has been kept altogether out of sight 
Can you understand how such a conditipa is 
called a desolation ? Let a few more years rua 
Out, and you will not need a preacher's expla- 
nation of it. There is a reality about it which 
will be felt in eternity, that you do not feel 
now ; the clouds that beljp to conceal it in the 
day of this mortal life, witt~fhen have left the 
mind, and it will be constrained to look with a 
clear but most painful vision upon its future un^ 
changeable destinyr This after-knowledge will 
let us into another truth, connected with a world 
of lifeless souls; namely, that it is a world of 
darkness. The prophet spake of the uncpn« 
verted of Israel and Judah, as of men who were 
sitting in the region and the shadow of death } 
and so effectually was the lamp of spiritual 
knowledge hidden from the Gentiles, that the 
apostle assures us, '^the times of this ignorance 
God winked at, but now commandeth all men 
every where to repqnt" The same blind eyes. 
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and the same dark understandings, were still 
leading mankind to ruin, at the coming of the 
Latioib of God, ** He was in the world, and the 
world was made by him, and the world kilew 
hini not." He came with a piercing gospelj-^ 
the light shined in darkness,' '^ and the darkness 
comprehended it not," and it is still shining 
throughout the kingdoms of the earth ; but 
whilst kings and their subjects gaze at it ai^ 
Some new thing, and talk of it as if they felt it 
to be an intruder, as if they feared their owrt 
consciences would be searched by it,, they can-» 
not comprehend it. They have all the enmity of 
rebels, with all the ignorance of those who know 
Hot God. They can see the true way to become 
possessors of houses, where they may live a* 
ease, and die updn pillows of dowii ; they are 
apt learners in the acquisition of all that can 
afford them a full cup of enjoyment, whethei* 
it be unsubstantial honour which may ensure a 
tomb of noarble and an inscription of praise, or 
such a show of wisdom as opens a path to pre- 
sent reputation. But when the Spirit and thet 
Bride point to everlasting mansions, and say; 
** comef* when Ohrist himself disj^ays all the 
glories of his cross, and says, **co^;'* and 
when his ambassadors, fviU of the divine me$« 
sage, and glowing with desire to showmen th^ 
beauty and the certainty of the coveilant, wh6t< 
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they mvite them to the ahar of merey, trhere 
X8 laid' '' a full^ perfect, and sofflcient sacrifice 
for the sins; of the whole worid^^ they either 
manifest a spirit like that^ on the day of Pente«- 
cost, when the burthen of accuiiation against 
the apostles was» " these men are Ml of new 
wine ;'' or, like the devils, they have a belief 
of the understandings and tremble, but keep as 
for as ever from '' the righteousness which is 
of fcttth.^ This is the very character of a world 
lying in wiekedness-^that they calomniate and 
make a false report of those who walk as be- 
eometh the gospeh it is the complaint of 
David^^'^ They made mouths at me, and ceased 
not;" and this is the true evidence of a world 
lying in darkness^ that though the sun is given 
them for a light, it does not shine in opon the 
heart ; though they hear of the exceeding sin- 
fulness of sin, they are not struck with any ab- 
horrence of themselves ; though they have an 
experience from day to day of the nothingness 
of all creature comforts^ they give a price for 
them that can be only accounted for by the fact, 
that their foolish hearts are darkened. " O 
earth! earth! earth! hear the word of the 
Lord ! Thu^ saith the Lord, Write ye such a 
man fatherless, a man that shall not prosper in 
his days," The King of kings will resent the 
indignity that has been offered to his Son» who. 
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having travelled through seas of wrath to make 
an offer of his salvation, is rejected at last. O, 
brethren ! if you would not be conquered by 
death eternal, if you would be really amongst 
the wise and prudent, you must cancel the 
bond of mutual obligation that exists between 
you and this evil world ; you must give up what 
is hateful to the Prince of life, for there is no 
ooncord between Christ and Belial, and no 
agreement between the temple oi God, and 
idols. False spies may possibly have given 
you a very inaccurate account of the demands 
of a just God, and very unjust ideas of the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ; but the most 
deadly sin with \^hich you can charge your 
conscience is unbelief. Believe God to be holy, 
believe yourselves to be vile and unholy, and 
believe that Christ at any moment can release 
your souls from the chain of iniquity, *' and 
the God of peace will bruise Satan under your 
feet shortly." 

Such is a brief view of this unrighteous 
worid^ which has no part in the death and 
blessed resurrection of Jesus. 

I am, in the second place, to describe a very 
different kingdom, even that which belongs by 
right of purchase to the Son of Man, who is glo*^ 
rifie4* First, it is an unchangeable kingdom ; and 
hence the foimdation of it is not in earthy but in 
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heaven. '* My kingdom is not of this world.'* 
Assyria, and Egypt» and Media^ had once 
thrones that seemed to be fenced vdth iron, but 
they are cmmbled away, and the. kings thereof 
are laid in dust ; and how many are reared upon 
the ruin of these, that will soon be added to the 
general wreck ! But this was erected when man 
knew no other king than God, and there was 
not found a name either for a throne or a seep- 
tre« » It was established by Christ, and he had 
possession of it as Mediator, when he first set 
his hand to the work of redemptiodo. ^^ Behold, 
I lay in Zion for a foundation, , a stone, a tried 
stone, a precims comer-stoneJ" The Lord, himself 
must change, before this kingdom can be moved 
out of its place ; attach yourselves to the migh^ 
tiest.that was ever founded amongst men, and 
get the bosom confidence of him that fills it, 
and how .will it afiect you in eternity ? Can. he 
make a covenant with death, or plead for you 
before the great white throne, which as far 
transcends his in glory, as the majesty of hea- 
ven exceeds a prince of the earth? Put not 
your trust here, neither in princes, nor m any 
child of man, nor in any of the brittle things that 
are biiiltof dust and ashes. .What can a sioAer 
expect from a sinner ? Let no man glory in 
men, there is no help in them : '' Trust ye in 
the Jjard, for in the Lord Jehovah is eveclasti* 
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ing strength.'' This, moreover, is a spiritual 
kingdom. It was declared to be so by God 
himself, when he spoke to Moses out of his 
holy mountain, and bade him carry these words 
to Israel : ** Now, therefore, if ye will obey my 
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 
-people : for all the earth is mine, and ye shall 
be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy 
nation." How full to the point is this express 
^mn/ A priest is identified, as it were, with 
the holy things of the sanctuary ; he stands be- 
tween the living and the dead, and his very 
name and office seem to testify, that he is not 
to be as other men are ; he possesses high and 
peculiar , privileges, and God expects that he 
4^ould show forth the praises - of him who has 
£xed him in this station of honour : "Be ye 
therefore holy, even as he who hath called you 
is holy." Whoever is advanced into this king* 
dom» let his previous state be what it may, 
miserable, and impure, and vile ; let his en- 
mity to God have risen to the highest point 
of unnatural rebellion ; by sovereign grace, he 
is become a holy and submissive son. Let 
the sting of the serpent have pierced him ever 
so deeply, the wound is mollified with oint« 
ment. '* He has fled for refuge to the hope 
that is set before him ;" and under the wings of 
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a Saviour he lias found healing, and in the 
light of his countenance health and peace. His 
delight is in prayer and praise; in preparing 
his harp for the high services of the temple of 
heaven ; and therefore he is a priest. There 
is no such mixture of t^res and wheat, of ene- 
mies and friends^ in this kingdom, as we find 
in every other. A gulf, broader and: deeper 
than the Red Sea, keeps the unrighteous apart 
from the Lord's people. It would be as dariag 
an act for those who are still wearing their de^* 
filed garments, to offer sacrifice with the saints, 
as it was for the hosts of Pharaoh to throw 
themselves into the way that had been exclu* 
sively opened for the thousands of the living 
God. It would be presumption to come with^ 
out an invitation ; it would be mockery to at^ 
tempt it without a desire. Holy desires are 
from the Lord ; if he sends these, you have had 
as special an invitation from himself, as if 
he were to say with a living voice, ** Come 
unto me'* 

But, above all, this is ^ tmited kingdom. 
The common bond of the whole community is 
love to Jesus; nothing less constraining would 
bind them together. But having that love shed 
abroad in their hearts, it matters not what the 
difference is in language, manner, or com<- 
plexion; they carry the secret charm about 
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them that each can understand; and though 
they are not fellow-countrymen, or occupiera of 
the same soil, yet they are * fellow-citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of Grod/' They 
differ only ea^ternaliy, they are alike within; and 
the result of this happy resemblance is, that 
strangers as they are in features, by virtue of 
the birthright they derive from Christ, they 
meet together as brethren. They are united by 
their necessities. It is not as if two men of dis*^ 
proportionate strength were to set out on a 
perilous journey, the one in weakness and the 
other in power ; and that the strong man suc- 
ceeded in his attempt, and the weak man 
failed. Every sinner is, in this respect, brought 
to the same level amongst those prodigals over 
whom "there is joy in heaven." There are 
none inherently strong; none, of themselves, 
capable of exercising either repentance towards 
God, or faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. " When 
we were without strength," says the apostle, 
we the dispensers, and you the hearers of the 
WOTd, "in due time Christ died for the un- 
godly/* ** They are united by the same faith;'' 
they have one Lord, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in them all.^' There may be shades of difference 
in matters which do not touch the vitals of reli- 
gion, but they are not carried about by every 
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ivind of doctrine, by ''the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive.'' 

It is not an essential of Christianity, that all 
its followers should be led by the same opinioii. 
The Calvinist will tell his Arminian brother 
that his election is sure ; the Arminian will an*" 
swer, that he is to make his calling and election 
sure. They are not thoroughly agreed as to the 
ornaments of Christ's church, but the main 
principle may not be at all affected by it ; the 
pillars of the building are all safe, if they, rest 
upon the right foundation, and, the superstruc* 
tnre i^ well supported. I doubt not but in 
heaven Calvinists and Arminians will join in the 
same song, with all the affection. of redeemed 
brothers in Christ. Their opinions are the 
opinions of weak, fallen man ; their belief in 
the grand essentials of the gospel, is the belief 
of holy and regenerate Christians. 

Lastly : the kingdom of Christ, which we 
have been now considering, is a kingdom of 
giory ; it is begun in grace, and carried on and 
brought to perfection in the same powerful, but 
simple way. The Lord was his own counsellor 
in- the contrivance, the progress, and comple- 
tion of it J he had no helper. The believer 
rejoices in this^ that God alone may be exalted 
in the work of mercy. He can draw consblation 
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out of the apostle's words, " By the grace of 
God " I am what I am ; and so full is he of the 
divine suflSciency, and so entirely does he reject 
the agency of man^ that his heart is apt often 
sensitively to cry out, *' God forbid that I 
should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ :" and all who know^ how to esteem that 
cross, will arrive at the same conclusion. And 
why do we glory in it ? Not, as some say; be- 
cause it is our idol, or because by bidding you 
fasten your eyes on it, we would encourage 
evangelical idolatry ; but because it is the in* 
$trument which has laid hold on many a heart, 
and gotten abundant souls for Christ. We lift 
it up, not to get idolaters for the prince of dark- 
ness, but spiritual worshippers for the kingdom 
of the Prince of Peace. The cross displays, at 
one view, all the victories of the Lord of Hosts 
-.^the spoiling principalities and powers — the 
overthrow of Satan— the last, the finishing act 
of a Son's obedience ; — these were all effected 
upon the cross. I know not which most to 
admire there ; the majesty of the Godhead, 
when the heavens clothed themselves in black- 
ness, and the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain ; or the perfect humanity of a suffering 
Saviour, when he bowed his head and gave up 
the ghost. '* Oh ! the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God !" 
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Bat thb is also a kittgdooi of glory for the 
true children of a heavenly Father. Your love 
for Grod IS here checked and smothered by thou* 
sands of passing objects ; there the flame will 
Burn steadily^ and neither tears nor cares will 
interfere to daricen it. Here you can follow 
your Master's steps^ but now and then a droop* 
ing spirit will be a retarding weight within 
yon ; tiiere the spirit of a sinner, plucked out of 
the burning, will beev» active and ever ready to 
do his Lord^s will ; the depth of his knowledge 
will increase the measure of his love ; for he 
will comprehend with all saints, the fulness^ 
the freeness, the astonishing greatness of his 
salvation. Oh ! how you will adore and love 
and glorify the Sovereign, and be amazed at tbo 
sovereignty of his grace ! Pray for the conaii^ 
of that kingdom I '' He which testifieth these 
things saitit. Surely I come quickly* Amen ; 
even so, come Lord Jesus>" and open the gate9 
of the new earth and the qew heavens to u$ ami 
all believers. 
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SERMON XVUI. 

» • 

CHRIST THE HIGH PRIEST. 

/ . " 

Hebkews Xb i4L 

^or by one offering, he hath for ever perfected 

them that are sanctified. 

The name by whtch our blessed Lord is most 
GomAionly known amongst' his people, is that 
of SMimir. It has a cotnprehensiveness about 
it, which seems to be felt by those who believe 
thai saying to be worthy of all acceptation, ** that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners/' I have said that the extent of this precious 
name appears to he felt— felt perhaps, in many 
cases^ rather than understood. We think it suf- 
ficient to kiiow that he is a Saviour ; we take 
for granted that he is so in an e^ctended sense, 
without inquiring minutely into those impor- 
tant particulars that are comprised under so 
glorious a title. This cannot be right, because 
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it is the union of these alone that establishes 
the value of the word, as applicable to the souls 
of the redeemed. His fulness as a Saviour 
does not rest upon one single act ; it depends 
upon a combination of the most extensive acts, 
begun at the very moment that man needed 
them, continued down to this very hour, and 
carried on to the latest period of time. We 
must know him as a king ; not as one whose 
throne and kingdom are set in the heavens, 
hereafter to be seen of men, but as the Lord 
and master of the renewed heart, subduing the 
will, and sweetly ruling the affections ; a king 
as to his inward power, as well as to his outward 
glory. To be assured that he has a kingly 
name, is not enough knowledge for a Christian. 
A name! what is it; for life, or for death ? It 
cannot comfort, or heal, or sanctify, pr save us. 
He may be every thing to the angels^ but he is 
nothing to mortal beings, excepting he dwell 
richly within them in all wisdom. We must 
know him as a prophet. A prophet's offipe is 
to instruct the understanding, and to raise ijt 
out of the clouds of darkness into the light of 
day, where it may behold wh^t Isaiah calls 
V the hidden riches of secret places." 

There are many truths which every educated 
Christian cannot but collect out of the written 
word, but they are received as the necessjstr^ 
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principles of education, and not as incorruptible 
seed, to take root, and spread an influence over 
the heart. A general view of the scheme of 
mercy for the relief of man, is as little available 
to the sinner, as a general view of sin in its 
operations upon the world. . We see, wherever 
we turn, the print of its footsteps, but we can- 
not trace them directly home to our own affec- 
tions and desires ; with our lips we cry out 
that it is the plague of the whole earth, but we 
are unaccountably dead to the truth that our 
own souls are grievously affected by it. We do 
not object to raise our voices against the abomi- 
nations that are sweeping over entire kingdoms 
like a torrent, whilst we conceive that we our- 
selves stand aloof from accusation ; but let it 
only be hinted that we are liable to the same 
charge, arid the heart rises in that sort of proud 
dignity which it naturally possesses, to repel 
the insinuation ; and this it will ever do, until, 
like Mary, we become alive to our disease, and 
cast ourselves at Christ's feet in the posture of 
true supplicants. 

Again : in like manner, we must know him 
as a priest. The priesthood of Jesus is one of 
those truths that is most satisfying to the 
mind of a believer. It is that which, as a 
Criminal/ he' feels his case requires; it is 
founded upon the existence of sin, and the 

u 
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necesi^ity that an expiation should be made 
for it. This doctrine involves so many others^ 
that stand in connexion with it^ that it is of 
the first consequence you should thoroughly 
understand the place it holds in the great 
plan of redemption. To comprehend it only in 
part, is to have an imperfect and partial know- 
ledge of Christ himself. The apostle considered 
that a belief in the priestly office of the Sa« 
Viour was so essential an article of the ChriS" 
tian faith, and a thing so excellent in itself^ 
that we find him discoursing on it at great 
length in four successive chapters. In the 
seventh, where he first takes up the argument, 
he compares the Levitical priesthood^ which 
the Jews held in high veneration, with that 
which was filled by the High Priest of our pro-* 
fession ; and he dwells much upon the superi^^ 
ority of the second, in its fulness, its perpetuity, 
and perfection. In the eighth chapter^ he 
enters more deeply into the subject, and takes 
occasion to set forth the excellency of the new 
dispensation of which Christ is the mediator, 
for the purpose of illustrating the beauty and 
grace and wisdom of that better priesthood 
which sprung out of it. In the m^/A chapter, 
he notices the different points of resemblance 
between the Old Testament and the New, ajid 
shows us, that as the substance is more precious 
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than the shadow, so the latter is to be preferred 
''because of the glory that excelleth." And 
when he comes to the chapter which has sup- 
plied me with my present text, he at once de- 
clares, that ''the law is but a shadow of good 
things to come, and not the very image of the 
things; and that those sacrifices which they 
offered year by year continually, could not 
make the comers thereunto perfect." And this 
declaration he evidently intends as a sort of 
preparatory step, before he should lead the 
Hebrews to one of the most interesting of the 
gospel truths, namely, "the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all:" and having 
thus led them to see the value of the cro(^s, be 
does not suffer them to remain there, but carries 
them from thence to heaven, and directs their 
faith to the Lord of life, sitting down at the 
right hand of God, And this is the sum, the 
substance, the grand result of the whole — " For 
by one offering he hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified." 

The apostle in this scripture seems to offer 
these three particulars for our consideration : — 
jfir^t^ the nature of the offering that was pre- 
sented to God ; secondly^ the intention of it ; 
thirdly, the extera of its operation. May God 
incline your hearts, and remove all bitterness 
irom them, that you may hear the word with 

u 2 
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aa uDprej udiced spirit ; and may I now and for 
ever deal with you as a faithful watchman, not 
slothful in blowing the trumpet in Zion, or 
backward in declaring, as far as it has been 
revealed to me, the whole counsel of God. 

First, as to the nature of the offering — it was 
spotkss. He who was to purge us from all ini- 
quity, and to make reconciliation for the trans-, 
gressors, must not have a stain upon him ; he 
was a lamb, without blemish; '^. He did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;" it 
was ^n excellent and an acceptable sacrifice, 
because it had never known taint or ddKlement. 
The difficulty Jay not so much in procuring a 
burnt offering, as in obtaining such a one as 
would in all points answer the demands of God. 
Man was to die . for man, yet without any of 
those dark . shades of. character that belong . to 
man. Every kingdom of the earth was searched, 
but the pestilence that walketh.in darkness 
had overspread them all ; . it was necessary to 
seek that in a higher world, which could not be 
met with in these habitations of misery ; it was 
reserved for God himself to do what the most 
righteous of his creatures would have sunk in 
attempting. The Lprd-, of, glory . himself be- 
came the servant of all ; ^\ be carried our sick- 
nesses, and bore our infirmities," that we might 
receive the spirit of adoption. He leCt no part 
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of the law unfulfilled, that we might be released 
from the curse of it; by the all-sufficiency of 
his righteousness he condemned sin in the flesh, 
and ^' now there is no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus." 

The various sacrifices under the Levitical law 
were all typical of this ; they had many designa- 
tions, but each pointed to the same end; they 
were laid upon the altar to appease God, and 
to turn away his wrathful indignation. There 
was first the holocaust, or burnt offering — the 
victim in this case was utterly consumed f this 
may show us, that nothing was to be abated of 
the great debt, our Lord contracted to pay ; 
nothing less than the whole penalty could stay 
the execution of justice, or be of saving benefit 
to the sinner. And can any thing prove more 
forcibly the weakness and inefficacy of such 
an offering, than the acknowledged truth, that 
t)n the commission of every fresh sin, the blood 
of a fresh victim was to be shed ; thus giving a 
direct testimony to the word of scripture, that 
the blood of bulls and of goats can never take 
away, sin ? he only could do this, who by his 
mon blood hath entered into the holy place, and 
iso obtained eternal redemption for us. The 
second of these, was the sin offering ; this was 
for individual transgression, and the value, of 
it was to be just in proportion to the rank and 
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situation of the offender ; for a prince or ruler 
of the people, a calf was slain, and the blood 
poured out upon the altar of incense ; and for a 
poor man, the sacrifice was only a turtle dove, 
or two young pigeons. May we not perceive 
in this provision, a very significant pledge of 
the fulness of salvation, which receives within 
its broad circle the poor as well as the wealthy, 
the profligate as well as the moral, the wan- 
derer from his father's home who is reduced to 
nothing, as well as the more sober child, who 
walk's in a way that is less offensive to man, but 
whose heart is equally alienated from God. 
The last was the peace offering. Here the kind 
of animals to be offered was left to the choice 
of the transgressor ; the only important condi* 
tion was, that it should be unblemished ; and 
this was the great peculiarity in our Lord's 
atonement, that he was to be a sin offering, yet 
without sin ; and no peace could by possibility 
have been established between two parties, 
the one residing in the very centre of light, and 
the other walking in the very depths of dark- 
ness, but by the intervention of Christ, who 
struck upon that glorious expedient of becom-^ 
ing himself ** sin for us, who knew no sin, that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him." He forced the mountain of iniquity, 
which was the mighty hindrance, to melt away 
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before him ; he planned out for the ungodly a 
new and living way, brought them into it as 
new creatures, and so made peace. In certain 
respectSi these typical offerings were essentially 
defective, as far as they concerned the eternal 
justification of the sinner; the animals to be 
sacrificed were not of the same nature as the 
offenders, they were /orccrf to the slaughter, but 
the real Lamb laid himself down as a voluntary 
atonement; '^ he was dumb before bis shearers," 
he gave his life, which none could take from him, 
and consented to be numbered with transgres- 
sors upon the cross, that he might bring many 
sons unto glory. 

A§^in : nothing could be done in these sacri- 
fices under the law without the priest; it was 
he who, on the day of solemn expiation, took 
the scape goat, and brought it alive before the 
Lord ; it was he who laid his two hatids upoii 
bis head> confessed the sins of the whole con- 
gregation, and then sent him away into the wil- 
derness ; none but he dared to slay the victim, 
or to touch the horns of the altar with its blood. 
And who can make us alive unto God, and give 
a savour to the prayers of his people, but that 
great High Priest, who saves all to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him, sqeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them ? The 
apostle seems to consider the superiority of 
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law could not do from its essential defects, has 
been perfected by Jesus Christ the righteous. 
Is there now any guilt in the bosom of a peni" 
tent ? No : he is as perfectly relieved from Uie 
burthen of it, as Mary Magdelene was, when 
she heard her pardon pronounced in that brief say^- 
ing, *^ Thy faith hath saved thee." Is he under 
the power of sin? No, it pursues him indeed with 
the rancour of an enemy, but it can no longer, 
as it once did, establish a dominion over his soul 
Is he to have an experience of God's wrath, 
when, in common with the barbarian and Greek 
and Jew, he is to give an account of the deeds 
done in the body ? No : the punishment is re* 
mitted — he is taken into the covenant, and who 
can pluck him out of it? God has justified, 
and who is he that condemneth ? 

But, my brethren, in thus stating that the 
salvation of our God is well ordered and sure, 
and so complete, that nothing in futurity can at 
all mar its beauty, or throw it out of its course ; 
I am far from saying that the character of a 
sinner is ever perfected upon earth. We may be 
perfectly justified, but with this corruptible, 
which presses with such a weight upon the 
soul, we cannot be perfectly sanctified ; and the 
more holy we become in spirit, and the more we 
grow in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christy the 
clearer will be our views of the instability, the 
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variableness, arid the imperfection of our na* 
tures. They who walk the nearest to God, 
are the most lowly in their own esteem ; in- 
stead of making it a subject of boastings that 
they are brought nigh unto him by the blood 
of Jesus, they are full of trouble, that creatures 
so highly fevoured should be so low in Christian 
practice^ and fall so sadly short of the glory of 
God. We may trace up all the sorrows of 
David to this source ; he was not left in doubt 
as to his privileges ; he felt that ^ goodness and 
mercy had followed him all the days of his 
life," and that ** he should dwell in the house 
of the Lord for ever ;" but with all this, he had 
a disquietness of heart, which kept him sorrow- 
ing through the whole of his pilgrimage : '' My 
life (says he) is spent with grief, and my years 
with sighing ; my strength faileth because of 
mine iniquity, and my bones are consumed/' 

The apostle to the Philippians, speaking of 
his own endeavour to attain to the resurrection 
of the dead, is so earnest to prevent miscon* 
ception, that he adds, *' Not as though I had 
already attained, either were already perfect, 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that 
for which I am apprehended of Christ Jesus." 
St. James argues, that there may be a perfect 
faith; nnd St. John^ that there may be a perfect 
love ; and in a limited sense both these apostles 
argue soundly; for they meant no more than 
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thzt faith was made clear and discernible by 
its accompanying works, and that the perfection 
of lave, so far as it could be perfect below, con^ 
sists in our dwelling '' in God, and God in %is? 
Thus the intention of that wonderful offering 
which was once offered upon the cross, was to 
ensure the perfection of life and immortalitjf 
to the true believer, and not a perfection of 
character, which is incompatible with a state so 
clouded with evil, and so assailable to tempta* 
tions as this. 

But let us see, lastly, what is the extent of 
its operation. And here the circle that is 
described, is necessarily of narrow dimensions. 
This offering, though containing in itself every 
thing that the most necessitous could require, 
can only be applied with effect to '' them that 
are sanctified*'' This is a full and very expressive 
word ; and as it is one which involves the most 
important considerations, we must endeavour 
to extract its true and legitimate meaning ; and 
by keeping close to the word of God, which 
you all profess to receive as the standard of 
belief, we shall find every facility given to us 
for such a work. St. Paul, in exhorting his 
Christian followers to be zealous in the dis^ 
charge of Christian duties, incidentally explains 
the force of sanctification : '' Husbands," says 
he, ** love your wives, even as Christ also loved 
the. church, and gave himself for it^ that ; he 
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might scmctify and cleanse it with the washing 
of water by the word." So also in his Epistle 
to the Hebrews^ in speaking of those beasts; 
the blood of which was brought into the sanc- 
tuary by the high priest, he takes occasion to 
say, "Wherefore, Jesus, that he might sanctify 
the people with hisown blood, suffered without 
the gate." And we find a very strong expression 
in the Epistle to Timothy, where the apostle, 
describing the various qualities of. vessels in a 
great house, notices those of wood, and of earth; 
and with reference to such, he says, that "if a 
man purge himself from these, he shall be a 
vessel unto honour, sanctified and meet for the 
master^s use, and prepared unto every good 
work." Now I think, from the tenor of these 
passages, it is impossible we can be at any loss 
to interpret the text. Do I seek . to inquire 
what should be the state of a sanctified heart 
that is right with God? I refer to the general 
imsige of a church cleansed with the washing of 
water, and hence I know that the heart, to be 
made meet for glory, must be purified from all 
uncleanness ; and that if the predominant feel- 
ing in it be hatred, or pride, or malice, or un- 
charitableness, it has never passed through the 
af>pointed furnace, it is dross that glitters, but 
it is not pure gold. 

Again : do I Want a clearer illustration ? I«^m 
supplied with it in that instructive image :of a 
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vessel) which mtist be made dean , and shine 
brightly within^ before it is duly prepared for 
the feast. Hare you ever brought your sanctift< 
cation, my hearers, to this touchstone ? In what 
aspect have you surveyed your souls ? You are 
but deceiving yourselves if you are satisfied 
with anything less than that inward adorning, 
which is the only convincing evideaice tl^^ yon 
are born of God. How mamf of you are tkm 
sanctified ? In the multitude of concerns among^ 
which your days are divided, is that of sel£* 
examination one of them ? do you not take tt 
for granted, that as orthodox disputersfor churek 
forms, you are safe ? as men who do not defraud, 
and steals on the six days of business, and who 
make a decent appearance on the seventh, yotf 
are sheltered by the moral law ? Ah ! my 
friends, if this be the only pillar to which you 
can lead your souls for support, it will fall 
like those which bore up the idol temple of the 
Philistines, and j/<ni, after the nianner of those 
unsanctified idolaters, will be crushed to pow^* 
der. If I may judge what your death-beds 
will be, from those which I have already seen, 
you will not then look so unconcernedly into 
futurity as you do now ; it will be too near to 
be evaded or put aside for a more convenienf 
season. It is astonishing to witness how great 
a change the mind undergoes when it can realize 
its nearness to the gulf that may forever 
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stand between them and mercy ; it would give 
worlds to obliterate those vivid impressions 
which now rush through the inner man ; they 
strike like the barbed lightning upon the senses^ 
and seem to wither them in their flight. There 
is no prospect which a worldly man would 
rather fly from than a dying bed ; and it may 
be accounted for on this very obvious principle, 
that the prospect is full of gloom and darkness ; 
there is no sun to cast in its cheering rays upon 
it ; there is no Christ to communicate those 
secret consolations, which make the last breath- 
ings of mortality so calm and peaceful* Oh ! 
let not that day come upon you unawares! 
prepare to meet it! prepare^ by believing it 
possible that you may be in error — by turning 
to the Bible in the spirit of a little child ; pre* 
pare, by dismissing pride out of your hearts, 
that most destructive foe to all true piety, and 
by layii^ them open for the King of glory to 
enter in. Prepare ! by looking in faith unto 
Jesus for his glorious appearing, and '* fighting 
under his banner against the world, the flesh, 
and the devih^ Such preparations will not be 
undertaken in vain ; he will behold them, he 
will bless them ; and then, instead of the con* 
fiwning worm and the devouring flame^ there 
shall be laid up for you a crown of righteous- 
ness^ which the Lord, the righteous Judge shall 
give you at that day. 
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. SERMON XIX. 

CHRIST THE PHYSICIAN. i 

* • * r « 

Matthew xi. 5, 6. 

The blind receive their sight, and the hnmfioalk, 
the kpers are cleansed^ and the deaf he^r^.tbe 
dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them; and blessed is he whosoever 
shall not be offended in me. 

These words are the answer of our Lord.tara 
question proposed to him by the discipJl^^.of 
John. The message was sent by th^X.Johri^t 
whom it was said^ '' Behold, I s^nd my mes- 
senger before thy face^ which shall prepftr^ thy 
way before thee." He had ' himself . ah'ea4y 
borne ample testimony to the exalt^ chs^raj^r 
of Christ, in that exclamation of Joy >^hich k^ 
was heard to utter, '' Behold the. Lamb of GLq4 
which taketh away tha sinsof the world ;Taji^ 
therefore it could not be the desire of aatififying 
his own mind, or strengthening the. wdigji^t^f 
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eTidence he possessed, that led him to send his 
disciples upon this special mission. The pro- 
bability of the case is, that he had been arguing 
the point with some of his followers, as to the 
reality of the M essiah^s appearance, and that 
finding he could not reaidily refnftve the preju* 
dices they had imbibed, from his having neither 
crown nor sceptre, from his entire rejection of 
all pomp and grandeur, and, above all, from his 
eating and drinking with publicans and sinners, 
he ceased to ply them with arguments drawn 
either from reason or revelation, and took the 
surer method of submitting the disputed ques- 
tion to Jesus himself — '* Art thou he that should 
cbme, or do we look for another ?" justly con- 
sidering that a reply from his own lips would 
set it at rest for ever. Now let us see how the 
Messiah dealt with it. Did he declare to them, 
to once he did to the Samaritan woman, '* I that 
$peak unto thee, am he T* Did he confess to 
them, as to Philip, ^' Have I been so long with 
you> and hast thou not known me V No ! in- 
steiad of a naked assertion he appeals to facts^ 
atid to such facts as could not fail to carry with 
them overpowering evidence, excepting where 
prejudice hsld distorted the mind, or thick dark- 
ness had blinded it. He directs them to the 
wtmdierftil works that he had wrought, and 
tiius enlists their own senses as judges of the 

X 



306 CHRIST THE PHYSICIAN, 

matter. " The Wind receive their sight, aii4 
the lame walk ; the lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them; and blessed 
is he whosoever shall not be offended in me/' 
Here we have a cloud of witnesses ready to 
testify that Jesus of Nazareth was the deliverer 
of them all. There are the unsealed eyes, the 
strengthened limbs, the unstopped ears, the en- 
lightened poor, the awakened dead. What 
need he adduce more? or what words could 
speak so strongly as these, that tl^s train of 
wonders was achieved by Christ, the Son <rf 
the living God ? 

. la endeavouring to arrange the text into par- 
ticiilars, I shall first attempt to show you, that 
the power of Christ is as capable of living proofs 
in these days, as when he was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us : secondly, in what points he 
still offends mankind ; and, thirdly , what is 
the actual condition of those who do, at all 
hazards, keep close to their redeeming Lord. 

Now to establish the proposition that, we have 
iirst to consider, little more I conceive is neces*- 
sary, than to shQw, that our great Phyaician is 
still working his cures as miraculously as ever« 
making the blind to see, the leper to be 
cleansed, the dead to come out of their gravea. 
There is no difference as to the power that be 
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exierts; it is always iri^st]ble,8uperaaturai/aod 
stupendous; the difference lies only in the sort 
of disease tliat he takes ia hand ; they w^e 
those of the bmiy ; they are now exclusively those 
of the sotd^ He did indeed, in the days of his 
faanifestatioQ upon earth, make the lame man 
to leap as an hart, and the tongues of the dumb 
to speak ; but he was then aoccnnplishfng tbe 
wo«ti of prophecy, and the scoffers of the 
eartfi were to be instructed by such signs as 
t^se, that he came forth immediately from 
God. But all necessity for this exercise of his 
divine authority has ceased for ages, and hence 
the blind are suffered to walk on still m dark- 
aess^ and the halt, and the lame, and the 
withered to earry their sicknesses. But be 
does not^ pass by the^at^; he has never given 
the charge of that important work out of his 
own bands : it has rebelled, but he has still 
loved it — it has grown lukeMrarro, but he has 
not desarted it — it has been slumbering, bat he 
bas not l^t it to perish — it has been blinded by 
sin, and he has recovered it. Yes, my bretivren, 
there is an eye m the soul, which, though it be 
c(»nnK>nly so dim as to discern nothing, let it 
but feel the unction of Ood, let it be anointed 
with an oil of holy ointment, and it will see 
with a clearer vnion than even the ai^els them'* 
•selves ; I do not say into the very regions of 

X 2 
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heaven itself, but into the mystery and omni- 
potence of grace, and into the excellent perfec- 
tions of our Immaniiel ; these are the things that 
they in vain desire to look into, but which the 
enlightened Christian can discover by virtue of 
his covenant union with Christ. And what is this 
honoured, privileged believer before such an 
operation is perfected ? where is his confidence ? 
he cannot give you a reason of the hope that is in 
him. Where is his knowledge ? If he talks of 
sin, it IS rather of the consequences that are in- 
curred by it, than of the foulness it leaves in 
the heart. Where is his saving faith ? does he 
speak of Christ? he says nothing of his pre- 
ciousnessas a Saviour, nothing of his own pecu- 
liar obligations as a vessel of mercy ; but no 
sooner is the work of God made manifest in 
him, and he is " convinced of sin, of righteous- 
ness^ and of judgment to come," than, like the 
man born blind, he makes a bold confession^ and 
speaks of his Lord to doubting sinners, ashe had 
himself perhaps been spoken to bfefore: '* Why 
herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not 
from whence Jie is, and yet he hath opened mine 
ieyes I ? Thus the Lord goes forth as a mighty 
man, bringing out the priisoners from the prison, 
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison- 
house ; you may see him wresting the prey out 
of the hands of the spoiler^ gathering out of the 
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Streets and lanes of the city» and thp highways^ 
and the hedges, the despised and rejected 
amongst men, and giving them their place 
amongst the polished stones of his temple ; and 
so he verifies his own prediction, " I. will plant 
in the wilderness the cedar and the shittah 
tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree • I will 
set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and 
the box tree, together." 

But the text speaks of leprosy, as well as blind-* 
ness ; and this too is a spiritual disease, and one 
which.never gives way until it is touched by the 
Lord's hand. There is this distinction between the 
blind map and the leper : both are the servants of 
sin, and equally far ofi* from God ; both are in a 
dying state from the plagues of their own hearts, 
but the nature and symptoms of their sickness are 
not the same ; the one is afiected in his vision, 
and this want of perception gives a bias to the 
whole soul ; he is ungodly because he has not 
any just idea of the everlasting mercies of God ; 
his heart has no appetite for the feast of fat 
things, the manna upon which the saints are 
feeding ; because he does not see that it is for 
the strengthening and refreshing of his soul. 
His want of sight causes him to confound things 
that are most opposite, to put bitter for sweet, 
and sweet for bitter. The disorder of the leper 
is more apparent, more loathsome, there is no 
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soundnesfr i|^ any part of hifii' ; he writhes under 
the curse, mA seemsr t<k say, '' My pankbmefit 
is greater than I can bear.** If you hkrt ei^er 
seen the gtnlty in the latest stage of life cling- 
ing with a fatal resolution to his idols, until 
death itself takes them out of bis grasp, — yoa 
have seen a perifshing leper; one who was 
offered the blood of JesUs, but who betook him* 
self to other remedies, and refused to wlasAi in 
it and be clean* But, blessed be God in his 
rich mercy ! it is not every such polluted din- 
ner that thus throws his Physician from him, 
and dares to assert that the rivers of Datnaseus 
are better than all the waters of Jordan. Christ 
has a people even amongst the lepers of the 
earth ; the father of lies cannot hide them from 
God, though be makes disguises for them alL 
The Captain of our salvation doei^ not draw the 
bow at a venture, as he did who smote the king of 
Israel under the joints of the harness ; but he 
knows whom he hath chosen, and whenever the 
time of a Soul's captivity is past, and he is^ to 
come home from Babylon to Jerusalem, he pre^^ 
pares his bow of mercy, and the arrow of con* 
viction speeds away with a sure direction, and 
pierces him : then be that was rebelliouB be^ 
comes^ obedient utito the faith^ and he that was 
unthankful, ^Jos[fi^l worshipper. These are not 
the necessarjf effects of an outward restoratio» of 
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the fleikh; remember the goispel lepecs^^the 
only purifying there was in the iody ; the soul 
was untouched » and therefore, it had no more 
disposition than before to follow Christ or to 
glorify God ; and hence that reproof of our 
Lord, when he saw a simple Samaritan bless- 
ing him for his act of love, and heard his voice 
of thanksgiving : ** Were there not ten cleansed ; 
but where are the nine ?" 

But our Lord shows os a more distinguished 
miracle, even in our own days, than the giving 
sight to the blind, or health to the leper ; he 
raises the dead out of their graves. ** You hath 
he quickened who were dead in trespasses and 
sins." This may not be a death to be compre* 
hended by the wisdom of this world ; but if the 
loss of all animal feeling and the stupor of the 
senses be the signal of alarm to weeping 
friends, may not the same deadness to the af* 
fairs of spiritual life excite an equal appre- 
hension in the minds of those who look with 
deep interest upon a brother's soul, whether 
it be living unto God, or perishing for lack of 
knowledge* You do not, indeed, hear the call, 
^ Lazarus, come forth ;" you do not see graves 
opening, and. the bodies of saints waking out of 
their sleep ; but you may perceive evidences of 
this resurrection that ought to be just as con- 
clusive : -^ the mind gathering strength and 



ed of its chams-^tbe affiectioft^ tired of the woild 
-r-tbe wJbyojbe maa proasiog iftto the kio^S^dooa of 
(jnod* Here is a mighty choage, and ^sm» 
effectual trapijformation willopt be aecoa when 
J^ejinovah's vQice shall speak t^ the hfWfis oS-im 
redeemed, and a life-giving btreath shall qmib 
^oca the foar wiJdds and breathe iiihhi the.ctead, 
and they shall live. A dead matt !-^-wbat is 
he ? Let all bis friwds pour into his . ears the 
sweetest wprds of affection,, and he;;heai¥& tbom 
not ; let hisoi be. told of the jaoblest^portieortlnfe 
lov)e could bequeath to him, and he is. dumb; 
let. riches be set before hi^i, and the siihrev aod 
the gold cannot attract him. A dead sool !~» 
and what is this ? Not a contradietion, but a 
pupst certain truth and moirt awful reality . We 
hold, up the crpss, but it has no attractkm; 
we preach Christ crucified, and invito it to look 
up tp that ipan of sorrows, but not a cbocd 
of the heart responds ; we sboiHf it the ungodly 
lyith a curse upon him, and Uie .dispiple with a 
crowQ:; of rejoicings bjut.jt is itfttffiseted with 
pl^iert Thi$» brethren, is that spiritoal deatb 
which^ if it be not jnastei^ed,. wiU be;th0tfore« 
l;^^n^r of that flood of indignation and wr«Uii 
tf jbuliatipQ.anid aagMish^ this^ aror .treasia^ed vup 
i^l^jnst, the: day X)f wrath for every ssal of jnaa 
t^^ evil. But ^en. in this •extrtoiit/ 
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the aitt of tbe Lard is rei^ealed ; hie proelaitns 
out of Zion» ^* Bebold thy salyation cometh P 
He-Mi^ this spiritual death, and abolishes its 
domkiioD, and thud gives a praotieal reply to 
tiiat questtoQ of the prophet, *' Who is this that 
eometh from Bdom, with dyed garments from 
Basrah % this, that is glorious in his appiarel, 
travelling in the greatness of his strength? I 
that speak in righteousness, mighty to save !" - 
And now, would you inquire what sort of re- 
turn Christians make to him for the sound of 
tto gMpel that he sends out to all the ends of 
the earth, and those words of invitation that 
every one of us may hear, *^ Look unto me, and 
be ye savedf we shall find an answer in the 
^ecMd part of the subject, where I proposed to 
show in what points he still offends madkind. 
Alas I he foresaw that his sorrows would not 
end with the crown of thorns and the reVilings 
of cruel men{ '' It is impoi^sible," said he, 
*^ but that offe<ices will come ; but woe unto 
that man by wbotn the offence cohieth." Firsts 
however stranji^ the assertion, men are offended 
at his very lo^. They do not object to grace, but 
it vasaal Mat he free grace; they are too proud to 
take it a&>a gift, they would buy it, they would 
.work ill eut, as it were, with the labour of their 
hands^ Bees this high-mindedness, - this irra- 
tional sort ef indepetfdeikce, beloiig tc^ any of 
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you» my friends t Then must we deal 'witb' yon 
as honestly as Peter dealt with Simon the sot^ 
cerer, when he said, '' Thy money perish witii 
thee^ because thou bast thought that the gift 
of God may be purchased with money/' Simon 
was, indeed, a more daring offender, but die 
Christian is often not less ignorant of the divine 
intentions, or more sure that the Spirit of God 
wants not the operation of maaci. He pvats an 
affront upon the majesty of heaven, when be 
rears a scaffold for hirasdf, and attempts tb 
form a temple of the Holy Ghost out of his own 
earthly materials, and with his own hand ; and 
if the Lord does not confound him in his lan- 
guage, as he did those who thought to reach 
heaven from a tower of stone, he will utterly 
overthrow his plans, and raze to the ground the 
building, and bring the maker of it to con- 
fusion*. We often complain at the difficulty of 
Ending the right road to the great city, the holy 
Jerusalem ; but the very error I am speaking of 
.constitutes the whole difficulty. There is no 
hindrance that so stands in the way of sinners 
coming to Christ, as their own dishonourable 
ideas of the height and breadth of his love, 
their vain thoughts and suppositions diat the 
grace which bringeth salvation is the purchase 
of man's integrity ; and, therefore, they treat it 
not asu the chief, but only as (;he secondary ^ause 



CHHISt THE i»tiirstctAi!t. 315 

of whsit they expect to receive from God. Could 
they look on him, as Abraham did, whose day 
he saw, though at the distance of three thon^ 
sand years, they wotild not be satisfied until^ 
like him, they had cast their dependance on the 
strength and unchangeableness of his love. 

But again : the lover of sense is offended 
with the Son of man, not only because of the 
love wherewith he first loved us, but aUo fot 
his doctrine — ^the strictness and holiness of his 
doctrine* This is the sort of teaching that is 
so unwelcome to flesh and blood. The heart 
swells, that it should be called upon to cast 
down every high imagination, and to be clothed 
with humility. All this wild fruit is the harvest 
of nature, and if men cannot gather it into 
their gamers, they call Jesus an austere man, 
and his religion a burthensome thing. Alas, 
children I for all such are truly children, igno- 
rant and unwise, sin is to be blamed in tbtil 
matter, and not Christ ; — sin, that has introduced 
these unworthy desires into your heart, and not 
Christ, who would destroy them. You do not 
object to be a learner, where you conceive the 
course of instruction would lead to honour and 
distinction. If you had iaith as a grain of mus- 
tard seed, yoU' would know that the SaviouK($ 
teaching leads to this very end — to the higf^est 
honours, the holiest pleasures, the purest en^ 
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joyments, to the most precious Saviour^ and the 
most indulgent, God. Is it a hardship to be 
told wh^re thorns and briars most abound, 
where the brightest spots are to be found in 
this harassing wilderness ? Will you be angry 
with your dying Saviour^ because he is desirous 
that the benefits of his death and bloodsihed* 
ding should extend to you» and admonishes 
jofa forgetfiil souls, that ^* through much tri* 
biilation you must enter into the kingdom of 
God?'' And this is the doctrine that is railed 
at, and vilified, and spoken against in every 
city, as if it sought to condemn mankind, and 
not to save them* The truth is, that tha car*- 
nally-^minded call this world their own, and 
any invasion into their territories they look 
upon as an unwarrantable interference. Here 
are houses of their own erecting, and vineyards 
of their own sowing, and all their care is, how 
to guard these from the wind and tempest ; and 
if they are reminded of another vineyard that 
they must plant, and another house that they 
must set ip order, they say of the faithful re-» 
metaifarancer as Ahab said of Elijah, '' This ia 
the Hum that troubleth Israel." 

Laatfy J the wisdom of man is offended at the 
wiBdokn ti£ God : his thoughts are not as tkeir 
thon^te^ and therefore they are dissatisfied ; 
beoause thgy act upon certain defined piin^ 
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ciples» they £giiicy that an infinite Being mast 
do the same. If it be his will, out of millions of 
bitmds to take one out of the burning, and to 
leave another, they arraign his mercy, though 
they ought to. know, from hss attributes.of long** 
suffering and loving-kindness, that the Lord i of 
heaven and earth does rights and that all faia 
waya are equal. How conclusively might he 
answer every objector, who would challenge 
his dispensations as to this or that sinner, in the 
very words that he uttered before concerning 
John: *^ It I will that he tarry till I comcv 
what is thiat to thee ?" We want to see, not 
as mortals, through a glass darkly, but with the 
^lear and unrestrained vision of angels ; we. ak« 
not contented to trust God, that he will make 
all things work together for good ; but we must 
search out his path in the deep, and attempt to 
follow him through the great waters ; and . if 
we cannot get as full -an insight as we could 
wish into his purposes, we become suspicions 
and unbelieving* God once condesjcmided to 
resisoin with his people upon their impious pre^ 
^omption of impeaching the equity of his dm^ 
jngs : '' What mean ye, that ye use this pnMrerb> 
concerning thelandof Israel^ saying, Theiktibtes 
have eaten «our graphs, and. the childr^'a; 
teeth aM set OB edge i?" This was^ Hie conunoa. 
.49aying that passed fnnn tongue to tongue.^ mA 
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it threw a refection upon the Most High, as if 
he delibemtely confiniBded the guilty and the 
righteous together, and for the sins of the &<* 
titers avenged himself on the children. My bre- 
thren, if there are points in the divine economy 
too high to be reached by the most elevated 
mind; if, with all oar searching, we cannot 
discern their intent, diere is one scripture wliioh 
of itself ought to silence os into a pr(^ouiid ha* 
mility, that ^* the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men, and that the weakness of God is 
stronger than men ;" and wheneiner the spirit of 
a man can be brought to acquiesce in this truth 
with godly sincerity, he becomes the inheritor 
of a gracious promise : " Blessed is he wfao«>- 
ever shall not be offended in me." 

This state of the Christian is the lasrt: particu* 
lar I havo to consider. One word denotes it *, 
he is pronounced by Christ to be blessed. Now 
our Lord's meaning may be inferred from other 
passages of the divine word. We hear Da.vid 
describing ** the bkisedmss of the maa unto 
whom God imputeth righteousness without 
works," saying, Blessed are they whose iniqui- 
ties are forgiven, and whose sins are covered ; 
blessed is the man to whom the Lord ^11 not 
impute sin. Tins promise, in its nature end 
peculiar advants^es^ corresponds with that in 
the text. The benefits are temporal as well as 
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eternal ; they are not future, but they are im- 
vtedi0te.: it is not said, blessed shall he be, but 
blessed u he. Observe, be is Christ's disciple, 
and so he is blessed, first m the possession of 
Christ's love. We require to be partal^rs of thi* 
gUt before we can give any sort of estimate as 
to its value. The apostle's prayer for the Ephe^ 
atims was, '' that Christ might dwell in their 
hearts by faith, that so being rooted and 
grounded in love, they might comprehend with 
all saints what is the breadth, and length, and 
d^pth, and height, and to know the love of Christ 
whiqh pai^eth knowledge." This is the peculiar 
property of the redeemed children of God ; the 
archangels about the throne cannot realize it* 
We must be under a sinner's burden, and have 
a feelings of \m misery, before we can under- 
stand any thing of a sinner's love. 
. But further : the man who is not offended in 
ferns, is blessed with a holy peace. Will the 
Y04rki yield this ? No ; it may satiate with its 
ple^siires, but it can never satisfy ; it is that 
which the world cannot give. Is it to be had 
am^i4st the restless waves that care and anxiety 
are e^er creating l — *' there is no peace^ saith 
iny Cod, to the wicked." Peace is the fruit of 
Ipv^, an(i it i^nnot epcist in. the heart which has 
«o6 been prepaired aad warmed by this messen^ 
g^r /Qf the Iiord« It tonnd no place in the; 
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. hoKBiXft Paul, wheA he took part in the ston*^ 
hag of Stepten ; nor was it with Peter, whea 
lie deued with an oath, ** I know not the fnan^ 
And if yoQf affectioiis are entangled in any one 
of the many miarea that lie about the Christianas 
eamp, whatever appearance of peace you may 
any in your countenance, you carry none in 
your heart I shall name but one other feature 
of this promise, namely, that the believer is 
blessed in his assurances. His peace and his 
love may be compared to the courts of the 
Lord's house, and his assurance to the holy of 
holies ; and this is the offspring, as it were, of 
the other graces. The love which is shed 
abroad within will not allow him to doubt; it 
constrains him to believe that the same hand 
which has conducted him so far through the 
wilderness, will support him in triumph through 
the swellings of Jordan, and safely land him in 
the country of saints. Are you, brethren, in the 
actual enjoyment of these precious privileges ? I 
do not say in their fulness, but in ar^ degree. 
Oh I look through the regions of the soul, 
search and see what these will produce. I hope 
there is something better tkere^ than a scene of 
barrenness, for it is a scripture inference> that 
where these fruits do not appear, the heart 
must be secretly offended at some part of the 
religion of Jesus« If you cannot show some 
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tokeu of bleMedness, there is «fi offenoe, a 
stiifiibliDg bloek swiewhert^ that must be rdled 
out of the way ; were it not so» the piombe in 
the text would hold good iu respect to you, 
for Christ lifts it up as an unrestrained promise, 
he reveals it with a general application .:-*- 
*' Blessed is he whosoever shall not be offendul 
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SERMON XX, 

CHRIST OUR CONSOLATION IN DEATH. 

Deut, xxxiv. 5. 

So Ma$es, ttie servant of the Lord^ died there. 

Moses was an eminent type of Christ, and as 
such^ he is remarkably distinguished in the Bible ; 
his acts are more frequently referred to dian 
those of any other individual that ever appeared. 
David mentions him by name repeatedly in his 
Psalms, and he is brought before us in the pro^ 
phecies of Isaiah, and Jeremiah, and Malachi. 
Our Lord himself, on various occasions, re- 
bukes the blind scribes and unbelieving Phari- 
sees by an allusion to him : ''One accuseth 
you, even Moses, in whom ye trust/' And 
again: ^'.Had ye believed Moses, ye had also 
believed me." He is spoken of in many of 
Paul's Epistles, and very particularly in that 
to the Hebrews, as one who was faithful in all 
his house» — ^as a teacher whose laws ^ere so 
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immediately from God, that '* they who de« 
spised them died without mercy." And so it 
has continued down to the Very last portion of 
the Bible, the book of Revelation, wher^ 
John, in that vision of the saints who had over**' 
come the beast, describes them as standing 
" upon the sea of glass, having the harps of God, 
and singing . the song of Moses the servant of 
the Lord, and the song of the Lamb." Here the 
many who so often pleaded before God for 
Jsnael, and the greater Mediator of the New 
Testament, are brought together, to signify that 
he who was the bearer of the law from Sinai is 
not forgotten even in the songs of that glorified 
company in heaven, to whom Jesus is all in alL 
Neither are we to pass him by, as if the gospel 
light had thrown him for ever into the shade. 
He was indeed under the law, but thete was a 
lovely spirit in all he did which may shame u», 
who are sitting within a region of peculiar 
brightness. In his life he triumphed over re- 
proaches and afflictions, '' seeing him that was 
invisible ;" and when he was called to die^ he 
opened not his mouth, ** having respect unto 
the recompense of the reward." 

In considering the text which touches upon 

these two points, 1 shall, Jirsty lead you to the 

oireumst@tnces of bis deMh ; ^nd,secandfyy to the 

' character thtA he left behind hlm« Both thesd 

Y 2 . 
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particulars oiay, I thinks be improved under tb^ 
teaching of God, to the spiritual advantage of 
your souls. Now, in naming the circumstances 
of his death, I include the place where he died, 
the temper of the prophet's mind, and the. com" 
mand in which God's will was revealed to him. 
The place f my brethren, was a fmuntain. He was 
to be burkd in a valla/, but he was to die, on. ^ 
mountain. The spot was chosen by God. H^^ 
be was to view the land of promised blessings, 
to search it over with, his eye, but not to tonph 
it with his foot ; . and what he beheld was only 
part of a polluted world, avast shadow, the sha- 
dow of that '' true rest which remaineth fox th^ 
children of God." He saw^ indeed^ vineyards 
and olive-yards^ and fenced cities, suid a great 
multitude thronging , them ; but . there was no 
ark, no tabernacle, and not a single worshipper 
of the Lord of Israel. He saw the Canaan ,that 
an earthly people desired to possess, but its 
strong holds were to be first thrown down, , its 
valleys deluged with blood, and. every enemy 
destroyed with the edge of the sword. What, a 
poor prospect was this ! how unlike that boundr 
less one which the Christian's faith obtains for 
him when he ascends into the hill of Zion. It 
is not earth be there sees, but heaven. There 
is indeed only a single, city, but that is the. city 
of the living God — a single, kingdom, but th^t^, 
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mighty one,> incorruptible, undeftlid, and that 
fkdeth not away. . There is not an enemy 
from one end of this Canaan to the other ; the 
hearts of those who have passed into it ^ere 
all conquered before they arrived at the swell- 
ings of Jordan. They had not to fight their 
way through a flood of sorrows to the Jerusa- 
lem that is above, — they had a Saviour, a Con- 
queror, to go beforlB them, even Jesus, who, in 
the road to death, drank deep of the water of 
tribulation, that the riches of this eternal life 
might be settled upon his followers as their 
portion for ever. It matters not, my hearers 1 
where your body sees corruption, or in what 
churchyard you obtain a sepulchre ; but it does 
matter whether the soul has ever been brought 
high enough,, or near enough to God, to put its 
trust under the shadow of his wings, and to lay 
hold upon the hope set * before it. It does 
matter, whether your title to the mansions not 
built with hands be clear to the eye of faith, 
or wrapt up in thick clouds of darkness. No 
wonder death looks upon us with siich an aw- 
ful aspect; no wonder we are overwhelmed 
with terror at the very thoughts of its approach- 
ing, when we want the great pledge and evi- 
dence of a happy immortality ; when we hid6 
ourselves, as it were, in the clefts of the rocks, 
instead of seeking the Lord upon his holy hill:. 
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in the righteousness of his dear Son> and the 
unstained garments of salvation. Do you ^ 
what will enable you thuis to triumph in Christ 
when you are entering the territories of the 
dead ? Lite nearer to him in this your day oi 
grace; go not^ as you have done, within the 
contaminating influence of the world, but bring 
every thought into captivity unto his obedience ; 
bow to his word, whether it call you to follow 
him in the way of self-denial, or affliction, of 
through the gates of death. By thus laying 
aside every weight, you will gradually get up 
into a higher and a better atmosphere, from 
whence you may behold, as froni a mountain, 
your property, that none can alienate, in the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. 

Secondly, in reference to the temper of this 
prophet-^Moses died aione* He had not a 
friend to give him the usual consolations when 
his life was ebbing out ; he had not a bearer to 
convey his corpse to the grave ; his dying pro*- 
spect was a country teeming with abomina-^ 
tions, his dying pillow was the cold grass of 
the mountain : but his hope /'—ah ! this it was 
that abundantly refreshed his departing spirit. 
God had taught him what was ''the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints." He had once, indeed, 
broken God's bands, and for a moment cast 



IN D£ATH. 327 

the cords of the law from him ; but he did not 
drown the voice of conscience, or hear the thun* 
der-claps of heaven unmoved ; he did not, as 
Bome do, who with a Christian profession are 
daily dishonouring the cross of Christ, but he 
took wings and fled to the seat of salvation, and 
there he mourned, and there he lay, until he 
was forgiven the debt, when he could arise, 
and say with David, ''Return unto thy rest, 
O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with thee 1" he was at peace with a reconciled 
Father, and therefore could die alone. And 
are we at peace? and if our feet stood on the 
brink of that unfathomable gulf, could we die 
with no other prop than the bands of the ever* 
lasting covenant ? If there be but the ^mptom 
of disease^ the guilty heart of a guilt-struck 
sinner flies terrified from its own presence. 
The nearer death advances, the more intolerable 
is his anguish, for He seems to stand with a 
flaming sword' to keep the way to the tree of 
life, and then they meet, and the spoiler seizes 
his prey ; and although there is a feeble wrest- 
ling between them, and man does his utmost 
to retain life, the struggle ends only with the 
conquest of his mortal being. There is one 
dark step beyond that being ; the soul is forced 
out of its prison, and who can trace its flight ? 
it has gone where none but God can follow it ; 



^2§ CHRIST QUE CONSOLATION 

« 

but its d#8tinatioa WB kDow is etemity. Om 
§Vich a man die alone T if be be not hardened 
€^ven to apathy, he cannot. The troubied spmt 
musjt be amused ; one after another pays hit 
visit to the dying chamber, and tries to keep 
iip the glimmerings of an exhausted. mind^ by 
cruelly dragging it back again ta a lost world--* 
l^y offering that usual .cordial of hope where 
thi^re is BO hope, or by the mention of happi^ 
ness where there has be^^ no Christ. 

I . ■ 

Again.:. Moses iiroe^ wi|h a full mbwtusion to 
the will of God. He was, indeed, full of yearsy 
but l)ke the trees of Lebanon, there was no 
djecay at the roots,, and no withering of the 
braacheB ; '' bis eye w^not dim, neither was his 
natural strength abated ;" and yet when it was 
tpld him that his days were come to on end^ 
and. the timp of his departure was at hand, he 
neither said with David, ^'Oh! spare me a 
little," nor like Hezekiab did he ''turn to the 
wall and weep ;'' he had been with God upon 
Sinai, and he was not afraid to go to him upon 
Pisgah ; he had felt his everlasting arm through 
the wilderness, he had: eonunitted himself all 
those forty years to his providence, and coukl 
thi^refore securely trust him with the destiny 
of his «oul. And who is there amongst the 
worshippers in this temple to*day, that can. say^ 
he has been left alone in the wilderness, as be 
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Ifo^ baqk 8te{i by Hsitisp in his journey through 
it ?. Wfaatyow, in your blindness, have perhaps 
escribed to chance and fortune — terms that are 
•a vague that they who use them cannot under- 
stand their meaning — is the efiect of that pro- 
vidence of God which neither slumbers nor 
sleeps. How is it that you have passed in 
safety through a host of unseen enemies ? but 
because be who sets bounds to the storm and 
chains the waves, has planted a hedge about 
you* How^isitthat you still breathe?— because 
you are fed from an exhaustless sti-eam, that 
riMs out from the full fountain of life. What 
you mil be when the channel of this stream is 
turned away from you, and your body becomes 
a loathsome and forsaken thing, it is not for me 
to! determine : this I know, that as to common 
mercies, you fare now as richly as the dearest 
of the children of God. What you are spiritu- 
atitf, he only knoweth who tries the reins and 
explores the heart. Were he this day to close 
the world against you, to send you up into your 
chambers to die, would there be no tears, and 
wj^hes, and expostulations, and prayeri^? Could 
you, like Moses, go up in isilence, with the 
prayer of resignation upon your lips: **The 
Lotd gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord?" Alas I my 
unthinking friends, you carry about with you 
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ID your bosoms, two eneauos that would utterly 
hinder you in this work. Conscious, unre* 
pented guilt, is me; and a oamal mind, still 
clingpbsg to the world, is the other. Let these 
be slain, let them be nailed to the cross, and 
terror and despair will cease to harass you. Christ 
would himself open your eyes, and conyince 
you that, as your Immanuel, he b$is shorn the 
last enemy of his power ; so that, with a holy 
joy^ you might say, ** O death, where is thy 
sting ! O grave, where is thy victory I" Here 
you have the true reason of the prophet's peace 
at bis latter end : — ^he had no guilt, the burden 
was laid on one '^that is mighty;'' he had no 
fear, for. he went up to a reconciled God.. Thua 
Moses died. 

Let us see, lastly, what was the character he 
left behind. It is briefly, but yet most com- 
prehensively expressed-^T-he was a servant of the 
Lard* In these words is contained a. great 
practical lesson. Let us labour heartily^ and 
pray with fervour for the attainment of it ; for, 
excepting our duties are made clear to us,, we 
cannot duly set our hearts to practise them. 
A true servant of the Lord, then, in the jfir^^ 
place, endeavours to walk worthy of his Master 
to all pleasing. The professing Christian will 
attempt^ in his way, and to a certain point, to 
be a gospel liver; but there is a natural back<- 
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wardnesB in a seed of evil doers> to observe this 
rule in its fulness, because it would so entirely 
interfere with that course of acting which is 
the most common and the most encouraged 
amongst men. Some duties are more irksome 
to the flesh than others ; they confine us too 
rigidly within a narrow line^ and a corrupt 
heart consults every refuge of lies to favour his 
escape. This is a cunning th^t may lay us 
asleep, but cannot elude the penetration of 
God. Instead of looking at this or that com-> 
mand, and sighing over it as a hard saying; 
ii^tead of paring it down, to make it square 
with the low desires of an unrenewed mind, it 
would be more like wisdom were we to give it 
all the force that in its broadest sense it will 
admit. Instead of planning to do as little as 
possible for God, it would be more like Chris^ 
tianity were we to press towards him with no 
Other thought or calculation than the immense 
amount of obligation that we owe him. There 
is but one recorded instance of the departure of 
Mo^es from this rule ; and where is the servant 
that has not departed from it, I do not say in 
one instance, but in a thmsand? He was a lover 
of God, and maintained his profession without 
wavering, when the pleasures of sin were 
strewed all over bis path; for ''by faith he 
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
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daughter." He was a man of self-denial, of a 
very high tone of piety, in the land of idolatry ; 
for when he might have had ease in Egypt, hfe 
chose rather to fly from it, and "to suffer afflic- 
tion with the people of God for a season." And 
is such our walk ; or if the occasion has never 
yet arisen for putting our allegiance and love to 
the test,^ is it our desire to walk according to the 
fixed rule of a gospel that cannot be changed 1 
will the heart be hmest in the face of such a 
question ? I put it openly to every individual ; 
but the reply must be made secretly to the Lord 
and Master of us all. Ask counsel of the Spirit, 
and then answer it in your closets upon your 
knees before God. 

I observe in the was** place, that a servant will 
be ever on the watch against his Lord's enemies. 
This is strikingly verified in the case of this pro- 
phet: as he came down from the Mount of Sinai, 
the first sounds of the people, as they shouted, 
troubled him. He suspected rebellion, knd the 
first srght of the golden idol threw him into an 
anguish of grief, for he cast the tables out of 
his hands and brake them beneath the mount: 
and he took the calf and burnt it, and ground 
it to powder, and strewed it upon the water. 
Have we, my brethren, shown any such anger 
against the idols that hang about our hearts ? 
Are they broken f Are they ground to powder ? 
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Or, can, we look at them.with complacency^ and 
evi^n . pr^ss them to our bosoms in secret^ though, 
they are enemies in as complete a sense as the 
molten image that was set up by rebellious 
Israel? Our. greatest difficulty in bringing aa 
exhortation of this kind home to the hearers of 
the word, lies in the false notion they entertain 
of what an enemy means. They will . not treat 
him as such, unless he appears in the attitudes 
of threatening, with. a destroying weapon in hid 
hand. But of all our foes, an open one is the 
least dangerous; he boldly draws the sword»' 
apd we prepare for the attack; but here'if^ the 
danger, when he steals into the heart under the 
semblance of a friend; then we accept the 
traitor's kiss, . and our goods are no longer at 
peace, for he taketh imperceptibly all the 
arjQQiour wherein we trusted^ and divideth the 
i^^oils. There are many enemies of this kind, 
who^ with Satan at their head, transform them- 
selves into angels of light, and if they can suc- 
ceed in turning men away from the living God, 
t^ey become as powerless as the chaff, before 
the wind, and are swept without resistance 
into hell. 

In conclusion. Every faithful servant will 
b.e found ready at his Lord's coming ; ready t^ 
follow him from a kingdom of grace, to one of 
glory^ with the chords of his harp ready strurvg 
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fo celebrate the praises of that mighty One who 
has plucked him as a brand out of the burning* 
To be ready, in this sense, is to be qualified 
for a change of country and of service by a 
efaange of heart ; it is to be sanctified ; it is to 
be adorned for that triumphant solemnity, the 
marriage of the Lamb. The meekness and 
fiuth and humility of Moi^s prepared him for 
An attendance upon his Lord into the seat of his 
hearenly empire ; not that these were the natu* 
ral productions of his soul; but the efiects of his 
union with an unseen, though not unkntmm 
Saviour. Christ was then the giver of them, as 
he is now. That glorious constellation had not, 
indeed, become visible to men, but he existed 
in all his perfections, and his illumination was 
felt in the highest heavens. And it must be 
felt by you, as the impress of his hand and the 
pledge of your adoption, if ever you are to be 
brought hereafter, as his sons and his daugh* 
ters, to glory. 

I suppose you conceive that some preparation 
is necessary for such a meeting as that must 
foe^ when Christ will reckon with his servants. 
Suffer me to ask what is yours f Are you at all 
holy in thought, or in purpose of mind, like him, 
whose disciples you say yoii are ? That is an 
awful saying, *' If any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his." Have you a doubt 
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upon this head, whether it dwell richly within 
you or not ? Can you lie down and sleep con^ 
tentedly in this ignorance ? Can you enter 
busily into other inquiries, and neglect this? 
Every heir of Redemption possessed it in his 
state of trial, and carried it with him ta his 
eternal home. The Bridegroom came and found 
them ready. Be ye also ready. Oh ! answer 
no more to the name of slumberer ! The name 
that Jesus loves is that of discipk. Adopt it 
wow;— to-day — ^without an instant's hesitation; 
and with it, the principles, the views, the de- 
sires, the holiness of a disciple. Forgive me if I 
press this matter upon you with earnestness. 
I am not ignorant of the blindness of Christian 
worshippers —that they know neither the day 
nor the hour when the Son of Man cometh. 



THE END. 
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